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Right Reverend Fathet in God, | 


Lord Biſhop of Oxford. 


My LORD, 


1" ls wt in regard of niy 
\ | OZlgations to To, though 
| I own them with grate-. 
ful Acknowledznients ; tis not in 
regard of Tour lite meſt deſerved 
Advancement though 7 heartily - 
rejoyee at it: 'Tis 1 regard of 
Tour intrinfic Goodneſs, that this 
Dedication begs Tour acceptanice, 
and humbly - offers it. ſelf to Ton, > 4 
Before Lordſhip and ' Paternity” 3 
were added to Tour - Honourable" 
A 3 Titles, 


.o< 


Titles, Tou was intitled to this 
Book ; Tour Dignities being dig- 
nified by Tou : I conſidered not 
their eminency , but the emmencyk 
of Tour Yertue and Piety. 1 know} j; 
My Lord, that Tou aim at a better} x 
Reward than this World can give; 
but that a great Light ſet on a high 
place cannot be hid from the eyes! 7 
of Men, Angels alone fhould re-} | 
Joyce in the brightneſs of Tours :\ g 
Tow ſhun Praiſe as much as Ton}, / 


deſerve it : Toa neither defire nor | *y 
want any thing of Fame. But ,\ ; 
HMy Lord, 1 wanted a Living | 

4 


— 


Example of a fincere and devout | 
lover of FESUS to exemplifie. 
my Diſcourſe; and though ( God 
be praiſed) many more might be | 
found in this Church, yet Tou are 
one of the faireſt and moſt attra- 
aive; inſomuch that though it | 
be eafier to write than to do well; | 
et a better Pattern of a Religious | 
Life might be drawn from Tour 
Attions,than from my Direftions. 


My 


ig 


rok 


bal 
fear that I have indulged my Ge- 


"The Fpiltle Dedicatory. 
My Lerd, 1 have juft cauſe to 


wins too far ; and perhaps ſome 
will think that { would have God- 


* lineſsto be Shotn, and Devotion a 


Recluſe from the World; which 
is far from my thowghts or deſires : 


C 


Though 1 muſt confeſs,that at firſt 


I intended a much different and 
leſs defetive Treatiſe on this ſo 
gord a Subjeft, had not other neceſ- 
ſary helps as well as abilities been 
wanting, However at the beſt I 
could have added nothing to ſuch 
perſons as Tour Lordſhip. The 
Holy Flames of Divine Love that 
burn in Tour Heart, have too mach 
lizht and fervency to have recei- 
ved any mncreaſe from me ; and 
therefore I have not aimed at any 
thing higher than only to aſſt the 
Weak , and fix the Inconfiderate. 
But, My Lord , though I cannot in 
the leaſt profit Tou by this my poor 
labour, yet its being own'd by 1 ou 
may be very advantagious to me. 


A 4 Tour 


The Epiſtle Dodieory. 
Your Reverend and much Honoured 
Name will not only credit and re-| 
commend my Book,” but alſo promote 
its deſign of winning affettionate 
Servants and* Lovers to F ESQ S. 
f'Þjs” I: now Vou will rejoyce to do. 
Wherefore in preſenting my Book to 


Tour Lordſhip , I humbly beg Tour , 

Bleſſing on it and its Author, Who is | 

I with due reſpett and affettion, 

> = « 2 
RN Your Lordſhips moſt dutiful + | ; 
= - k 
and moſt humble Servant, # 
£8 |! 
YT 
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p, Is probable that they, "who 
theſe many years, have cried 
_ cut Popery (tif they made 


« way for it to come ) upon every thing 
they liked or underſtocd not will ſtart and 
think that their Jeers are come. upon 
them, at the ſight of the firſ® Tule. 

page : and "poſſibly our Lay- Abbots will 

alſo be ſrighted at it, as though the dif. 
pſeff Coenobites were coming agar to 
lay claim to their old Manſions and fat 

Iidowments. For my part, I wiſh that 

{heirs may be but panic Terrors : yet 

withal, I wiſh they might ſo far afe&t 

them,as to make the firſt have a greater 
value for that Reformed Religion ,, and 
purer Worſhip, which then they would 
certainly loſe ;” and the laſt pay Tithes 

Conſcientiouſ]ly out. of tooſe Eſtates, 

which then they would be, forced to re- 

Sign. And yet I may and do aſſure them, 

Ibat if they will read,net only the Title 
| Ag bu, 


PREFACE. 


but the Bock alſo, it will certainly cure | 


them of their Fears, if it works no 
better change upen them : For its deſign 
3s not to alter the eſtabliſhed Religion , 


but to make 1s more devout and (incere | 
in the profeſſion thereof ;, nor yet to in- | 
rich any perſons with temporal Eſtates, | 
but to make us gather Treaſures in Hea- | 
ven, and ſet our affeQions on things | 


above. 


every mans Mouth , that Vertue being 


diſgraced Vice i countenanced; and that * 


3be numerouſneſs of its Vataries, makes 


it now impudent, as well as faſhionable; ' 

therefore is ſnould be no difficult matter, 

fo perſwade thoſe that hawe any ſenſe | 

Reon gr longing after its rewards, 
of 


ought not to conform them- - 


That 1 


felves to this preſent evil world , bat 


chuſe a better Pattern to live by. And | 
the truth xs, it matters not much whe= | 
ther theſe be worſe than the former | 
bimes ; for the way to Life hath all | 


cog, ex ſtreight and narrow, and 
found and followed but by few : as that 


£0 


That the Age we live in, u greatly | 
depraved , # no obſervation of mine , | 
there are almoFft as many that complain | 
of it, as there are that contribute tothe | 
mcreaſing of its wickeaneſ.. Tus in 
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The PREFACE. 
to deftruftion wide and ſpacions, and yet 
crouded: by the many. Good Men bave 
always lived in a perverſe and crooked 
eneration : Ss that / it be now, as it 
ath ever been , thoſe that will enter 
into Life muſt follow the narrow Path, 
though they hawe but few Fellow-tra- 
wellers : and if it be worſe , they muſt 
walk with the greater care and wari- 
neff. However it be, the difference muſt 
needs be very great betwixt the Lives 
and Works of thoſe, whoſe reward and 
condition will be ſo vaſtly different at 
laſt. And therefore whoever will go 10 
Heaven , had need keep at a great di- 
ſtance from that world which lieth in 
wickedneſs, and take a much contrary 
courſe, to theſe many who go to deſtru- 
ton, 

But how then? Muft we retire into 
Phebais, with the Fathers of the De- 
ſert? MuFt we confine our ſelves to 
the ſolitude of a Monaſtic Cell? Or, 
ſhall we become Quakers, and profeſs 
the ſullenneſs of Melancholy Fanatics ? 
Why, truly in Popiſh Ccuntries , the 
Cloifter hath inproſſed the Name J 
Religion, and they that weuld be, or be 

#houpbt to be devout beyond others , d* 
uſually put on @ Friers Hood , and im 
brat. 


The PREFACE 
brace the Rule of (ome Religious Order : 
And among #t us, Puritaniſm bath uſur- 
ped the Name of Godlineſs ;. and ſome 


who, in truth or in pretence, abhor looſ- 


neſs, or are reclaimed from a vicious | 
Life , will too often forſake not the | 


World, but the Church; as it were to 


preſerve the ſtrifineſs of a ſeverer wer- | 
rue, in the Society of a Separated Bro- | 


therhood. *Tis mot to be doubted , but 
that long before S$, Auguſtine, and even 
frem. the beginning , there hath been 
Civitas Dei, & Civitas Mundi ; Chil- 
dren of light, and Children of - this 
world: Or reuſe the modern diſtinitzons, 
the. Godly and the Wicked, Regular and 
Secular perſons.: Not becauſe ſome have 
made new Vows , wore diſtin#t Habits, 


* PR 
. - - MS. 


or choſen new Guides , and ſeparated | 


from the Church : but becauſe ſome have 
lived after the Fleſh; ſome. after the 


Spirit; that #, ſome have followed Gods ; 


revealed Will , ſome only their own ; 
jome have obeyed the Precepts of Chriſt, 
and too many their own Luſts and Hu- 
mors. However, I would not make any 


exprobrations againſt either Monks or. 


iſmatics by diſobliging truths ; ra- 
they. ——_—_ what x praiſe-worthy in 
them ; becauſe I would have, and "ts 
ever). 
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The PREFACE. 
every Chriſtians duty , to be really de- 


wout , mortified and preciſe, without 
entring the Cloiſker or the Conwven- 


_ ricle. 


Fer indeed I am ſomewhat 'jealos, 
and not without reaſon , that the inga- 
ging men to be Religions and Vert uons, 
by other conſiderations beſides their Chri- 
{tian duty, hath done ſome preſydice to 
Religion ; becauſe now there be [ome 
that fanſie $ elf-denial and C ontermpt of 
the World to beling only to Friers ; and 
others, that to hain from Swearing 
and Drunkenneſs , w ;only the part of a 
Puritan : Whereas *Chriftianity binds 
thoſe duties on all itt Profeſſors , and 
every one, by. his Baptiſmal Vow' is- 
beund tr perform them ; though he d:th 
mot [ſubmit himſelf to the Rule of S. 
Francis, or the diftates of the Aſſem- 
bly. 

Whatfoever things are true , what- 
ſnever things. are honeſt , whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatfoever things are 
pure , whatſoever things are lovely , 
whatſoever things are of good report; 
if there be any vertue, if there be any 
praiſe, think on theſe things , ſaith the 
Apoſtle, they are all parts of cur duty. 
Whatever 1s goed in it ſelf, or any ways 

a 


-Fenteur. 


nunc fſoli Religioſi vocan- 
tur, parum Religioh vide- 
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& Means to make ug good, is commanded 
or recommended in Holy Scripture , is 
contained in the Chriſtian Rule : where- 
fore I ſay, the Chriſtian Profeſſor de- 
ſigning to attain higher degrees of holi- 
neſs, the higheſt pitch of Chriftian per- | 
feftion attamable in this ſes needs not |, 
ſeparate from the Churc 


, nor make 
new Vows, nor wear diſtinft Habits ; 


but only mind ſeriouſly , and ſincerely | 


diſcharge the Obligations which be lies 
under, in being a Diſciple, and a Ser- 
vant of the Holy FESUS. | 

My deſign ww is not to Incloi- 


| 
' 


er particular perſons, ' 


leaſt to make, every 


Yellem univerſos Chri- p,, 2, wake a lar | 


Ktianos ira vivere , ut qui MeonaFery of the whole 
Common - wealth , at | 


Family a. School « | 


Vertue and Piety , and every man. as 


Aſcetick and 3tri&& Liver ; wiſhing | 
beartily with Eraſmus, that thy 


who bitherto have been called Preciſe | 


and Religious by way of a tation, 
might juſtly loſe that Aga wacrt 


exemplary liues of all other Chriſtians. 


But though it be my wiſh, it is ni 


wy bope in the leaſt, to ſee any ſut| 
ehing come to paſi, by means of * 
itt 
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The PREFACE. 
little Volume. Many much bigger and 
better hawe not been able to effett it. They 
that will not hear Moſes and the Pro- 
phets , nay, Chrift the Lord bimelf, 
will be far enough from being perſwa- 
ded by the meaneſt of his Servants : 
And where the Text it ſelf is not 
regarded, no Comment can ſignifie much. 
I mean, that if the Holy Religion we 
own, be not able to reform our Lives 
if the Goſpel which is here preached 
end profeſſed in purity, duth not make 
holy, "tis in vain to expett any other 
Inſtraments ſhould prevail. But yet 
our endeavours ought not to be wanting, 
it may not be in vain to.diverſifie Chri- 

Rian Inſtruftions ; ſeveral ways of 
perſwaſfion may affet# ſeveral perſons : 
and perhays that which to day is 
flighted, will to Morrow make a deep 
impreſſion. However it is more or le 
the duty of every one of ut, with greas 
S. Paul to try all means that by any 

means we may fave ſome; at. leaſt” 
that we may ſave our ſelves; that if 
thoſe Arguments which we think mott 
foreible, cannot convince others, they 
may at leaſt move ws to take the better 


| breed, that after we have preached to 0- 


thers, we our ſelves be not caſtaways.. 


Now 


The PREFACE. 
Now to this end ( having obſerved | 


hdw much in all caſes, men will do and | 
ſuffer for Love) I have thought nothing | 
would more conduce , than to make a 
Chriſtian love God with a ſincere and '\ 
devout affettion; a devout Lowe being | 
undoubtedly not only the beſt part, but | 
alſo the Lt inſtrument of true Reli- 
giou; an irreconcileable enemy to Sin, a | 
Friend, or rather a Nurſe to all holy Ver- | 
THES. 

« - No enticement could have drawn 
penitent Magdalen to any of her former 
ſms, whilſt in the ferwency of her lowe, 
ſhe waſhed ker Saviours feet with her | 
tears: And ts kniwn by experience, | 

rhat when Reading , Meditation , the | 
fight of a dying Friend, or any ſuch | 
thing , hath ſoftned a mans Heart into | 
a Religious temper, Temptations will be | 
then ſo far from prevailing , that they | 
durſt not ſo much as appear before him, 

. But when he returns to mind Earthly | 

things, and hath his Thoughts taken u 
again with the concerns of thus preſent 
Life, be finds that has ſpiritual ſtrength 
decays, by the ſame. preportions that. hi | 
Lewve becomes cold , and he grows It- 
devout again. 
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Love is the Queen, if not the Foun- 
tain of Paſſions , .the great mover and 
governour of Aﬀions and Aﬀettions : 
Ceuld: we keep the Fire of Ditme Love 
always * burning 'in tur Brea#ts , it 
wal 'be "the mof} powerfuRand beſt 
Inſtrument of Holy-Itving ; it would 
make Self-denial and the Yoke of Chriſt 
eaſie ; it would make atts of Vertue and 
Religion pleaſant ; and it would make 
mw delight in pleaſing God,as much as we 
naturally do in pleaſing our ſelves.T vere- 


fore 1 have made it my aim and deſign 


in the following Pages, to ſeize upon the 
Aﬀe&rons ; to inkindle in the bearts of 


Chriſtians, the Heavenly flames of t 


Love of God. To that end, 1 have 
repreſented the more general benefits of 
God to Mankind, on, eſpecially that of 
Redemption, by the greateſt demonſtra- 
ticn of Lowe that ever was given , the 
Death of the Bleſſed F E S US; which, 
if duly conſidered , would be an irreſs- 
ftible © motive to love him. I bave 
ſhewed the power , the pleaſure , and 
the great advantages of Love; and 1 
have uſed devout Meditations and Eja- 
culations , as it were to tranſport our 
Souls ro Heaven by Love , for to adore 
that Gd , whom Love brought down 


from 


—_ * 


TT 


VT 


from thence to ſave ws, *Tis certain,that 
woſt of them that periſh, _ for want | 
of Conſideration; and I hawe heard | po 
dying men wonder at themſelves, how yo 
they could be ſo ftupid, ar not to ming \ ihe 
thoſe things which are of an infinite not 
concern , and ſhould rather take up all of 
our thoughts and our cares, thay be neg. te: 
letied or forgot one only moiNent, Iirael | #0 
doth nor underſtand , my People doth | - 
not conſider, I/az. 1.3, af 
Lowe may be ſaid to be that Fin | Go 
which God would have always to bury | 
« #f0n bis Altar, Lev. 6. 12. that ir, in | int 
enr hearts, which are bis Temple, whers | #") 
the Sacrifices of good Works, and the | "i 
Incenſe of Devotion ſhould always bs ' th 
offered to bim : Now that ſacred Fira 
muſt bave Fewel to entertain it, it | W 
muſt be — by reading good Books, © 
and efpecially by frequent and pow  " 
Meditations. Wherefore I bawe endes Y' 
woured , as-much as I could, to feed © 
thoſe boly Flames, by repreſenting things #® 
a they are ;, and. I would have every | le 
Chri#tian, ſeriouſly and often to conſider, 
what God is, what he bath done, what | b 
he doth, and what be will do for us, if | 8 
we love him ſincerely : As alſo,hat we | ? 
are, whence we come , whither we go, l; 
an 


| 


- 


and bow eafie it is } ref to be eternally 
| bappy, if we will ſe 
| - GOD who deſerves them ſo in- 


t our affettions 


nitely. Doubtleſs Inconſideration 13 


| the cauſe why Ged is not lowed, It is 


ſible men could refif} the charms 


not 
' of bis Lowe, if they would open the 


eyes of their Mind and of their Faith 
to view them. | 

But how few is there that mind 
atentively their Obligations to love 


| God? how few that ſeriouſly _ 
\ bew much it is their duty an 
' intereſÞ to love bim heartily, who 5s 


| infinitely lovely in bimſelf , and infi- 


their 


nitely good to us ? or rather, how fully is 


' the Propheſie fulfilled , Iniquity 


l 
abound, and the love of many ſhall 
wax cold, Adatt. 2.4.12? To how many 
Chriſtians might our Bleſſed Saviour 
new ſay, as once to the Fews, I know 
you, that you have not the Love of 
God in you, Jobn 5.42 ? How juftly 
might now $, Paul complain , All men 


ſeek their own , not the things which 
are Jeſus Chriſt's, Phzl. 2. 21 ? And 


| bow juitly might our Bleſſed Lord, the 


| great lower of men , complain in the 


. words of his Apo#tle, I will gladly 
ſpend, and be ſpent for you ; (or rather, 
1 
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I] have pladly ſpent , and been ſpent for 
you ) though the more abundantly [ 
love you, the leſs I be loved, 2 Cor. | « 
I. 15. Fd 
This want of Divine Charity,is a very | 
ſad and general evil amongſ us Chri- | 
ftians, in theſe worſt of times: And I | Þ 
bave obſerved, that even amongſt them | 
that bope for Heaven, the Major part | te 
go no farther in their Love, than only to | #4 
defire Pardon and Salvation, without | ff 
ſeeking to make any returns ſuitable to | j# 
fhoſe undeſerved and incomprehenſible | # 
Metcies. Againſt ſo much Stupidity and , t 
Ingratitnde, I have oppoſed the follow- | # 
ig Treatiſe of Divine Love , or the | 
Love of JESUS, which I hope will | 
help to rekindle or at leaſt Fir up the fo 
boly Fire in ſome Chriftian Souls , by | 
the Argument it ſelf , if by no other | 
means. Whilſt my Reader fixeth his | 
Alind on this moſt excellent and d:- | 
lig hrful Subjeft, bis own Thoughts will | 
ztnprove my Conſiderations, and many | 
better may be ſuggeſted to him. And 
if any ways I can occaſion his Spiritual 
advaritape, and the glory of my Bleſſed 
Lord, I have attained my aim. And 
now have no more to ſay by way of 
Preface , but that if 1. have been 0 
unhapp) 


heed 
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or. | unhappy as 10 write any thing contrary 

to the Dottrine of the Church; I diſ- 
ry | own' and retratt it before band, and 
+ | would blot it ont with my Blood, As for 

particular Perſons, who may find fault 

m | with any thing herein, 1 deſire them 

wt | to paſs it by. It matters not much , if 
to | they like not every Paſſage and Expreſ- 

wt | fron : If they do but follow what they 

to | judge to be good, and approve my deſign, 

le | and love FESUS with all their 

wo | Hearts ; it will be enough for their profit - 
p. | and my ſatisfattion. 


He that loveth nut, knows not God; 


| forGodis Love, 1 Fobn 4-9. 
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The Introdu@ion. | me Wb 


” T were 2s calic to find out the 
depth of the inexhauſtible Fountain, of the 
Divine Bounty, as to tell the Strearas: which -. 
run from it ; Gods mercies are over all hig 3 
works, and all things that are made, area 2} 
demonſtration as much of his Goodneſs as, 
of his- Being. 1 will not therefore undertakg 
to.number: what is innumerable, or to expreſs what we 
cannot ſo much as comprehend ; but.only ipſiſt briefly 
upon ſome of the moſt general benefits of God tg, 8 
Mankind, and in the repreſenting of them. , endeavour e- 
te make uz read our duty , and to-cnflame OR "muy 
—_ Love. 


4 
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CHAP. I. 
Of the general Benefits of God to Mankind, 
and fir of Creation. 


1.TT « God that bath made ww and not we our ſelves, 
we owe him our very being ; thine hands have 
made and faſhioed me ; (faithDavid)thine eyes did ſer 
my ſubſtance being yet imperfe,and in thy book were al 
my members written, Pſal.1 19.73. Let us ſay therefore 
with-the fame Prophet, 1 will praiſe thee, for I' am 
fearſully and wonderfully made, Pal. 1 34. 16. and let 


Maker.” You Know that by the Laws of God and of 
=» all Nations, there is an indiſpenſable obligation upon 
BD Children to love and honour their Parents, becauſe 
they brought them into the world : Now certainly the 


ngaien doubles upon every man , in reſpeR to hie 
Ether which js in Heaven; for our natural Parents 


vere bur fecond cauſes under him , his own power it 
W wes that form'd and created us ; they engendred our 
2 thbital Bodies 'only , he is the Father of Spirits\, he 
&” hirnſelf gave being to our immortal Souls. Therefore 
* keEevery man pay to his Maker thoſe duties he would 
= expet from his Child: If 7 am @ Father (faithGod). 

* Where 1s mine honour ? Mal. 1.6, If from our Hea- 


*o 
"" 1s pay. that refpect , and love and obedience to him, 
which thercby are become his due. 

+ Bur rheje'is yer more in this ; Creation is not ® 
£-tranhent a&t ; the ſame power that once gave us our' 
= being. doth ſtill exert it ſelf in the continuation-there-/ 
0 When a Child is born, he ſubſiſts by himfelf, bis 
>>. Parents need not take any care, that he returns not to 
7 Is priltibe condition : but we bave the ſame cepen- 
*$ dance 


x " 
8 
_ 
- - 


© 
we 
"x 


vs. with him, fal down and kneel before the Lord our '| 


*"yenly Father we have received vur life and being , let. 


4 * Capable and deſirous to 
a nx f C3 » » 


; 


The Low of FESUS. © 


dance upon God in our preſervation, as we had in our /| 


citation ; ſhould he withdraw his Almighty hand, 've 


ſhould return to our firſt nothing ; 17 him we live and. | 


move 8nd have our being : Therefore we are the more 


bound to ſerve and love him , that he not only made / 


us to be ; but gives u-, as it were, a new being every 


moment, by ccntinuing our life and duration by that. . 


Almighty Will, whereby he effected our firſt produ- 
Gon, | 
Now if we conſider further , not only that God 
made us., bur what he made us, it will yer,, 
force. thoſe bonds of duty which Creation tied 'upol, us. 
For it was in our Makers power, either to make us vile 
and abjet as the vileſt of Beaſts, or to deny us thoſe 
facultics and abilities which are moſt honoutable and 
moſt uſcful to our Nature : Put he made us Men, the. 
moſt wonderful of his Creatures ! in us he joyned'what- 
Heaven and Earth had moſt excellent , an immortal- 
Spirit,created after his Image with the-moſt elabozured;; 
the molt perſet of material things. Take a 1iew ob. 
the marvellous organs of thy Senſes , of the cunous? 


contrivance of thoſe joynts and ligaments which gnite+ = 
thy ſeveral Members , of thoſe various- and delicate 


w wo”. 
Y -. 
.. 
s 3% 


Channeis which contain : thy Flood and Sp:rits ; ifi A: 


word, of all the parts-and paſſions of thy Body, which...” 


are ll made for neceffity and comlineſs ;' 4ndithery *. 7 


admire the great goodneſs, as well as wiſdom of thy? 
Creator ; and | ſy - with the Pſalmilt, that thou air 


fearfully and wonderfully made, andethat Gedg'Works,. 
are very marvellons, Oat PTL Y 
After this let % thoughts dive deeper, and*confidew ', 
es; the myſterious - umioly-of thy. 
Soul and Body , with the-beauty of that Diving Lighe.. 
which we call Reafon ; thy-Mcmory, thy- Willy thing 
Utderitznding, which are the facukies-of thy piediovs_ + 
Soul, which is not only creared atter Gods Image. Fav ,; 
enjoy him * and' then'{e , 
boo oe Ne B 5 how:! 


tine interior ſen 
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” bow numeroug, or rather innumerable are the benefits" 
which God hath beſtowed apon us in our Creation, and 1 


how juſt it is rhar we ſhould love him, that we ſhould" 
£horifie Goal, itt our Body and in our Spirits, which are". 
Goals. | | 


"" 


2 C H A P.. II 
Hyy much we are obliged to God for our 


: Preſervation. 


vation comes next to be conſidered ; 2 benefit 
-*& : of very large extent , and well ceſerving that 
* rank-tbe Church hath' placed it in, in making it the 
A; Wis of our daily Thankſgiving ; for ever fine 

5 man changed the impenetrable Armour of Originat 
+=  Bightcouſncls, for a thin covering of Fig-lcaves , be 
2 * became fo delencelels, apd yer expoſed ro ſo many: 
*. harp and wounding Arrows, that ſhould not divine 
| |Brorettion interpoſe for to ſhelter and ſecore him, his 
ra! Life would be a true and-a ſad Emblem of 
| Death. - It appears by the hiſtory 'of patient 
. — _ thar it we were not fenced: about with the hedge: | - 
of 2 gracious . Providence , we ſhould find that all 
4 Creatmes conſpire our vexetion and -ruine, God hat 
boner. broke the Incloſure , but AfMictions crowded: 
bs oX "In fo faſt upon that happy Man , that in a ſhort time 
-— "where. renieincd nothing of his. former proſperity, but 
** A bare and- bitter remembrance, to make the ſenſe ob 
8 "bis preſent "Miſery more grievous. There is-no.man: 
J F / *hur-is expoſed to all the greate't. Calamities thar ever | 
_s of the Sons of Adam; and there. is note: 
- able by bis own power, to defend h:mſelt a | rhe 1 

ja of them. Fortune and Accidents {port | 
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reel (1 my 0: ſpeak ) with oor Goods and Bflates;y* 1% 
nd | Moths fret our Garmems , Ruſt cankers oor Metals , -.: ; 
ad} Thieves break throough and ſteal our Riches,or elſe they - 43 
are} make ro themſelves wings and h away. Beſides their , "8 
'} own corruptibility , which of it ſelf would. confume _- > 
{- them, they are” expoſed to ſo many hazards , that it” 
_ would be as impettinent , as 'tis impoſſible to number 
all the ways #nd means whereby Men ate atthcted 

with Loſſes,and brought to Povetty : Only from hehce. > 
| we may juſtly infer , that the ſame God who gives "15 
ati earthly” things #ichly to enjoy , muſt alſo ſecure 
them in our poſſeſſion, or . elſe. we certainly loſe © 
* them. | 

If we look on our ſelves, we ſhall like the Prophets 
fe | may;in Dothan, 2 Kings 6. ſee armed Enenties\oh all 
hat fides of us; our Spiritual Enemies are many , ftrong, 
the and full of rage and malice; and. yet. we 
nce Wefence again!t them; 'but that God makes his Hea- "© 
nat vehly Holt to wair on our ſafety, incamps his Angels > 
be abour us, to be an inviſible Guard againſt our. w- - 
ny- vilible Enemics ; and not only ſo , but to: ſecure ys MY 
ine | fo from thouſands of ſudden and' ſad; Accidents, ' 
his which! might/'every moment befall us, "All Creazures - --» 
of are:now furniſhed 'with a ' fling wherewith they may... 
ent &ther-yex or- Kill us. ' The Elements and all come 7 
Jen |. Pounded Bodies, the 'Air we breath, and the Food th eh 8 
all bonriſheth us ; all things in Nature, and all things, 4 : 
ad | Chance, may become our Torrnentors or Mugtherers.. 
icd- Nay, we carry Swords and Daggers in. our own Be-. 
me | _ toms; we have within our ſelyes the. matter of a be hg 
but of ' Diſtempers ; ' nor one Joynt in our Bodies, ut may... 
of | be 2ffliied with the Gour ; Hor 6ne Humor , bus mage = 
an | oveifloy its Banks, and 'quench the Jight of Reaſagers 
ves | - ©rthe' fire of Life } hot one Pore or Part, wighinigw'Þ 

+Ythour; but may unexpeRtedly. at all. times ,. | nd:ifi = 
all places, become an Entrance to Death ang. Sorrgy..* 
bathe midft 'of ſo many 'and great Dangers it were 
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= 6 The Reformed Monaſtery ; Or, | 
# iropolſible for us to ſtand one moment, but that Gal | Ma 
defends us under hu wings, and keeps us ſafe mder by Þ yen 
feathers, Pſal. 90. as the Pſalmiſt ſpcaks., and (op the Liv 
Bleſſings of Immunity, which moit men flight or over» | an, 


look; are never enough to be acknowledged , but de» | rect 
ſerves the Thanks ot a whole Lite. 2 amell under” 


- 
| —x. 
© 
4 


the defince of the Meſt High, and abide undn | | 

the ſhadow of the Alnughty : therefore let us ſes oun Th 

love upon him and glevifie him. Se 

+ | | & 
4 20 mays — | uw, 
| | fav 
CHAP. 1! x 

w_ p dal 
 , ' Of the Poſitive Bleſſings of this Life. » 
We - / He 
; wit 


Lon Poſitive Bleſſings of this Life, are now to be the 
expoſed to view ; but of them I may uſe ths 

words of the Pſ»lniſt, If 1 manla recken and (peck, of [ 
them, they are neue in 1unber than can be num. | an 
- bred, P{al. 40. Health, and Strength, and Comlineſs, pa 
with Induſtry ard Learnirg, are ſhared among the tel 
© Sons of Men in ſeveral propoutiogs ; and ſo are good it 
| Friends and a good Name, Peace, Pleaty and Plecalures; to! 
any one of thoſe ſingle might make 2 rich, portion Ea1 
or one man, for each within it ſelf contains many thy 


» 
Ms ” 

Res C 
a _ 

= - 
. —— ef 
: = 


8" 

t 

A \Minkind 3 any, one that ſhould ſeriouſly meditate [9 
& "pon this SubjeR, would find it nwkiply and increaſe | > 
> "aiwolt to.immenlity , and would. be forced to break 6 
*, "off wih the Exclamition of David;. Lord, what w Þ $0 
m1, that thou art mindful of h.m., and the Son;ot +} i 
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The Love of F ESUS. o 

ul} Mai. that. thou ſo regardeſt him? PL 8. 4. God 

wi renews kis Mercies to us every day together with our 

ie | Lives ; every hour we eat of the fatne/s of his Houſe, 

ro | andarink of the River of hu pleaſure, Pfal. 36. and 

te | receive the ſweet emanations that flow continually 

en j+ fiom the Fountainof Life. 

mf} Eur of thoſe Benefits which God pours open hands 

mn | wpon us, bow many arc there that paſs unregardad !: 

we uſually mind , noc what we receive , but what we 

| & fire. Ler Heaven rain Manna never ſo thick upon 

\ vs, if we wiſh for Quails , Angels food ſhall be una 

| favory, and perhaps diltaſtful. They that long tor 
great and well covered Tables, fnd' ro reliſh in their 
daily Biead ; they thar purſue af er Wealth, look nor 
on the bleſſings ot Competency ; they that. aſpize ro 

/ Honour, receive Health , Food and Raiment, rather 
with a diſdainfut Anger, - than with Thankfulneſfs ; all 
the Favours we receive from Gud', are unobſerved or 
flighted fo long as he doth} not gratite our humcs 
with what we celire, and eyen thoſe gifts whereof, we: 

are moſt ſenjible, are ſcon laid in oblivion ; an hourg 
pain w]] cauſe many longer pleafures to be forgot 
ten ; and -if God ſends evil upon us only tor « ne day, 
t makes vs forger the many good things ,. which we 
tor many years received from him- This I ſay, be- 
eauſe many mens unſatiableneſs and ingratitude makes + 
them overlook moſt of Gods Bleſſings ; deſpiſe what 
they have, and value only what they have not x and 
fo murmur and complain when they ſhould give. 
thanks. But whoever ſhall dil;gently obſerve all the ef 
gricious.dArikurtions of that God,” who always giveth-.-!..\; 
tv all men, bring debtor to none; all the ſupplics and. '**Þ 
comtoirs we 1ective from him , will beartily ſay with > 1608 
te Plalmilt, O'fowe the Lord all ye hu Sains;, and,-, "> 3 
0 that men would therefore praiſe the Lurd , for hug 8 

4 $99n fr. and declare the winders that he doth fer the 

 Lkarep of men ; that they would cxalt him m the . 4 
"HIVE Cangre- 
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Congregation of the People, and praiſe him in the = 
of the Elders, Plal-3 1-107, 
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CHAP.IV. 


What returns we ſhould make for Temporal 
* *Bleſſ ngs. 


T ſe Benefits we. have hitherto mentioned , we 
receive as we are Men, and that, from the free 
| goodneſs of our gracious God ; We are his People, 
and the Sheep of his Paſture ; we are,, and we havg 
nothing that is good, but it comes from him ; he madg 
ys, he preſerves us, and he provides: for us; [therefore 
0 go your way into hy Gates with chank(giving ; and 
mto bu Courts with praiſe, be thankful unto hivh, and 
eak good of hu name. It was Jacob's Vow, that if 

would keep him , and give him Food and Rai 

>” ment, whilt he ſojourned in- Haran, vhen the Lord 
ſhould be his God: Now what was his Vow. ſhould bg 
=. bur reſolution and practice; God feeds, and cloathk 
" ind defends us,theretore ought he to be our God; That 
-”- is,,we ought to own him for ſuch by fairhful Gn 
Therefore , 1.. Let us pay our 
bounteous BenefaQtor the ju't and cafic Tribute. of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving , for our Creation preſerva 
tion, and all the Bleſlngs of this Liſe. 2. Let us i 
aþart daily. ſome of that time which he gives ,uh 
for a9s of Worſhip and Religion. , 3. et 145 1008 - 
the Lord with our ſubſtance either in ſecret, Charities 
p "by publick Offerings, paying him.an acknowledgmghy/ 
> . that he isour Land-lord ; and laſtly, ler vs appiy 087 


Telves to obſerve his Laws, to do what pleaſerh hm Þ ; 


becauſe we ar&not our own, we owe our [elves to bi 


-» 


Sat? ©... ut | Ars _ i | "TT 
The Love of FESUS. 9: 
|| wearchis, he gave us our being. - Theſe are als of 


' natural Religion, and them we owg to God,as he is our 
Creator and Benefattor. 


CHAP. -V. 


[ 
'} Of the Mercies of Redemption, and firſt, 

conſideration of the cnfenit Mzſeries we 
were redeemed from. 


Dw are to be conſidered the benefits. we receive 

from God as we are Sinners ; the Mercies of 

our Redemption ; how God our Creator is þecome 

FESUS, our Saviour ; how after having given us 

many, good. rhings , he art !aſt gave himſelf for us 
And that we may the berter underſtand the greatnef$.” 
ef *thjis unſpeakable and Divine Mercy , let our Mes + 
ditation delcend a while into that botromleſs Gulph of” -- 
Perdition, whercin we were plunged by Nature; in this 3 
plain manner. Repreſent to thy ſelf a man in Jub's "2 
condition; having added to his Ulcers aud Poverty-all *= 
the {adde(t calamities that ever'afflided atty- man upan b 
Earth, eſpecially the remorſes and horrors of -a guilty 2 
and tormented Conſcience , crying out of ,impatience* - [2 
and deſpair with Cain, My pain « greater than I coy *:* 
bear, This unhappy Creature having-for many years* "3 
born the unealie weight of his Miſeries, linger'd out £2155 
tedious and-diſconſolare Life, is at Jaſt, track. 2o-the 3 
' Heart with, a mortal wound and dies , 8nd fo paſſat Wu, 
from temporal to eternal - Sorrows ; he falls ing © 
lake of Fire and Brimſtone , a place ' where there is". 
- nothing but woe and darkneſs, weeping: and gnaſhing. © 
of: Teeth 5 where there is no Company but- of Tex-.. 
mented. and Torncntors ; nothing to- be - ſeen* but. © 
in bs 1.4 $ "what © 4 
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what is frightful , no Voices to be heard but Curſes, 
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Shricks and Lamentations ; where rkcre is the abſence 
of all good, and the preſence of all evil ; where men 
defire to die, and death flies away from thew. 

This is the fulneſs of his miſery , that it ſhall have 
no end, that he mult dwell with eve laſting Burnings; 
their Fire u not quenched , aud their Worm dies not, 
If weeping but one Tear every day, he might expet 
to be releaſt., after he had wept as much as would 
make'an Ocean , it would be ſcme comfort. !. but at 
the end of fo many Millions of years as would ſuffice 


' to weep & Sea, his Torments will be as far from erd- 


ing as the firſt day they began: and if after this 
manner , in proceſs of time , he ſhould ſhed Teas 
enough to make many more Seas, yet (till it might be 
truly Glid', this us but the beginming of ſorrows ; (hill 
there 18 2n intolerable Eternity to come ; for after as 


"many Thouſands of Millions of years as Torgue can: 
"expreſs or. Heart comprehend , Eternity is, nothing 


Sf:ned ; fill it is what ir was before, an Abyſs of 
«tion that can have no end; this excludes al 
Comfort ; this fills his Soul with a wotul deſpair; 
this is- another Hell in the mid{t of Hell, which in- 
mag.th him , and perpetually tortures his Mind, to 
think that there will-be no-end of his Sofferings, rlut 
he can conce:ve no-hope of being delivered:but that he 
muſt bear to-alt Erernity-, what every moment is in- 
tolerable!" O' dreadful. Erernity, who can ſeriouſly think 
of rhee and not tremble! X 


Now if thou doſt ask, for whar reaſon this vrednd 


Extearure is t\”rs tormented ? know that it is for Sin ; 


thecanſe his- tirſt Parents broke the Law of their 
Creation , and he followed their Footſteps ; they-in-+ 


volved him fivrſt in the guilt»of a wicked Rebellion 


'3ga nſt God, and afterwards. by -h's own aCis he made 
, himſelf yer more Criminal ; by: Nature he was a Child 
ef Wrath, and then he-became ſo, yet more by his 'f, 
vn 
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; geon, and a while aſter compaſſionately releaſt and? 


| befs, or rather more ; becauſe his Debt is: alſo for- 


'} rained therein. Therefore I deſire thov wouldſt brirg: 


$ nd conſider thy ſelf as if thou wert ſhut ' up in thar' 
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own Tranſgreſſions ; he was ſold under Sin, and then 
he became a willing Slave to it; his own thoughts, 
words and works being evil, and that continually ; 
he forſook God, and diſhonoured him , and proleſt 
enmity againſt him, and oppoſed his depraved Wall to 
Gods Holy Will, and fo became obnoxious to the 
infinite Juſtice of God, which therefore juſtly inflicis 
this deſerved puniſhment upon him. 

Ard now, if knowing the reaſon , thou doſt inquire | 
after the perſon, who by being fo unholy, is become ſo ' 
ext:emely unhappy ; 1 conld fay with the Propher, ' 
Thou art the man, this is thy Patrimony, as thou art a 
Child of Adam; this thou art by Nature: But the 
Divine Mercy hath reſcued thee from this mifery , and 
therefore I may ſay, Thou wert the man; this muſt ' 
bave been thy cafe, had not the Holy F ES U'S worke 
thy Redemption. by means as wonderful, as wes bis 
Pity and Charity. 8 

But before 1 proceed , I muſt alſo propound one-— © 
Queſtion. Two men are equally indebred, and equally 1 
unadſe ro pay; the one is patiently forborn', and ar ® 
laſt freely acquitted; the other is caſt into the Dun-' 


ſet ar liberty : I demand, 1s not he thar never entred | 
the Priſon as much. bound to loye his generous Cre-" 
ditor, as he that was delivered out of it ? Yes, doubt- - 


given, and yet he is freed from that trouble -and' 
forrow, which his Fetlow Debtor underwenr. Why: 
then, thy gracious Redeemer, by ſaving thee from the _” 
horrors anGtorments of Hell , hath laid on thee*ar' » 2? 
leaſt as great obligerions to Jove him, as if he had .. 1 
brought thee out of it, after thou hadit been long de-" 


thy. thoughrs back again to that unpleaſant abede, 2 


Dungeon, and then expreſs what- thou woutdſt 
gi ve 
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Foo releaſt, what thou wouldſt do for him that” 
bring thee ont ,of that horrible apd bottomlely,” 

; | Pit, 


A I Know that they that are afflitted with ſharp, no 
3 /.- pong and grievous ſickneſſes, would purchaſe health 'J th 
* with. all the wealth they have; and I believe na; 
-” reward would hirea man to hold his hand in the rag 
bk but for one hours time ; Therefore 1 doubt not bugy 

+ _ that, if it were in a mang power , he would give ths, .& 
{and @ thouſand more Worlds, to be brought out of al. 
OO rg Furnace ;. and: I am perſwaded F that: S 


vilt ſuffer thy Fancy to. be ative in framing tha}- Av 

b ck. and dreadful, Scene of Hglliſh horrors bogt ver 
thee, thou wilt: then heartily fay; Were I owner} fa 
of the whole Univerfe, I: would joyfully give it, ro} Hit 

- eqime gut of theſe ever-burging Flames which tormeng'} ve 
«(ha Body , 4nd to be freed. from, this never wing | | ther 

/ the remorſcs of my guilty Conſcience, whicy 4 fide: 


—$twre. my Saul : but becguſe 1 wry es freely 
would. F give my-felf to a that ſhould 
out of this wotul place. O, I would follow bing aff 
where, do any thing that he ſhould command, me, 
* embrace his Feet, kiſs the ground they tread on, and 
; *. give him all the demonſtrations of a fincere and palh- 
>:  onate Love! 
bY Well: thy Petition is granted before 'twas preſented , 
the.Love and Mercy of ] ESU $ hath prevented thy 
” requeſt and diftreſss Now make good thy Vows and 
*. Reſolutions; Love and Serve JESUS thy Re 
- deemer, and give thy ſelf up wholly to him. 1 _ 
F* that many may 'be -good Chriſtians without be 
— Pp ſnacht a 'of = Fire , without theſe _ { 
= affrightments: But I am ſhewing what our cooditian 
> had been without 2 Sayiour; what is that Gulph.c j 
Perdition whence J E SUS hath ſaved us, if we vilky. . 
be ſaved . by him: And. I. mention theſe affrightrng, 
Truths to perſmade men; to be motives of an acuit 
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and 2 vehement Love. For 'tis too obſervable , that 
few men ſeriouſly conſider 'what Regemprion means, 
what it was we were redeemed from, elſe they could 
not be ſo indeyout , . ſo diſobedient , hr unthankful .i0 
their” Saviour, | S.Pawl ſoppoſing, as I do here, that 
' withour Chriſt we were already dead and: periſhr, 
wakes it the reaſon of that Conftraining Lowe which 
enabled him and other Primitive Chriſtians to f 
1. & fly , and att ſo zealouſly for ] ESUS 
v4. . ove of Chriſt (faith he) conflrainerh us, becaufh 1 
thus ſndge, that if one died for all, then were all de 
3. TT he ſhould fay , we were certainly dead). irrecos 
7 1 * verably loſt, had not Chrift dicd | to purchaſe life 2p4 
4 falyation for us ; therefore we cannot chuſe but lov 
ol wy and it is no wonder if that love be ſtrong, and ie 
ef ve are” governed and ated by it. That thou mailt 
i«_ {therefore love affeRionately and live religiouſly , con- 
$4 fider ferionſly thar dearth, the miſery of that tondi- 
tion wherein thou wert , ang ever" muſt baye 
hae thou not 6 JESUS, 2 tmecifur 
Redeemer, 1 might add, that we were delivered from + 
the power and ſlavery, as well as from the condemnggs 
tion of Sin. But this is included in the other , it 


bringing forth fruits meet for Repentance: And as. it is 
d; | Mercy and Grace on Gods part, ſo on ours, jt is matter 
thy: |} of duty and earneſt endeavour, and muſt be the reſuls 
ind | nd &ffet of our Love, firſt that we offend not; 'apd 
Res | then that we ſerve diligently and faithfully him that 
n.þ fedeemed es from our vain converſation , and gave 
ing #imſelf for 1, that we being dead unto fin, might live 
| [& wie righteouſneſs. 


impoſſible re be ſaved from the wrath to come, . without. 
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CHAP. VE 


How graciouſly and wonderfully we were 
Redeemed. 


Further engagement to love and obey will be 
to conſider the mannner how our Redemption 
was effeted, and the price that was paid for it, thus: 
The Bleſſed Son of God , the Second Perfon of the 
Ever glorious Trinity , undertook that work himſelf 
which none elſe could perform : For w men , and fo 
our ſalvation hi came down from Heaven, and wa 
incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary , and 

| war made Man, In this at of 
eu praſepe jacer, ſab Bib Miracles and Mercies ſeem 


"I Angdas paſeit, the God of Eternity. ſhould be 
de purific. 2. 


born in time; that the Creator 
of all thiags ſhould be the 
Son of a Creature ; that the Moſt Higheſt ſhould 
abaſe himſelf to the low condition of a Servant ; that 
God ſhould become an Infant , is a miracle of Love, 
which we can admire and adore, but never fully com- 
preheng... The greatueſs of God is unſearchable, hit 
excellencies and pertettions are incomprehenſible ; he 
is infinitely good, powerful, wiſe and holy. Man, cot- 
trariwiſe, is in himſelf wicked and weak , ignorant, 
impure and nyſcrable ; there is ſo great a diſpropo; 
| tion betwixt God and Man, © 
Hac oft menſura amris, VW9E, lo immenſe a diltanc 
now ſolum quantum fecit that nothing leſs than an i? 


mand centinet, whers tO VIC One with another ; that 
1 Jug, (ed 


ne", quante fecit proneby, finite Love could have filled 


ft & quantillns fativi uy the Gulph berwixt the 
oft pro nabn, two {o different natures , a 
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united them into one perſon. *Twas never ſeen thar 

2 Shepherd would creep upon all four, and cover 

himſelf with a Sheep skin, to call his Fleck out of 

vere | danger, and to expoſe himſelf for it; bur the good 

Shepherd did manch mor? : When he came to lay 

down hu life for hs loſt and wandering fheep , and 

gather them into his fold ; he took on him , not only 

11 bs | the likeneſs, but the very natme ot them ; he became 

ption the Lamb of Ged, that he might be the Shepherd of 

thus: | Mankind. Though he was infinitely more above man, 

# the | than Men are above Beaſts, yer he became ?he Sn of 

:mſelt} an, that he might become the Saviour of men. 

d fo "Twas never ſeen that a Sovereign Prince would ſeek 

4 wa} fo reduce to loyalty the molt abject of his revelliops 

ond | SubjeAs , by mixing Blood with them , uniting their 

actof} Families rogether ; but behold the Supreme Monazch 

+ ſeem | of Heaven and Earth contracts a near affinity with 

; that his ungrateful Rebels, who are as vile and miſcrable 
ald be as they are criminal , that he may free them from + 

reator | heir gnile, and win them to their duty and their hap- 

\ the pincls. Proud and wretched Sinner! thou wouldſt be 

houls | © far from entring into the kindred of meaner per- 

. that | Tons, thoſe that are much thine inferiors, that thou 

Love, | <anſt hardly endure to be in their company : and be- 

com. | Bold, the-moft Glorious and Holy God, thine offended 

=” Sovereign, is become thy near relation, is become thy 

e ; ef Sher, that he may win thine affections and become 

| thy Saviour. | 
His life, all along, was a continuation of. his. great 


mercy and humility, he went about doing good, healing 
all manner of diſeaſes Corporal and Spiritual, giving 
excellent Inftruftions aud great Examples of ,Vertve. 
Tut what we now conſider , and what ſhould moſt 
affeR vs, is, that for our ſakes' he was a man of -ſor- 


| 70w1, and acquainted with grief , all the time of his 
dl abode here below. At his firſt entrance into the world 
ig. be-was degraded , even below the condition of the 
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meaneſt Infants, being born in a Stable ang laid ing 
Manger ; eight days after he began to be, numbreg 

_ among the Tranſz#efſors', receiving the blyody anf 

B  paintul Sacrament of Circumciſion , which belonged} * — 
= only to Sinners; in his youth he lived in poverty and 

© obſcurity, and was ſubject to his Parents ; whea he 

| manifeſted himſelf to the world , then he perpetually 

24 enMured the contradifion of Sinners ; belides , thattel 

8: lived upon Alms, becoming poor for us, wha was Lind 

df all: He wantcd even time to cat what the chant 
of pious perſons afforded him, and had not ſo mud 
as 4 place where he might reſt hu head. He w 

; ' tempted of Satan, that he might ſuccour thoſe that an 

2m rempted ; he often watcht whole Nights to Prayer, aud 

"ks was often faint with tireſom journeys, and hunger, and 

| thirſt : and what is yet worſe, he was daily perſecutgl 

"by ingrateful men , for whom he endured all rh 
"They flandered him with falſe imputations of being 
= a Glittton and a Wine-bibber; his kind aud charitabs 

* aſability in converſing with noted Sinners , was made 

© matter of accuſation, as if he had conſented to tharh' ky 

- * evil deeds ; his Divine Dofrin was derided , asif} ,. 

' proceeding from madneſs; the Miracles which KF ;, 
* wrought in their behalf, were ſaid to be done by $a 

_ " *Cery, and packt with Beelz«bub : and to all rheſe di 
_ graces and contumelies they would often have addes; 
© Yiolence, and {toned him to death, had he nor eſcapes 
- Out of their hands by a haſty flight. | 


; "x 
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' Lord , thou hadſit compaſſion on the Multizugt 
' becauſe they had followed thee three days, and 
© wothing 0 eat, Mat. 15..32, and thon livedſt abol 
-* "three and thirty years , waiting upon, thy [baſe $ 3 
* Fugitive Servants, . who were became, thine Enemi 
b  feeking to prevent their_ruine,, by the aGduity of Wl; 
| **, cate and Kindneſs ! O. ſad Ingratiruge,..that we hon 
' be be Yaon weary, in hs , when thou, wal A 
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patient and indefatigable 'in ating and ſuffering for 
us, for our happineſs and our ſalvation. 
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r- CHAP. VII 

ul ag 

ol *'/ conſideration of the Croſs in its four at 

lk — menſions. 

Wi. | F 

on \TD Ur if we defire 20 be rooted and graunded its lowe, 

vy Eph. 4. 19. and go comprehend with all Sainrs 

ny the immenſe Charity of the Son of | God , which 

as: ;paſſeth knowledge , which infinitely exceederh All 

anc -Learniog in profitableneſs and exccllency ; then meg- ' 

any fore the Love of Chiiſt by the dimenſions -of his 

sf Croſs,the breadth and the length. the depth and height 

sf :thereof, for thereia love appcars, in its tull exteat , ſo 3 
ab that nothing can be added to it, That the eternal 
"Son of God would become our Brother , by becoming ©. 
nat Man, and would live in poverty and Contempt, was - 

as if very much ; but that afterwards he would die for us, 

1 RE in that mn_ as he did, is the greateſt wonder that 

W] ever the World ſaw. And indeed, there hapned more +. 
di Prodigies when he died, than at all other times of his © -\ 
adet'{ hnmiliation; the Sun hid himſelf, darkneſs over- © 
ajel {pread the whole World , the Earth ſhook, the Stoucs 


and Rocks were rent, the Graves were opencd, and the 
Vail of the Temple was divided in twain ; Nature 
; (tergcd to be}, amazed to ſee her God ſuffer and &ie 
- upon 2 Croke: Greater love hath no man than thu 
"S., at 4 man lay down hy life for hu friend ; "tis true 
\- man cannot poſſibly do more: I, bur JESUS did 
© much more; he was God, then he became Man that - 
& He might die for his Enemies. . This is it , whereof 
* S.Paut ſpeaks, when he ſaith it was never conceived 


or 


ord » 
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prepared for them that love him: 2 ſpeak (ſaith he) 
the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even the hidden 
wiſclom which.none of the Princes of thu world knew, 
for bad they known it , they would never have cruti- 
. fied the Lor1 of Glory : but as it 1s written , eye hath 
not ſecn, nor ear heard , neither is it entred into the 
heart of man, the thirgs which God hath prepared 
for them that love him ; but God hath revealed them 
ro 1 by his Spirit. It appears, that he ſpeaks (not of 
the bliſs of Heaven, but) of the crucifixion of our 
"Bleſſed Saviour , which to the Jews was a {tumbling 
Block, and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs , and which 
neither the Senſes nor the Reaſoa of man could ever 
' comprehend ; but,as a hidden Myſtery was made known 
to Chriſtians, by the revelations of the All knowing 
Spirit of God. To underſtand therefore as much » 
may be, this never fully underſtood and never enough 
2dmired Love of our Receemer , in dying ſor us, let 
usin the firſt place view the Breadth of his Cuoſs; 
that is, the variety of the Torments he endured tor w, 
in the laſt Stage of his unealie Pilgrimage. 


-ot-ſeen , how great are the things which God hath 
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CH AP. VIII 


The Breadih of the Croſs, or the mani- 
fold Sufferings of Chriſt for our Redem- 


ption. 


E niay begin with the manner of his Appre- 
Y henfion; he was taken as if he had been s 


public Enemy to Mankind , a Thiet or a Murtherer, 
with Swords and Staves, with rudeneſs and violence ; 


hewas betrayed by one of his Diſciples , forſaken by 


the reſt, and then bound and drag'd from place to 
place by thoſe he had inſtrued and fed, and in' whoſe 


'beb#lf he had wrought Miracles. He was called an 


impioub- Blaſphemer , and voted guilty of death , for 
confefſing 2 great and necefſary Truth , that he was 
the only Son of GOD. Afﬀerwards he was expoſed n 
whole Night to the Indignities and Mockeries of his 
inſulting Enemies; they pet upon his ſweet and glo+ 
riovs Face ; they vailed him, and ſmore his Head and 
buſfeted him ; and, as if he had been a contemptible 
l&ot,to be made ſport withal,they bade him prophelie, 
glieſs who gave him the blows. He was accuſed - be- 
fore the Roman Pretor, as being a lewd MalefaQtor , a 
rebellious Traytor, who ſubverted the People, anil for- 
bade to pay Tribute to Cxſar. From thence he was 
ſent to King Herod, where he was ſet at nought, and 
abuſed by him and his Souldiers , and then ſent back 
vith ſcorn and contempt to Pilate, Afterwards Barabh. 
bas, 2 ſeditious Murtherer, was preferred to him , and 
® loud clamor raiſcd by the People, that he might be 
enxified and put ro death, Then was he whip'd be- 
fore their eyes, tied to a Poſt like a vile Slave , and 
expoſed to the ſervile Rods , whiles they ploughed fur- 
ws wpon his back as the Prophet ſpake ; the Souldiers 
C took 
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his Head till the Blood run of all fides of hin; 
they beat him with Canes and Clubs, and ' put a Ree 
inſtead of- a Scepter in his hand; and when he was al 
over Spittle and Blood they brought out their Moc 
"King,and Pilate preſented him to the People,and faid 
Behold the man , thinking to move them to pity by 
ſo fad a'ſpetacle ; but nothing leſs than his death 
would ſatisfie their enraged Cruelty : therefore he 
was condemned, and then abuſed afreſh by the Soul. 
diers, and loaded with his Croſs, and driven out of the 
* City to: Mount Golgorha, Now here begins a nev 
ſcene of Sorrows; the affliied Son of Man havin 
loſt much:Blood, and ſuffered ſo much ; having bea 
rudely. haled from the Garden to Annas, from Anna 
+;to Caiphas, from Caiphas to Pilate , from Pilate 
"Herod , from Herod to Pilate again , and from th 
co the place of ' his Execution, arrives at laſt, faint aul 
weary, and ſorrowful upon Mount Calvary , where ht 
- ... wastodie; here his Hands and Feet (which are mol 
> ſenſible parts of our Bodies, by being moſt full d 
' Nerves) were pierced through and nailed to the Crols; 
and though there was a ſeat where to reſt his Body, 4 
the Ancients ſay, yet the Croſs being lift up, and put 
-., nto /the hollowneſs of the ground ro make it ſtand 
» "© upright, his' wounded Body was ſhaken and affected, 
doubtleſs with a moſt acute pain. He was expoſed: 
naked; not only to the view of the multitudes, but 
alſo to the open air, which was extremely cold, in that. 
the Sun was hid; he was burnt inwardly with an " 
ceſhive heat and drineſs, being tired with ſo manſ 
Jearneys ; and being exhauſted of ſpirits and moiſture, 
-by his ſorrows and bleeding , infomuch that he com 
plained of this above all his other Suffcrings,.cryiog out} 
1 thirſt, (though we may fay, thzt he thirſted moſt 
our happineſs, that he thirſtcd to drink our the 6 4 
of his bitrer Cup,that we might drink 5he Cup of $4 


vatim.jl 


took him, platted a Crown of Thorns and preſt it a} - 
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watjon.,) He wanted the uſe of his Hands and. Feet, 
being tied to ſuffer , -ſo that he could not ſo much as 
F tir, nor wipe the Blood off his Face ; he was afflicted 
*%] vith the fight of his afflicted Mother , who frem her 
faid wounded Soul refleticd ſorrow upon her dying Son and 
Saviour. His Soul was alſo, as it were crucified , by 
7 the ſenſe of his Divine Anger againſt the Sins of men, 
for the which he was making expiation , inſomuch 
that he complained, that God had forſaken him, | And 
laſtly, his Heart-ſtrings were broke , and his Body 
deprived of lite, by a moſt violent and bitter death; 
And now, who ſhall not love JESU $S? and who ſhall 
not admire that Love which is expreſt in the breadth 
of the Croſs? Lord, how exceeding broad was thy 
Croſs, which contained ſo many ſorts of Turments! 
Nothing can be compared to it, but thy Charity which 
made thee take it up, that we might be charged with s 
nothing, but a pleaſant and eaſie Toke ! But, Lord, i 
Be why do we, molt vile and ſinful Creatures , refuſe to * a» 
1l of bear thy /ight burthen, when thou the Moſt Holy and 
4108 Higheſt haſt torn for us ſo ſad and intolerable 
a load ? 


fland | _ 
poſed! - CHA P..1\ 
that The Length of the Croſs. 


W-* are now to meaſure the Length of "the FW” 
Croſs, that is , the time of Chrifts! birret | <3 
COM), Paſſion, the tedious dwation of his Sufferings,, which Wo 
began with his Birth , and continued to his laſt breath. © 3 

| WW] The Life of JESUS, as we have ſeen, was, as it were, 
7} 2 Chain of Miſcries, every link , every conneQion, 
had ſomething grievous and affliftive , He was 4 men 
C 2 of 


A 


% 
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of Sorrows ; therefore we no where read that. ever | 


Jaught, or enjoy'd the pleaſures and the mirth of thif 


World : but that he ſuffered much and wept ſever 
times, is recorded by the Evangeliſts. Every day wa 
in ſome manner , the day of his Crucifixion (which t 
us is Good, but to him was ſad Friday :) for he knoy. 
ing all along what he was to ſuffer, and living in 
expeQation of that cruel death ; we may ſay, that hy 
Fears did , in ſome manner , prevent his Murtheren, 
and by anticipation, acted upon him , while he lived 
what they were to inflict on him to put him to death; 
for he was pleaſed ro aſſume, together with our Natur, 
our innocent Paſſions and Infirmities. 7 have 4 
Baptiſm (faith he) to be baptized with, and how an 
I conſirained until it be accompliſhed ! that was the 
Baptiſm of his Blood , which he wiſh'd for , becaul 
of his love to Mankind, his great deſire of paying 
our Ranſoms ; but feared, becauſe of the repugnance 
of his human Nature, to ſuch bitter ſufferings; 
wherefore (faith he) (/\wixouas, I am conftrained, 
I amiina ſtreight betwixt two, 1 wiſh, and yer I fex 
todic, But that which we molt properly call his Pak 
'fron , becauſe it exceeded the reſt of his Sufferingy 


laſted eighteen hours , without intermiſſion , nine of} 


Thurſday night, and nine of Friday; from the time 
of. his Agony in the Garden, about nine at Night while 
three in the Afternoen of the day following; all 
which time he ſuffered thoſe ſeveral ſorts of pains and 


tortures, which are already mentioned ; all that time 


he drank full draughts of that bitter Cup , the fear 
whereot made - him ſweat drops” of Blood , when he 
began to taſte of it; all that time he ſuffered/whit 
no Tongue can expreſs , but what all Hearts - ſhould 


endeavour to fee] and tothink of daily. Lord ] BSUF 
thou wert tormented a long time , that we might not? 


be. tormented to all Eternity ; grant that we may 
endure . any thing for thee, and trom ,thee 'owf 


| God, 


mcn. 


I C—— 


| 


; 
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God, who didſt endure ſo much for men , and from 


mel, - 


CHAP. XA 
The Depth of the Croſs. 


E have ſeen that Bar of the Croſs, on which 

the Hands of our Bleſſed Saviour were nailed, 

the breadth and the length, that is, the variety and 
the tediouſneſs of the pains and ſufferings he under-- 
went for us: Now we are tro conſider the biggeſt 
piece which ſtood upright , whereon his Body reſted 
and his Feet were nailed ; the depth and the height, 
that is, the pureneſs and the greatneſs of his ſorrows, 
If we read with attention the Paſſion of Chriſt in the 
four Goſpels, we ſhall ſee our Bleſſed Redeemer, asit . 
vere, ſunk into a deep abyſs of miſery , by the heavy 
burthen of our ſins ; he might well cry by his Probes, 
See whether there 5 any ſerrow like unto my ſorrow # 
for the greateſt of human afflitions admit of many, 
comforts , whereas he was deprived of all; as there 
was no part in us but was infefted with Sin, .there was 
hone in him but was afﬀeQed with pain ; he-was all 
over ſtripes and ſores , an univerſal wound within and 
vithout ; he ſuffered in all his capacities , in his out- 


Ward and inward ſenſes, in all the parts and . faculties 


of his Soul and Body : the very circumſtances of -his 
Paſhon did a)l concur to make it more bitter and 
afflictive. He was deprived of that ordinary comfort 
of being aſſiſted by his Friends , -all the Diſciples 
forfook him and fled; as the Propher bad- foretold of 
him, 1 have trodden the Wine-preſs alone, and of the 


"people there was none with me; 1 looked .and there 


C3, Wa 
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War mone to belp, 1 wondred that there was non ts 
wphold, Ifai63. He was like a mild and defenceleſ 
Lamb in the midſt of ravenous Wolves ; there were 
none about him , but ſuch as thir{ted for his Blood, 
And no wonder if man forſook him , when he was in 
ſome manner forſaken even by his Father. Ir pleaſed 
God to give him up to the Cruelties of wicked men, 
and the ſorrows of death; and that his Divine Na- 
ture, (though perſonally and inſeparably united to his 
humanity) ſhould for a time fuſpend the effeds of 


" its beatifying union , and leave him , ſuffer as a man} 


in Soul and Body, the greatelt pains without the leaf 
comforts. They that ſaw our crucified Saviour ſuffer 
ſo patiently, as not to open his mouth to complain, 
might have thought that he had no ſenſe of pain; 

therefore he cries out ſo bitterly, My God, my God, wh 
haſt thou forſaken me? Why doſt thou ſuffer me to 
be plunged into this gulph of Sorrow, ſo that I have 
nothing but anguiſh within and without ? Why dot 
thou ſuffer me ro be almoſt overwhelmed by ſo great 
2 diſtreſs, and art ſo far from helping me, and from 
the words of my complaint? Pſal. 22. Lord, we had 
deſerved to fink, and evermore to cry and groan in the 
bottomleſs Pit; and to reſcue us, thou art pleaſed to 
deſcend very Jow ; and with ſtrong crying and teari, 
to ſay, De profundis clamavvi, Out of the depths han 
T cried unto thee, O Lord, hear my woice, Pfal. 130. 
be pleaſed to hear us, deareſt Lord, when we call upon 
thee, and make thy voice fink into our hearts,and there 
find a chearful admiſſion, and a conſtant and ſincere 
Obedience. 


_—— 


AP, 


CHAP. XL 
The Height of the Croſs. 


Ow we have only the Height of the Croſs to 
look on, that is, the ſublimity , the greatneſs 


- of the torments of Chriſt's Crucifixion ; that in this 


ſenſe his Croſs was very high , appears already ty 
what hath been ſaid; aud yer we may conſider fur- 
ther, that he being conceived by the Holy Ghoſt of 
a moſt pure Virgin , was therefore of a moſt healthful 
conſtitution ; ſo that his ſenſes being very quick and 
apprehenſive, were ſenſible of pain beyond other mens ; 
and fo all the blows and wounds he received , and his 
being nailed and ſtretched three long hours on the 
Croſs, as upon the Rack, muſt ncees have been a molt 


| exquiſite torture. Alſo, the vigor of his Nature, be- 


ing neither weakned nor ſpent by age or diſtemperr, 
he being full of Rrength and in the flower of his age, 
was capable to taſte the ſmart and ſharpneſs of his 
pain, to the very laſt moment of his life ; and ſo 'tis | 
written by S. Luke , That he cried with a loud woice © 
when he gave up the ghoſt, to ſhew that he was till 
very ſtrong, and thar his death was bitter and violens 
to extremity. There was likewiſe an inviſible Croſs, 
which afflifted his Soul , and made it ſorrowful ven 
unto death; his heart was lite wax, melted ff the 
midſt of his bowels, Pſal. 22. and in the midſt of fo 


| many and fuch intolerable pains, his Murtherers ſhook 


their Heads , made Mouths at him , ſcoft at his ſor; 


' rows by cruel] and inſulting Mockeries, and by their 
'$ Tongues and Derifions aggravated thoſe ſufferings; 


vhich their hands could hardly increaſe ; but thar 
the Croſs of Chriſt was higher in the greatneſs of 
C4 --*"."* WO 
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its pains than that of any Martyr, of any man that 
ever ſuffered , is evident enough only by coniidering 
who it was that was crucified on it; for it was more 
that JESUS, being perfect God as well as Mag, - 
ſhould ſhed one drop of Blood, than that all Men 2 


and Angels ſhould for Millions of years bear the - 
greatelt Torments. Lord, we were wonderfully made } f 
| 


by thy power , but we are yet more wonderfully re: 
deemed by thy mercy ! Lord, what is man, that thoy (of 
fhouldſt thus be mindful of him ! or rather, what is | 
Man, that he is unmindtul of thee! 


C H A P. X11, . me 


What an infinite Love is expreſt by th] fn 
Croſs. ſhe 


Ow we have ſeen the whole Frame of the Crol, # 
N writ all over in Blood with CharaQters of 
Love, expreſſions of the greateſt kindneſs , for a teſti- 
mony that JESUS loved us unto death. Not any 
forrow or anguiſh in his Soul , not any gap or wound Of 
in his Body, but are as many Mouths to cry aloud in 
the ears of all men ; Behold what manner of Love 
4 God had for his Enemies , his finful and unworthy 
Creftures, to ſuffer ſuch things, to die in ſuch a man- 
& ner, for to redeem them and make them happy! 
"* Now, let us, if we can , com- 
| : ——_ _ prehend the breadth and the 
LOND SE lag, che bright and th 
= \ quo liger; petuit Dew ! depth of the Love of ] E SUS, 
>. Idior, that Love which bound him 

much harder than the Cords | 
of the Jews, and nailed him to his Croſs much faſter $ . 


— 
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| Fe might bave life, that 


than thoſe Irons which pierced his Hands and Feet ; 
for he that could with one word caſt his Enemies to 
the ground , could eaſily have | broke their bands and 
eſcaped from them, but that his Love did conftrain 
him, and make him deſirous and willing thus ro dye. 


What man would ſuffer one half of what Chrift did, 


for his deareſt Benefaftor? And then , how immenſe 
and wonderful was that Charity which he expreſt ifi 
ſoffering the ignominy and pains .of the Croſs? for 
thoſe that were his Enemies and had highly injured 
him, and from whom he could expect no reward , but +» 
only to be loved again! Let us therefore remember 
it throughout this whole Book , or rather throughout + 
our whole Life, that we have been redeemed from 
Eternal deſpair and miſery , and from our vain and 
finful converſation, not by any corruptible thing , as 
felver and gold, but by the precious Blood of Chrift, 
ſhed with great pain and great ignominy. 


—— 
— 


CH AP. XII. 


Of the Eternal Happineſs merited for us by © 
the Croſs of Chriſt , and meaſured "v3 - 


it, ' 


His Love of JESUS is more already by fas, . 
- than ours can anſwer : Could our hearts. buſh -- 


. Ferpetually with thoſe brighteſt flames of Love: whish -- + +: 


batifie the Cherubims , could they contain all che. 
moſt paſſionate affettions of all Saints, both in-Heaven 


, 


nd Earth, -yet we could not Jove JESUS 6 much 


4s he deſerves, for having died to fave us from-eternal , . + 
4 Eath: And yer he did more ; he ſuffered deat that - 4 
we might have Tteraat bid, - --* 
C's not. 4 
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not only that we might not be intirely miſerable , but 


alſo that we might be perfely happy. Heaven is 


the purchaſe of the Blood of. Chriſt , as well as re» 
demprion from Hell; God who is rich in mercy , for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, when we wer 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, hath quickned us together 
with Chri(t, and hath raiſed usup, and made us ſit 
zogether in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, Epheſ.2.5, 
Let us meditate a while upon that far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory , reſerved im Heaven far 
ws, 2 Cor,z. 17. and in it conſider the ſame dimen. 
fions, as in the price wherewith it was bought, the, 
Croſs of our Saviour , and it will greatly preſs aad 
increaſe our obligations to love him. 

It is yg0' vumpCoalu tis SmpConlu ator i bd: 
e© Eng, as S. Paul calls it; each word is a patt 
of its dimenſion. Firſt, 'the Breadth ; It comprehends 
all-joys and pleaſures , all things. that are good and 
deſirable , all that can yield ſatisfation , and create 
happineſs to a man; even that incomprehenſible and 
mcreated Goodneſs, which is the inexhauſtible Fountain 
of perfe& Bliſs and Feliciry ; 17 whoſe preſence there i1 
fulneſs of joy, at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures 

evermore. Secondly, Its Reight : It is above the 
Regions of the Air, in the higheſt Heavens ;. the fub- 
Imity and- greatneſs of its glory is expreſt, by being 

. 4ikethe Angels of God ; by ſhining forth as the Sun; 
. "by a Kingdom , a Crown incorruprible , a Crown of 
\kfe, "and fitting with the Son of God in his Throns. 
Thirdly, Its Depth : It is pure and unmingled , it ad- 
wits. of nothing afflitive ; neither death nor ſorrow, 
.;ncither hunger nor thirft, neither pain nor anguiſh; 


. "ll tears. are wiped. from their eyes. There is the ab- 


- fence of all evil, and the preſence of all good; there- 
fore 'tis.calld the Foy of our Lord, than which nothing 
xaq expreſs a greater ; for God is intirely and perfeRly 


> —— 


dappy. 20d f©. incapable of any forrow , that 


»*, * 
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leaſt Gght 'of the Beatifical Viſion would turn Hell ir 
felf into Paradice. Fourthly and laſtly, Its Length, 
irs never ceafing duration: It admits of no end or 


: 
|} Period, it \s Everlaſting, it is Eternal, it is for ever 
*. and ever ; after as many Millions of years as there is 
4 drops of water in the Sea, it will but begin; and after 
f , as many thouſands of Millions more , it will be no 


nearer ending than it was at firſt, ſtill Erernal, and 
ho ever Eternal. This is that Bliſs which we had forfeited 

by Sin , and are re-intituled to by the Paſſion of 
Chriſt ; that Bliſs which if often and duly con{idered, 
4 would make us deſpiſe the World, long for Heaven, 
? love affeRtionately, and ſerve diligently that ]J ESU'S 
+ | whooffersit to us, and died to purchaſe ir. Wherefore 
S. Paul prays ſo earneſtly for the Epheſians , That God 
would give them the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation; 
be the eyes of their underſtanding enlightned , that they 
might know what is the hope of hu calling; and 
ny what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
Saints, Ephel. 1.18. 

That we right once be poſſeſſed of this Bliſs,as well 
as delivered from Hell , was the cauſe why JESUS 
he deſcended down from Heaven, became poor, took on 
h. him the form of a Servant, and humbled himſelf unts 
- death, even the death of the Croſs; for the joz that 

5 |. wes ſet before him, he def] piſed the ſhame and endured 
of | Croſs faith S. Paul, Heb. 12.2. That Joy,we may ſay, 
was not the enjoyment of heavenly Bliſs, for hymaſelf; 
4. | 3s his vithour ſuffering; there was no need he ſhoald 
dear the Croſs for to obtain it., he had a ſure Tirle to- 
hk. | * byNature:: 2he joy therefore that was ſet before him 
tb. | vs the joy of ſaving us, the joy of reſcuing us-from 

the jawsof Death, the gulph of ererhal Perditioa ; the 


ng Joy of paying the Price tor our Redempripn ; the joy. * w 


of making us capable ot erernal Joys z: the joy of 
jurkaſing the glory and felicitics of Heaven tar us ;, 
4 word, the joy of ſhewing us his love, and expe» 


Qing, © 
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- ling thereturns of ours. This was the joy, why, be 
- deſpiſed the ſhame, becauſe his ſhame ſhould raiſe ug 


ta glory ; this was the joy, why, he endured the Criſs, 


becauſe his Croſs ſhould exalt us to a happy and ho- 
nourable Throne. 


This Meditation of. the great and manifold benefits, 


F, + :0f God, and. the wonderful love and charity he hath 
3 thewed us in ] ESUS, we may and ſhould proſecute 


-- puich farther, in all inſtances, for 'ris infinite, and never 


enough tobe conſidered and admired. Bur, Reader, if 
that little,, I have here ſet down doth not affett thee, 


'and if being affefed with it, thou doſt not reſolve to. 


return to God all poſhble acknowledgments and de- 
monſtrations ot 

| Hacce vie ameris eft . Love ,- then read. no further ; 
- 1g. ne v14 rar for, as what precedes is matter 
4954 dhgreaggd #* of Mercy-from Gods part, fo 

wiſh, ne oifeſa: , 

| wie now ſoluw ſermonic, What follows is matter of duty 
ſod ej1am operis. Idiot. on thine. I ſhall now infer that, 

x we muft love God , becauſe he 
Bf loved. ws ; and that if the loveof JES US tous, 
bath made him bear our Croſs, our loye to him muſt 
make us bear his .yoke : If he died for us. becauſe he 
| Joyed vs, then we mult live to him, to make it appear 
that we Jove. him. For. this is love, ſaith S. John, that 
we keep bis Commanaments,1 John 5.3. By our hearty 


obedience we are to declare, that we are ſenſible of his. 


Ttoye, and deſirous to requite it. - This trial of our affe- 
Rions he humſclf doth require; If je keep my Com 
menaments, ye ſball abide in my love , and ye ſhall be 


my Friends if ye. do whatſoever 1 have commangtd.; 


Jeu, John I 5.10» 


a grateful 
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0- "4 
| That the Mercies of cur Redemption chal-- v 
ry lenge our love and hearty obedience. : 
» Ow then we are to conſider , that God giving. = 


if knowledge of ſalvation to men , hath alſo 3 
©, thereby proclaimed their duty : Manifeſting his Love, 5 
0. he hath engaged and required theirs; as our being, :-+ © 
» called to be Chriſtians makes a great and real change, 
al 2s to the happineſs of our condition ; = great and 3 
real change it ought alſo to make, as to the holinels of © 
. our converſation. Therefore S. Paul calls the Golpel, ©: 
The power of God unto ſalvation to every one that... . 
b-lhevethy Rom.2. 16. and he prays for the: Epheſpans,.: _ 
that they might know the love of Chriſt, that ſo they i») 
might be filled with all the fulneſs of God,Ephel.3- 18. 
as. to ſay, that the knowledge of the Love of Chyiſt  - 
is exceeding, powerful and efficacious , and would It» 
pleniſh them with all graces and vertues ; for this © 
cauſe he ſers ſo high a value upon the excellency » of 2+ 
tha knowledge , efteeming all the world but dung in ©: 
compariſon of :t, Phil. 3. 8. and he exhorting the Cree _ > 
tians to be ready to every good: work, puts:them in _. * 
mind that they, who were once deſobedient, deceived, © 
ſerving divers Iuſts, had been delivered. from that - 
unhappy condition by the appearance of the love of God. 
our Saviour towards man, Tit.z. as in other places, he 
exhorteth Chriſtians, to walk worthy of their calling ; 
worthy of the Goſpel ; thereby declaring that the ma-..  _ 
nifeſtation of the .Divine Love , in the Preaching of-.. ©: 
the Goſpel, was the promulgation, as of their happi-:. - ©: 
neſs, ſo of their duty; whereby they were reſcued , 2 
as well from living as from. periſhing in their Ts Fr 
n f is 645 A 
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Tis the appearance of that grace of God which bring. 
eth ſalvation, Tit. 2.11. that teacheth men to live 


ſoberly 4 righteouſly and godly: and *tis the receiving 
= and crediting that Heavenly DoCtrin, that quencheth 
” the flery dartsof Satan, that purifies the heart, and 
E* overcomes the World; ſo that the bare belief of the 
. gruth of the New Teſtament is a ſtrong and indiſpen- 
> fable obligation to a chearful , univerſal and perſe- 
= yering obedience to all its precepts ; the very pro- 
- feſſion of being Chriſtians doth ſtrialy bind us to the 


ce of all Chriſtian duties. But the neceſſity 
of a holy Faith and a holy Life hath been fo fully 
evinced and aſſerted, and all things that pertain to life 
and godlineſs, fo clearly and learnedly explained by 
Catholic Writers Ancieat and Modern, eſpecially 
many pious Parhers and Sons of this Church ſince 
the Reformation, that I need, nor can add nothing 
to their learned labours. We want Charity , nor 
knowledge ; therefore now I 'turn my ſelf, as my de- 
fign is, to draw Inferences from known and granted 
premiſſes, ro move the affections and affe& the heart; 
and various arts and meditations, to kindle and 
| nouriſh in-our Breaſts the fire of a divine Love. 
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CHAP. XV. 


An invitation to enter the Cloiſter of 
Love. 


Ask therefore; Haſt thou conceived a fair Idea. of - * 


Chriſtianity ? haſt rhou obſerved the glory and 
greatne's of its Myſteries, the holineſs of its Do- 
Qrin ; and. the perfeCtion of its Precepts and Counſels ? 
haſt thou conſidered and admired the great exemplar 
of all Vertues, the Holy JESUS, Author of this 
Holy Inſtitution.? Haſt thou read his Life with an 
obſerving eye ; and haſt thou viewed the fair Copies 
of rhis perfet Original, which have been drawn by 
many of his Saints, in the imitation of his. Example? 
Haſt thou weighed the excellency. of his Promiſes, the 
great Immunitics , and the invaluable Advantages 
which belong to his Followers ? Haſt thou ſeriouſly 
pondered the great. obligations. which the | Love of 
JESUS. hath laid upon thee? and art thou defirous * 
to be happy by loving again., and being grateful? if 
ſo, enter this Cloifter of Love. Love JESUS, and 
thon ſhalt reign with him. | 

The Cloiſter I mean is not the precind of a pars 
ticular Abbey, or the confinement of a narrow Cell ; 
but as to the place, it is the Catholic Church , whoſe: 
incloſure is large enough to entertain all the Reli- 
gions in the world, all that are of the Chriſtian Order: 
And the Rule I would hare thee follow , is not thar 
of any Founders, nor even that of Pachoming, {aid to- 
have been brought down by Angels; but that whiols 
the Son of God himſelf delivered , the Goſpel Rule, 
the Chriſtian Laws , which were bound upon 'vs by, 
him that is our Lord and our Judge , and to whom: 
gratitude, duty and intereſt obligeth us all to be obe- 

| dient. 


0 
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dient, Hath met God given his Beloved Son the hea. 
then for his inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the 

earth for hu poſſeſſion * Pſal.2, 
f* Car fic rams: Chri- © Why then (faith Eraſmw,) | T 
Bb profeſimem,, quam ille © ſhgyld we confine the excel- 
b, lariflime velwit patere? & « 1ecy and perfettion of Chri- 
ago certe fic optarm 3 nity to particular places? 
F. wvangelicam Re/igionem 1anity P P1ACes ! 
fic omnibus «fſe cords, gc. hi Why ſhould we make that 


Enck; « ſhort and narrow , which 
| | & Chrift would have to be of 
© an univerſal extent? if it be words we affet , is not ic 


*a City 2 great Monaſtery, the Abbot whereof is the M 
«Biſhop, ſet over it by Chriſt ? Would to God the di 
* *-Chriftian Rule were fo well beloved and obſcrved, $ 
* that no man might ſeek or defire the Bened:#in or ſe 
Franciſcan : 1 fay ſo too, all this is true and to be tir 
wiſhed ; yet the univerſal comprehends many particu- el 
lar Churches, and the Chriftian Rule hath alſo many }F yj 
feveral interpretations. Therefore to be plain and po- ar 
frive, The Church of England, (as the pureſt part or lo 
- Member of the Catholic, which hath repurged corrupt m 
Innovations , maintaining ſtill a due conformity with th 
Antiquity )-is that which I recommend to thee above th 
all others : And for the beſt interpretation of the Sacred. | . 7 
Canon, the Dottrin and Worſhip of this Church is 81 
that, which I would have thee prefer to all the reſt. te 
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CHAP XAvk 


f a-- 


" The Vow to be taken at the entrance of 


Loves Monaſtery. 


Ut (becauſe I ſpeak not to Diſlenters, nor intend 
:0 diſpute with them) thou wile ſay, that thou, 


hi! centred this Cloiſter already , and haſt undertaken - | 7 


#5 Rule ; and fo far 'tis well But there is this diffe- 
rence betwixt what thou haſt already done in this, 
matter, and what now I wiſh thee to do; tlat thou! 
didt not come ot thy ſelf , but wert brought into this” 
Society ; that it was by Proxy thou promiſcdſt to ab+ 
ſerve the orders of it, and that what was'done at that 
tima.is never to be repeated. Whereas now, by anafter 
election , by fice and confiderate afs of thine own 
will. I would have thee often renew thy oy Vows 
and Proteſtations , and to do it with a great ſenſe of 
love and gratitude. Ratifie then thy former engage« 
ments by being confirmed , if thou art not ; and if 
thou art, by. a hearty and ſincere endeavour to 
thy Vows and Promiſes, which are as follows. Firſt, 


. To renounce the Devil and all his works , the pores 


and wanities of this wicked world , with all covetous 
defires of the ſame, and the ſinful luſts of the fleſds 
Secondly, To believe all the Articles of the Chriſttam. 
Faith, And, Thirdly , To keep Gods Holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the days of 
thy life. 

This Vow contains all thy Lued ſurmum eſt, id- 
duty, the higheſt pitch of 974m eff enitengum, us, 
Chriſtian perfection , Rules for rag: TR aeque 
the molt Regular and Spiritual Jp. on 1H | 

SU PITYEUAL ite genms ab hec ſcope. 
Lite ; let thy ſerious applica ſutmovearm, oe. Beal. 
tion, and earneſt endeayour | 


to 
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” to obſerve it , diſcriminate and ſever thee from the 
rophane and leſs Religious World. Thou neecdeſt 
diſtin Incloſure , no diſtint Habits , no diſtin 
Patrons or Offices ; thy ſincere ſtudy , thy Religious 
care to diſcharge this obliga. - 
tb on tion , will ſufficiently Cloifter 
Chace « thee in from the looſer ſociety 
Ni mens fit pure, wil and converſation of men, and 
conſert regula dure. will make a difference great } - ( 
| enough betwixt thee and them, 
-* But though thou doſt remain in the Civil Society 
of the World, and the Neighbourhood of thy Neigh- 
bour: yet various are the ways that lead through the 
World to Heaven, and here 1 undertake to teach 
thee a ſure and ſhort one , through which all glori- 
fied Saints have paſt. Some 


. in (als videbimns & perſons here arc eminent in 


. # emabim: hic amandum One verrue, ſome in another ; 
L ho deems, ſome are guided by hope, and 


ſome by fear.Many and different 

| are the conſiderations and helps 
whereby men are brought to make themſelves happy 
in doing their duty ; but. the Motive, the Guide, the 
Way , the Inſtrument I recom- 

|  Dileffio eff via regis Pd to thee above all others.is 
= ſims abſque devie : via Love-Love is the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
 bevie abſqut radio : vis tive,the ſureſt Guide, the ſafeſt 
plane abſque twauls; vis Way, the beſt Inſtrument in 
clears abſquenubile: vie the World; to live well, to 
> me rn; keep thee from wandring , to 
bring thee to Heaven , to con- 

quer all oppoſitions , and do 

the work of God throughly. Love is by far the 

| beſt Monaſtery; it will both ſecure thee from 
*; Che World, and yet enable thee to do much good 
in it. Love hath a general intendance over all 
vertues ane-Uutics, and makes them pleaſant to us 
1 al 


yu 
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2nd acceptable to God, Love is the fulfilling of the _ 


Law. Love, and thou canſt never do amiſs ; love, and 
nQ thou canſt never miſcarry. - 


ty CHAP. XVI. 


eat | - Conſiderations of the nature of Lowe , and 


Mm. firſt of Self-Love. 


ay 
-0 Ove is the common Prince and Parent of other 
i< Paſſhens, as they all take their Laws, ſo they 
. | take their Origin from it: Or, to ſpeak more pro- | 
is ; . | . | 
perly, Love it ſelf is all paſſions, and ir obtains _ 
me R l ; by: 
in ſeveral different names , according to its ſeveral ay : 1 
+. F 2nd objeds.. *Love (faith S. _ 
z 


2 * Auguſtine ),is called Delire, - > de; ited 

* when + gaſps atrer its be- quod amatwr, copi 
| * loved objet ; when 'tis poſ- «ft , idem babens | 
3 "ſeft of it , it takes another frve%e, latitie eff, ſugs» 
iu « denomination , and is called ®"' qued « adverſatur, 


Sy «” tho t1xeer oft, idgue cums ac- 
_ joy or pleaſure ; when it flies ,;...; /entiens, rriffitia 
©* from what it abhors, it hath «@ Aug. de Civ. Dei, 
* the name of Fear; and 'tis 114 c7. 

Fl * called Sorrow , when what it | 
" feared overtakes it. Burt ſtill Love is the only Paf+ 


wn: tion : Defire, Anger, Joy and Sorrow ; Hope and Fear 
ks are either the motions or a&ts , or elſe the accidents of 
Fu it. This clearly ſhews the great power and adlivity 
0 of this noble Paſſion; for 'tis well known that the 


. | greateſt, and indeed all human aQtions that are free, 
proceed from theſe natural affetions, and fo are 
d the eflefls of Love. There is no need, to diſtinguiſh 
1 the ſeveral forts thercof, declaring that Love is either 
natural gr ſupernatural, ſenſual or ſpiritual, of friend- 


thip 
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tip or intereſt ; for af theſe are the fame faculty, of 
paſſion in man, differing in their principles or objedy' 
only : neither would ir much avail to give and ex- 
plain accurate and. ſtudied definitions of Love, which is 
anuch better felt than expreſt, and much better declared 
'by aQtions than words;it will be more uſeful to conſider, 
that as Love is the principle of all Paſſions , ſo it is of Wo 
all vertues and vices. This Fountain ſendeth forth the love 
- Elcareſt and the fouleſt ſtreams;and like all other thingy, love 
the greater its exccllency , the worſe is irs abuſe : fo | glo; 
*:- that it ſhould be our greateſt care to uſe it well , and The 
,- Fer it upon the right objet. tia 
No joy in enjoyment without Love, without it no Jovi 
- .ptcaſore in fruition, it is the great inſtrumene of ma] 
happineſs, if we place it aright , and it brings the js t} 
| greareft infelicities if we milplace it. *Tis a mif- fore 
aided Love that makes men vicious, that cauſeth all F of ; 
the diſorders in the World ; becauſe men love them- Cai 
ſelves more than God , and ſo would be Gods to | ure 
themſelves, the Authors of their own happineſs, ex- hw, 
peting rheir greateſt felicirics., either from then | 2x c 
Bodies, as the ſenſual Epiewres, or from their Minds, as Maj 
the proud Stoics, Hence it is, that m the head of ® | the 
# long Catalogue of the blackeſt Sins, S.Panl ſers Self- | othe 
 Loveas the cauſe and origin of all the reſt: ſaying, The 
that in the worft and moft perilous times, Men ſhould be or 1 
lovers of their own ſelves, 2 Tim. 3. 2, 4+ and again, can 
that they ſhould be /owvers of pleaſure, more than ſam 

* Toverrof God; which, being the greateſt depravation tito 
= of the underſtanding and of the will of Men , plung- and 
® eth them into the greateſt ſins, and thence into the Wo 
—. preateft miſerics. Certain it is that Piery or true it td 
>. Goodneſs conſifteth in willingly ſubmitting ones ſelf love 
= tw the Divine Pleaſure , either to ſuffer or obey ; and pilc 
_ certain it is, that Self. Love will admit of neither, it and 
_ makes a man uncapable of Religion , the Eſſence 
whereof is to deny our own to comply with God's vi 
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and fo inſtead of that Goalineſr, Juſtice, and Sobriery, - bk 
| which are the three Generals, comprehenſive of all * © 
| | Rdligious dutics , this muddy Head-fſpring Self- Lowe 2 
|| ſends forth three muddy Streams , which cauſe the © 
, | overfowing of ungodlineſs, and almoſt drown the 
"| World under a deluge of wickedneſs. Theſe be the 
love of Senſual pleaſures, called Volupruouſneſs ; the _ © 
, | love of Riches , called Covetouſneſs; and the vain- 3 
| glorious love of Honour , called Pride or Ambition, * 
| Theſe three are diſclaimed and renounced by all Chri- 
ſtians in the firſt part of their Baptiſmal Vow ; for the 
| love of them confounds the World and all Religion, 
makes men Criminal in Souls, Bodies, and Eſtates, and 
| is the great Enemy to their reſt and ſalvation. There- 
fore S. John who calls theſe the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt 
| of the eyes, and the pride of life, gives us this neceſſary 
x Caution ; lowe not the world, neither the things that 


|| are in the world; if any man love the world, we 
tove of the Father is not in him, 1 John 2. 1 5. that is, 
2s our Bleſſed Saviour faith, No an can ſerve two 


| Maſters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
| | other, or elſe he will hold to the one and deſpiſe the 
' other ; ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon, Mat. 6. 2.4. 
| There is no halting betwixt God and Baal, the one. 
| or the other muſt be acknowledged for Lord; there 
| cannot be two contrary Sovereigns together , and the 
| ſame thing cannot be grantcd to two ſeveral Compe- 
| titors; if we love the World , it reigns in our hearts, 
| and God is excluded; if we give our love to the 
| World, we cannot poſſibly give | 
a to God alſo ; ſo then the — _ 
ove of our ſelves is Concu- 9# cum [6 oreumare 
| piſcence, the Mother of all Sin yo moggperty 
cum vere” vidinares of, 
and Impurity, and the Love of ,þ,,;nas appellatur, Aug, 
| God is Grace or Charity, the de ſubſt .dil.c.2. | 
> | Fountain of all Holineſs and 
I'S Vertue: and theſe two, according as they 2re predo. «© 
manant. 


# 
- * « 


4 The Reformed Monaſtery; Or, 


AS a" 


= 


"minant in men, make here the diſtintion betwixt rhe 
penitent and the impenitent , betwixt rhe juſt and the 
unjuſt : and will make the great difference hereafter, 
berwixt thoſe that ſhall dwell in the embraces of the 
God of Love to eternity , and thoſe that ſhall awef 
with everlaſting burning ; for every man 'is what he 
loves, ( as S. Auguſtine laith) 

Talis eft quiſque, qua- The irreſi|tible power of that 


' lit eff dileFro +jui, terram ohty Paſſion , doth in ſome 


diligi, terra 01,6. Aug. 


Tra@.z in t Joh manner transform him into 


| that which 1:is love embraceth: 
And therefore ro know wheiher a min be good or 
bad,we enquire not what he knows or whatthe btlieva, 
but what he doth love; being ſure thar his Morals 
are of the ſame nature as his Love, becauſe his delires 
and aCtions are a1! gaided by it. 


a 


CH A P. XVIIL 


That the Love of FESUS requires wt 
ſhould mortifie Self- Love. 


Þ "dis makes it our greatet duty , as it is olr 
greateſt incereſt to rule by Reaſon and Rel- 

gion that Paſhon which certainly will rule over us, 

' ſer our love upon the right objet, upon God, not up 


our ſelves. Not that we ſhould or can be our own ene- | 


mies, and ſeek our own ruine ; No man ever yet hattl 
- bus own fleſh, ſaith S.Panl, Epheſ. 29. the worlt ene 
' mics to Mankind are kind to themſelves ; and we miſ 
as ſoon loſe our being , as the defire of our well. 


Bur we muſt underſtand, that our ſupream happindlF 


conhſteth in the enjoyment'of God, who is that ink- 


The Love of FESUS. 4 


nite increated Goodreſs,that can alone fully beatifie us, 


-. God is infinitely happy, 21d hath the police i.cn of his 
Þ infinite perfeCtions by lov 4: himſell , vin we aifo be- 
he | come happy by Jovioy Nice w th 444 war hearts and 
oy ſouls ; it was fo in the ttt: | cen'y , 40G 0 it is 
he fill and ever ſhall be , and \ng0s and Men became 


t 
h) miſe able only by departing tum the Love of God, 
which was then as 'tis now to be cxprett by oLedience. 


w So that when man preters any thing to Gud , he not+ ©? 
me ; ; 
Eo only departs trom his duty, but alſo trom h.s Sovereige 


4. | Bliſs. 
| In the time of mans Integrity,God was to be regarded 


3 and loved firſt and molt ot all; fo it muſt be {ill : The 
ak difference is,that then Man did it naturally and now by 
rs | 2 ſupernatural aſſiſtance; he did ir then by the grace of 


his Original Righteouſneſs,and now by the grace of the 
Goſpel ; he did it then without reluQancy . now he 
hath ſinful appetites and paſſions which he muſt deny 
and mortifie before he can do it. Theretore our Blef- 
ſed Saviour requires it at the very entrance of his 
School, as a neceſſary qualification to all that w:ll be _ © 
his Diſciples, that they ſhould deny themſelves, and ;$ 
wel hate all things in compariſon of him. 1f any man | 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf and take up 
hu Croſs daily and follow me : and again, if any man 
onr | ore to me, and hate not hs Father and Mother, and 
eli. | Wife and Children, and Brothers and Siſters, and hu 
wi wn life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple, Luk. 9.23. 
pot} 14: 26. that is, he that will own JESUS, and be 
ne. * Owned by him, muſt in all things give him*the pre- - © |; 
tel} Eminence ; muſt relinquiſh h's natural deſires, deny his * "3 
ene | Own will, thar he may yield an humble obedience ro « 
may} God; he mult forſake all things that come, in _ 3% 
ell.4  mpetition with him; and even part with his - !; 
deareſt Relations and his ewn Life, ( 2s though 
- he hated them ) rather than commit what God "2 
hath forbidden , or diſclaim what he would have rh 
us M_ 


Fg 
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Ilte ſatis fe diligit qui 3 profeſs ; this Selt-abnegy. 

ſeduls agit, ur ſun fru- *10N, this daily Self-crucifxion 

ater tons, is no att of Selt hatred, zs the 
World might think ; but the Hi 

greateſt kindneſs we can ſhew to our ſelves or ot!;crs; 

for”tis the only way whereby to make our lives comtorts 

able here, and cternally happy in the World to come; 


and in many caſes more hard and leſs advantagiovs we 
practiſe Selt-denial, of our free choice As lic theres rf 
Fore that cuts off one of his Limbs . hatcs not :imſdf, Þ ..* 
but ſeeks the preſervation of his Body ; and he that "og 
caſts his goods over-board, hates them not, but prefen 
his ſafety to them; ſo in this caſe hethat parts with hi velf 
Earthly enjoyments hares them nor. but prefers Heaveh 
to this Earth ; he thar loſeth this preſent life hates i 
not, but loves Eternal lite beyond it ; and he that fot- 
ſakes his Friends or Parents to follow his Saviour in the The 
diſcharge'of a good Conſcience hates them not , bit fren 
feeks to win them to their happineſs, by preferring his | 
God and his Salvation tv their unjuſt defires. In thi No 
caſe the Promiſe is verified, that he that parts with aty Mir 
thing for Chriſts ſake, receives an hundred- fold in cont- by 
penſation ; and he that loſeth his life , certainly find 
it; therefore hating out kindred and our own lives, is 
otherwiſe expreſtin S. Matthew ; He that loweth Farhtr tha 
or, Mother more than me, is not worthy of me, &c. Mat. Ir 
10.37. As mnchas to ſay, that it is only required, thit , 
the Love of God ſhould be predominant; that JESUS 
fhould be dearer to us than all perſons whatever ; and the 
that in the firſt place, we ſhould love God with al F ah 
our minds, with all our ſtrength, and with all our ſouls} F |. 4 
for then afterwards the loved 

"© Ret novit vivere, qui Our ſelves and others being ſub- 
relt4 navit amare. Aug, ordimte, would become regult 
| and innocent. | 


CHAP 


| be bonds of Love and Unity, dantwr, 
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C H A P. XIX. 


How great a Vertue s Divine Charity, or 
the Live of God, 


Ow as all Sins and Miſeries proceed from 2 mif* 
placed Love ; ſo all Vertues and Felicitics are 
the produit of Love well guided , and placed on the . 
right obje& ; this is as beneficial and advantagious, as 
the other is pernicious : that is, | | | 
(as S. Auguſtine faith ) that as Sicut radix on 
Self. Love is the root of all Malwwm eff cuidites; 
; . | 1a radix ommunm bene- 
evil, ſo the Love of God is the ,, 4 104. Serm, 
root of all good , the ſtock qe Charic, 
whence all Vertues do grow. 
The excellency of Divine Love is fo great , ſo tran- 
ſeendene , that it alone is ac- 
cepted on its own account, and Sine charitate fidei 
all other things for its ſake; a poreFF eſſe, ſed non prodeſſe; 
Faith frong enough to work Aug-1 Cor.13, 
Miracles, Alms the moſt ex- 
penlive, and even the flames of Martyrdom profit 
nothing without Love, as S. Paul teacheth ; Love it is 
that makes all good works meritorious in the beſt 
ſe; Love it is that gives a value to all other vers 
wes; or rather, it is Love that produceth all good 
vorks and vertues, as they are ſo indeed. Love is 


the diſcharge of our whole duty, the fulfilling of the 


Law, faith S.Paul, Rom. 13+. 10. Love is that grace 
vhich renews and ſandifies our natures and abides for 
er; it is the greateſt, the 
molt excellent gift of God ; ar ygmos. 1: rok 


& is even the Divine Spirit, Donum eft Sp. $antFzs 
Who unites all things within js que nebi; omnis bene 


Cith 


Unitar Spiritur contin 
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© 3, Diexs tharitas eſt; lrevis 


Ju: COT ” ſeery Or, | 
faith S. Auguſtine , and with whom all good thin 
are ever given. - Divines teach, that the Holy Ghq 
proceeds from the Father and the Son by way ot Love; 
wherefore he is called , nexus amoris quo conſungitut 
Pater cum Filio , & Filius cum Patvre » that is, in the 

Language of the Church, that 


Charitas que Pater di» in the Unity of the ſame'$pi} 


git Filinm & Films Pa .; 
< qua oft Sp.Sanftus, rit, the Father and the Sy 


inefſabilem communionem | 
am erunrilemenſirar, De 33 S. Auguſtine cxpreſieth ix, 
Trin. ).1 5. The love wherewith the Fathe 


and the Son love mutually uf 


the Holy Spirit, - and repreſeuts belt the Myſtery « 
their'Incomprehenfible Union. 

Now that Divine' Spirit, which is the eternal Lc 
of God to himſelf, is given to vs in the grace of Loy 
er Charity (which are one and the ſame) whereby w 
are all joyned together into one Body, and all unite 
to God ; therefore in our holding Communion with 


\ the Church , we are commanded to keep the Unity 


the Spirit in the bond of Peace, Epheſ.4.3. and we wt 
taught , «chat. the Love of God 1s ſhed abroad in w 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which 15 given to w,Rom.s,;, 
and, that, the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , andth 
lowe of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. m1 


 - 44 one, 2 Cor.1 3.14. fo that to come to the highel 


pitch, and finiſh thier Elogrem of Love , we may 
with S. John, that God ts Love, and then we have fu 


all. - God is love, and he that dwelleth in lowh 
dwmblleth in God , and God in him, 1 foha 4« 16. mal 
is, 'God is an abyſs of Love and Goodneſs ; by ll 
he gives himfclf to us , and by love we give up of 


ſelves ro him, and are tr 


Fra@.s.in Ep. Johan. wondertul, when it proce 
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live and reign evermore; af 


lank Bd mague line tines med into him. © Wes 
| vida rnrns &- — therefore , it the effedlgt 
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| "" Immediately from God , and is the communication of 

himſelf to us; when it is the grace of Jeſus Chriſt, 

and the molt | precious gift of the Divine Spirit ; when 
it is the SanCiification of our Natures, and the betrer- 

ing and perteting ot the nobleſt of human affeftions, 


- natural love, that powertul Paſhon whereby all things 
and all men are governed. 
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hal CHAP. XX. 

ry & E 

That Love always purſues what it thinks '* 

s good ; and is never ſatufied till it bath © 

bi obtained 1t. 

y 8 

nited 

with Hough the vroperties of Love in general be” 

te better known by experience, than they can be | 

p by diſcourſe; yet it may ſerve 2 


nal to gocd purpoſe to ſay ſome- Incfſabilem prorſus_ ego. 2 
thing of "them. - The firſt Pe uo" $ 


whereof is , That Love al- qu ſentirs mags quay 
ways embraceth what is good, «ic p»git. Bakil. 
either in truth or appearance; 

- for Mans inclinations. are full the ſame, as the 
vere in the fitte of Innocence ; though much depran 
ved; we ſtill purſue atter what we think will makg% 
us happy only we miſtake. Like the Bramble i he 
Fable, which having loſt a rich freight of be 100; 
Silks, and now takes hold of the cowrſelt offs wo: 
recover, its loſs ; ſo have all men a ſecret ſenſe, char > 
i they are faln Tom a ſtare of felicity , and retotg 
+ Jevel of infini:e value, which ſl they eſteem and: 
love, though they know it not ; and chereforFno —— 
£#to recover the eminenty of their firſt ſtation," Wy ©. 
+ are Winding upon every Mole-hill , petey'h 2d 
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--of Ambition ; to recover their loſt Jewel, they pick up 
$ every Pebble.ſtone ; where they ſce 2 glimpſe of 
$ _ Beauty, where they reliſh any thing of Goodneſs,there pe 
| They tet their love and affection , as if that were the Þ tþ 
" faomum bonum , which is but an imperte& ſhadow af | & 
”” it; fo that we are like an infortunate Lover , who, | to 
being ſeiſed by a Phrenſie, forgets and forſakes his | ar 
Miſtreſs, and dotes on her Picture. We lect God, | to 
and fall in love with thoſe things that iS. the lealt F hi 
impreſs of hig perfection ; and then, like Idolaters, we ta 
pay that worſhip to the work, which is due to the Þ f 
#  makeronly. w] 
=. -- Therefore ought we to take great, heed, that we be pe 
®” - "not taken with every ſeeming Beauty or Goodneſs; | wl 
bir that we examin whether that be the thing which | ob 
-wjll make us intirely happy , and beyond which we # a 

- ſhall wiſh-for nothing. For if it be not, we mult paſs | 
* je by, and ſcek further, and never reſt, nor ſet our | y 
hearts on any thing, till we have found that true and pl 
+ perfett good, moſt obvious and eafie tobe found, which } - 5, 
2 being loved-will be certainly poſſeſt, and being poſſel, | js 
- will make us perfe&ly happy ; and that is God alone. | he 


It is the Meditation of S.Argrtine, © Thou mailt ſeek 
\**after Honours , and not obtain them; thou maiſt 
| * labour for Riches, and remain } ©, 
BC Amaturus o&+ honorem, © poor; thou maiſt dote an ph 
pt forte non perventurw': ©« Pleaſures, and have many | { 
IDO non, - * ſorrows: but our God, the þ yp 
©» ogg viſa L ea * Supreme Goodneſs, faith, þ 1, 
DE enh — ery Tra, © Who ever ſought me and | G 
'-.z0.in Ep Johan. * found me not ? who ever de- 
| * fired me, and ebtained me 
**not ? whoever loved me, and miſt of me ? I amwith © 
* him that ſecks me; he hath me already that wiſhethyſ 
* for me ; and he that Joveth me is ſure of me, 'F 
© way tocome to me is nzither long nor difficult ; 
* makes me picſent to every Loyer. 
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ve 


th, 1 
and | 
de- 


me} Church;'tisLove alſo hath ſet them their tack and makes, © © 
th , them ſo diligent, ſo warchful till they havg filed ite, 34 
ethy, » We ſometimes wipe the Tears from our. eycs, and ou 4 
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never at reſt, Our heart, which is the ſeat. of 1.ovey, 
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. The Love of FESUS. 
A ſecond property of Love is, That it never reſts, 
and 18 never farisfied until it be poſſeſt of the beloved : 

Objet. Thig, makes abuſed Worldlings fo buſie , {o 

eually reſtleſs and afive about the purchaſe of 

their beloved Vanities ; and this makes devout Chyi= | 
ſtians, like S. Paul, Ph:l. 3. never to count themſelves © 
to have apprehended ; but forgetting the things whicky "3 
are bchiud, and reaching forth to thoſe that ate before ; 
to preſs forggard towards the mark , the price of their 
high-calling, the object of their love and molt paſho. 
haze, delfires. This reſtleſſneſs and'attivity .of Love © 
found work enough for the Fathers of he Deſayts, 
whoſe indefartigable pa'ns ro mortifte their finful Ap- 
petites; whoſe unwearied diligence to ſerve - Gody 
whoſe ſwift and violent motion Heaven-ward is the 
objet of our wender , and upbraids our floth- and 
negligence. They were almoſt wholly freed from the 
neceſſities of the Body , which is the cndleſs rask ang 
ork of other men , and yet they were always em 
plojyed ; they had almoſt nothing to do, and yet were 
never idle; the love of Eternity, the love of JESUS } 
kept them in ation; they dwelt in peaceand yer were, 


can never be quiet , til] it returns within Gods amy ©. 
braces, till it be poſſeſt of that infinire Good, which al&# 
men love, though but a few know it, See the ſeveraly 
plots and underrakings of men in the World, 'tis Love, 
ſets them ar work ; 'tis ro obtain what their lin 
affetions run after, that they are ſo. aſſiduous-and ſo, * 
laborious. See the Prayers and Pious Exerciſes , the, 7 
Self-denials and ndbey (ner , the manifold acts, ob-- L 


Charity and the great patience of Chyiſhans in. the. -- 


acmit of joyful intervals ;. our Anger dath, 5 Tl 
Iways, and ſometimes Hitred is afledp; bur: ove 
D' 3 like 


uw be Reformed Mongſtery ; Or, | 

like the beart wherein. it dwells, can- never ceaſe to-24' 
and moye till it ceaſeth to 
 Habet e934 amoy vim be ; where ever Love is, it 
Juam , nec peteſt vacare ſhews its life and power , and 


420007 In anime amanty. . . 
m— always doing. 
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CH AP. XXI. 
That Lowe is ftrong and effefivrve , and 


fwweetens all labours. 


N the third place, 2s Love is ative, fo it is efe 


1ignificant attempts; its ſtrength is great, as well 
© its endeavours. Great are the dangers and difficulties 
©. which Love overcomes ; it carries the ambitious lover 
of Honour through many uneaſie perils to a fading 
Faurel ; ir carries the covetous lover of Riches through 


- 
RF” - 4 
fes'®- * 


4 deyourt lover of JESUS through obedience and Self- 
> himiliation,through Briars and uneaſie Crofles,through 
3 mY and the greateſt Sufferings to the enjoyment of 
* Bis Beloved. Love can do all things, fince it brought 
= "God down from Heaven to become Man, and die for 
| Man. IWWhe ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt 
'” faith S. Paul, Shall tribulation or diſtreſs , or perſe- 


p | Nay, in al theſe things we are more than con 
through him that loved tw ; for I am perſwaded that 


Give ; it doth not ſpend it {elf in uſcleſs and in- 


the moſt hard and laviſh Jabours, to his falſe and 
= treacherous Mammon; and it carries likewiſe the 


© extron, or famine, or nakedneſs , or peril , or ſword ; 


8 neither death, nr life, nor Angels, nor Princpalitith, 
| ny Powers, mer rhenge preſent, nar thing to come, 8. 
bf by me nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able. 
"F * 


arate ws from the love of God, which ir in Chriſt 


Je m/ : 


F8R28ZS 


-I-EX-I-S- x Boa 


2 DT 25S 


wy Tn 
. 
Ss > 


SBEq3y2zc-z 


f 


I%.9 


Ny 
to 


it 
ind 


>. 


ade ed ns EE WO HEM 


2 a o& 


i ; 


V vitory with it many years ; 
it is ever victorious at laſt; ©. Tv ants 
ſo is Love, it never gives ir rb quis "s fific + 
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"The Loveef FESUS. 


FHeſus qur Lord, Rom. $. 35, &c. As much as to fay, 
that_the power of Love is irreſiſtible , that ir anſwers 
al} objeRions and conquers all obſtacles. Notwithftand- 
ing m2ns high provocations and great unworthineſs, 
Love made the Almighty ay down the arms of his 
juſt Vengeance, and open his boſom of Mercy, to give 
his dear and only Son to man for a Saviour ; God ſo 
laved the world, that be gave hu only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life, John 3. 16. And. likewiſe man 
is enabled, or rather forced by love to do and ſuffer 
amy thing: As ſoon as Divine Love enters 2 mans 
heart ; of proud,it makes him humble ; of luſtfu] and 
intemperate, it makes him chaſte ard ſober ; of coves 
tour, it makes him charitable ; of cainty and effemi- 
nate, it fits him to be a Martyr. No ill habits fo 


deeply rooted, but Love can pluck them up ; no Croats 


ſd heavy, but Love can bear it. Many waters cannot 
quench lowe ( faith Solomen ) neither can the fleeds. 


drewn it, Cant. 8. 7. No, the ſtrongeſt torrent of 


—<.- 


Afition is but like drops of water ſprinkled upon. --.; 


the Fire, it encreaſeth the flames and the ardency 
thereof. Love is as firong as death , verſc.6. and 
Death is very ſtrong, ſtronger ; 
than all viſible Creatures, We. gn verbuns 
daily fight againſt Death, and —_ dileBlia; _ 
beat ir back ; by Reſt, and mſicentias oxprims new 
Food, and Phylick, we difpute 29951 forviewde charitetis, 


senibus, wndis, ferro, ror 


over , till it hath conquered nibil ils forrins, proptiree, 


; lll oppoſitions ; its courage viribur ejue charites ceme 


encreaſerh together with its ©4197. Aug, in Pſal. 
difficulties; the more obſtacles ***: 


4 ire way , the greater its ea- 


4 
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dearours,the more fierce its contentions. Death ſevers 
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JO The Reformed Monaſtery: Or, 
2 man from himſelf, and diſunites what ſeems inſepa. 0 


rable : Love alſo takes the Lovers Soul from him, and Þ' 
unites it tothe beloved, fo that be live# morg in what | Vf! 
he loves than» in himſelf; Lowe # as ſfrong as death, © 
Death converts the greateſt finners , or at Jeaft keeps iv 
them from finning at all, any longer : ſo doth Love, | ® 
it certainly mortifies all, even the moſt reigning Sins, } 
it will-nat ſuffer them to ſin, that love God. We can | "it 
rame wild" Beaſts by indultry ; overcome the barrenneſs JE 
of the Earth by labour ; reſiſt the angry Elements by - 


Artiand Phyfick ; no evil but hath a remedy , only 
Death hath none , there is no ſtrifing againſt it ; fo, 
' that nothing can better expreſs the irreſiſtible power of Þ — 
Love, than to ſay that it is as ſirong as Death. 


The laſt prope ty. of Love+I ſhall now mention is, 
that Love ſweetens bitter things , makes our labourg- | 
 pleafant, and even our ſufferings Algheful How: 
+ heavy is that yoke which is impoſed by an ungratefal 
- hand? The Souldier preſt to the ſervice can hardly 
+2, bear his Arms; but he that is inrolled by Love, thinks 
Z them light, and bears them with'pleaſure. The Slaye 
that works in the Mines counts his very life 2. burthen; 
_ the niggard that works much harder , likes well his 
drndgery, becauſe the love of Riches is his Task- 
- maker. ' He that ſerves his Maſter out of fear, works 
> Kintlyand with a heavy heart ; he that ſerves him out 
© of love, doth it diligently and yer with cheartulneſs, 
3 The Chriſtian Pilgrim who is driven Heaven. ward 
+with fears and: terrors, goeth on with much relu&ancy, 

. and a ſorxowful heart ; he that is drawn with the cords 
=. of Love, follows with joyfulneſs, minds not the rugs 
#-— gednefs of his way, and even rejoyceth in his . wea» 
rineſs, becauſe it brings him nearer and nearer to his 
Beloved ; he that could fay, the love of Chriſt cons. 
fraineth us, could ſay alſo, we rejoyce in tribulations... 
"Twas the love of JESUS made Primitive Gi , 
wark * 
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F vith-comfort and unſpeakable laberes amantinm ,, ſed. 
th, Þ iq; and 'tis for want of that iam ipfi deltitant , fiewt 
ſheet and Divine Love that Yann, piſcentiomr? 

TY : intereſt ergo quid amanr : 
ve, | Chriſtians now find : row - ES awed cxatar ,) 
ns, | 1d great difficulty in that yt nou laboratur , ane, 
an | litle they do or ſuffer tor labir amattr. Aup. 


* JESUS. The labours of 


by | love are ever pleaſant; nothing is hard that Love 
ly binds upon us. 
ſo, 4 
of pmnn—— __ 
CHAP 1002-24 
9, | Wy 
re. | A farewel to all Sinful Defires,. 
Y _ 
ly J-- great power of Love. is now. to be 'dravir - 
s . into a&, and theſe conſiderations to-de reduced 


'& {| Wo pradlice. | x | 
Now therefore enter more ſeriouſly © than Ever this 


”. 
- 


ſociety 'of the truc Lovers of TESUS; entet now 
RY and affectionately upon , he work and labou? 

ve, wo 
Remember now thy . Baptiſmal Vows , temeniber? 


them I ſay, now. that the love of Chriſt eorftraſny, 
\ | i N . 


| blads thee ro fulfil them. 


. 


+ - 15,4. a 6 i Þ@ > « 


| tlem being, And now thy, making goo my 
tbo, thy part of 'that gracioug SA) 


| len of that Sign of the” Croſs, 'which w 
= thee as the badge'of thy rofeffſon) thog wu! 
» 298 Abamed to profeſt the "Faith" of Chrift ttt 
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"The Loveof FESUS® * Fr! 
"work hard and ſuffer much, Nulle made ſunt energf | 


Cloiſfer of Love; engage thy felf further info * rhe” : 


Things are beſt freſeryed by that which Tr £4. Ke 
fbou art relate tg Chiift': that (aceorig rnd 
p | 


drawn, * 


+ 7 ulty 103 1t under Fir barhier, ag dinſt fy ns. 
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dir and Servant wito £ 


lowe. 
Now then retire a while and eter thy Cloſet; - 
ſequeſter thy- thoughts from the world , and confer 
with thy Soul about thy duty and thy great intereſt. 
Call to mind the obligations the Love of JESUS 
hath laid upon thee, and how thou haſt promiſed to 
requite it, by renouncing all things that arc contrary 
to thy love and duty to him. By renouncing the Devil 
and all his works, the vain pomps and vanities of the 
. world, and the covetous deſires of the ſame ; as alſo 
the finful lufts of thy fleſh. Now thou art to approve: 
thy ſelve a true lover and Servant of J ESUS, by 
departing fram theſe. by repentance and amendment. 
Leave them therefore. and forſake them , theſe Ene. 
"mes of thy Saviour, of thy love and of thy happineſs 
" Les thy Soul full of the love of JE SUS, thus medi- 
txee, and refalve and expreſs thy devout affe&tions to 
dim that died ſor thee. 
| The. love. of } £ SUS hath preyailed; I find my 
heart wounded; 1 can no longer refit the charms. of 
ts loye.; he hath woed me ſo long, and with ſo much 
Kindneſs, rhat now my bear is his ; | will /ove him, 
becauſe be firſt loved me. Now it repenteth me. that 
exer I rejeRted. his .Suit, that ever 1 was unkind to 
hum; it grieved me that ever I countenanced and 
preterred his Rivals, the luſits of Senſuglity , Covetoul 
neſs, and Pride, wbich I renovoced in my Baptiſm ; 
+ 4 will now exclude them wholly. This is_.the firſt. 
” auk JESUS ſhall receive of my fucere affection 
= him, that I will entertain nor careſs na looget 
- thoſe his Eucmics with whom I have had an un 
happy. intelligence for too bong a time ; henceforth, 
» * -4il they come near me, I will endeayour to drive chem 
'AVay.; 


= 


& e{evere 


* . world and the devil, and to continue hu faithſul Soul... 


by lives end : So now thou... | 
ſhouldeR accompliſh this Pzomiſe by faith working by l 


———— 


if they co:74 after me, | will flee; it they | 
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Beto wound me, when 1 have conſented to it ; and” 
| Pride promiſeth me Honours, to cumber me and expoſe." Þ 


| Perfection and Goodneſs ; and he deſires to te loved, - ' 


&, but ſhame and denials. Away from me then ye 
'Þ picked Spirits , with all your tempting allurements, 


—_— 


The Love of FESUS. 53 
in their attempts , they (hall get thing 


valdly Vanities, deceitful Riches , ſenſual Pleaſures ; 
Iremember that I renounced you all,when furſt 1 gave 
w my name to JESUS, when he firſt began to 
hew and ſeal his Love to me, and to engage mine 1. 
then renounced the Devil and all hu works, the wan . 
ymp and glory of the world, with all coetour deſires 
if the ſame , and the carnal deſires of _ the fleſb., 1 
now remember thoſe my engagements, and grieve that . 
| have not Kept them and therefore will hate you. 
the more, that you made me fprget.my promiſes , and , - 
break my holy vows. Now- will 1 be revenged of you, , 
ye proud and. ambitious deſigns , Juſtful chought, 
greedy deſires of wealth ,, I will now kill and crucife # 
you.” Rwigeforth, it ſhall be my honour, thar I ama, > 
Seryant of JESUS; it ſhall be my, delight. and, 
pleaſure, that. I am a lover of .] E SUS; anditſhall , © 
be my wealth.that he is ming as 1 am his. JESUS: 7 
hath done and ſuffered much to declare his love... aud. 
to.deſerve mine; he. hath come d.wn from Heaven, © 7 
awd humbled himſelf xo my, mean 2nd low conditipay, \ | 
he hath lived poor and deſpiſed ; he. hath been affſi@ed-- ) | 
and perſecuted ; he hath died for me; Hereby 1 know 
that be loves me, becauſe he laid down hu life for me, 
but ye his unworthy Rivals never ,gave me any aſſu- 
nance of your afeQion , never did or ſuffered any 
thing for me. JESUS expoſed himſelf to ſhame, 
that I might become glorious , endured pains that” 1 
might have pleaſure; he became poor that | might: 
de enriched ;. Bur Covctouſneſs offers me Rights ,toe |} 
pierce me. through with many ſorrows ; Luſt emticethe © 3 


me to Envy. JESUS is infinitely lovely, he is all” 


» _ 
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$4 The Reformed Monaſtery ; Or, 
not for any advantage of his own, but to make his 
Lovers entirely and eternally happy : Bur you painted* 


Idols of abuſed Mortals, are in your ſelves. ugly and 
even loathſom ; though at a great diſtance ye may 


ye ſeek_ to cnter mens hearts, only to,tyrannize and. 
torment them , and betray them to cternal ſorrows, 


his Friends ; he never fails them that love him , he 
helps them in their diſtreſſes, he comforts them in 


But, ye temporal deceitful pleaſures are falſe and ins 
conſtant ; ye forſake your Friends in the greateſt 
need, ye flatter them for a few Summer days , while 
the' Sun ſhines kindly upon them; but in the rigors. 
' of Winter ; when 'an unproſperous ſtarm ariſeth you. 
; art Fone, you leave them to die comfortleſs; they 
| bevy nothing of ycu when they go from hence , bur 
| _ bitter remembrance of your creacherouſheſs, . 
ESUS \is.2 moſt grateful Lover , he ever returns, 
& Jove* for loye; he is. ever faund-of them that ſeek. 
{ bit,” to them that. defire him he ever gives himſelf; 
ey wie: Lover of FESUS is ſure to enjoy him : 
you worldly Enjoyments are' generally moſt unkind 
8 your mo? paſſionate Lovers ; ye flee from them 
” - that run after you, ye grieve and vex your greateſt 
admirers, ye are ever uncertain, falſe and ungratetul ;| 
I wilt therefore never love you again; nay, I re- 
falve to hate, and perſecute you; to mortifie. and 
. varch oy my Luſts , my. Pride and Coyetous de- 
E SUS ſhall reign in. my hcart ; him. 
= I, ed him will. I ferve , him will 1 endeavour 
w pleaſe in.all things ; 1 will be wholly his, thereby 
I-renounce all - friendfhip, with: you that; are his 
- mes. There.can be no agreement betwixt the Holy 
FE SUS and this ſinful World; 7/ any Ma! love; 


F'% 
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ſeem ſomewhat Air, yet near at hand ye are nothing | 
but deformity ; ye always, prove vain and vexatious ; 


FE SUS is a true and conſtant lover, he ever owns. * 


their ſorrows , and when they die he ſtands by them; 'F 


- 
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the world, the love of the Father u not in him, 1 ſobn 


2.15. Lord, we beſeech thee gram thy Peoply grace 
to withſtand the temptations of the-Warld, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil , and with pure hearts and minds te 
filow thee the on!y God , through Jeſus Chriſt oun 
lard, Amen. 


CHAP. XXIUL 


' That the Love of FESUS, and the love 


of Sim can never conſiſt together. 


| Ne conſider , O my Sonl, that JE SU S$ (my. © 
Bleſſed Maſter) is the Prince of Purity., he will | 
never abide in the Tame heart with Intemperance and 
with Fleſhly lafts. He is meek and lowly, Pride can- 


calls vs tro the poſſeſſion of Heavenly treaſures, : - 
therefore greedy Worlely-mindedneſs can never en-, 
tertain nor prefer his promiſe, Lult, Pride, Coves; 


they can never. be reconciled, ] £ $.U Sand they-are: 
mortal, Enemies. Mortal I may- call them, becauſe; 
they were his murtherers,, or rather, becauſe he died, 
to pat them to death ; He were not redeemed with 
arruptible things, as ſilver and gold, from our vain 
muerſation ; but with the precious Blood of Chriſt... 
JESUS ſhed his Blood to redeem us , as well from . 
the prattice and commiltion, as trom, the puniſhmene + 
ad deſtrution of Sin , or rather of both together, 
fer they. are not to be put aſunder, Moral and-natural-; 
Ew ever go and in hand, as Happine(s is inſepa- 
| ule from Goodneſs and Vertne. Bl: [ſed are the pure - 


_*t heart ; tor. without holineſs ns man ſhall ſee God. 
A. S Paul. 


not follow him. By works of Mercy and Charity he*- ; 


touſnk(s. can never abide with the love ef Chriſt: - | 
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”  $. Paul therefore ſaying , that Chriſt died wnto fin, 
-” that is, to take away fin, infers from thence , that we 
* being baytized into Chriſts death, our old man u now 
. erucified, that the body of Sim might be deſtroyed, that 
- henceforth we ſtould not ſerve ſin, Rom.6. And $.Peter 
© Iikewiſe makes it the purpoſe, why Chriſt did bear our 
ome (their puniſhment) on his own body on the Tree, 
© that we thereby. being dead wnto ſin, might live unto 
righteouſneſs, 1 Pet.2.24. Chriſt gave himſelf for w, 
% he might redeem wu from this preſent evil world, 
"Gal. 1. 4. The Son of God was manifefted, that he 
 - might deftroy the works of the Devil, 1 John 3. 8. 
Sin is that which God hates above all things ; Sin is 
© "rhat which is moſt contrary to his nature, and.to our 
© happineſs: And ſo JESUS was crucified , that Sin 


2 --and therefore I renounced all Sin, the Devil 
” and all his works, when JESUS owned me. for his 
friend, and [ owned him for my Lord and Maſter, 

are incompatible, their inconſiſtency is irrecon- 
”  cileable; If 1 hold to the one, I muſt deſpiſe the 
+ other; If 1 love one 1 miuft hate the other, 1 will 
” , «therefore, as 1 am moſt bound, and as I have pro- 
.  miſed, forſake Sin and follow JESUS ; I will fight 
againſt his Enemies, and fide with him againſt my 


love and obey JESUS. 


might be deſtroyed , he died chat Sin might live no 


S>ESoTFrYS22- 


own corrupt affetions ; Vhile I have a being, I vill 


dd.” 
_ 


| The Loxeof FESUS. 


Fr * 


57 
CHAP. XXIV. 


Of outward helps and inſtruments of Leve. , J 
and Obedience. By. 


#. 1itÞ 
Ow to effeft theſe good reſolutions , we ruſt 

uſe means to bring our Hearts. to a devout. 
and Religious temper, and fo to keep them. It will 
nor ſuffice that we intend well , except we perform. 
We may ſoon be diverted from our beſt deligns, either - 
by Temptations , or by the interruption of Worldly 
bulineſs. Therefore the revolutions of Time , which 
bring on vs the ſnares and diſturbances of this lite, 
muſt alſo bring with them the frequent returns of 
our pious Exerciſes and Chriſtian duties . 

We muſt often recolle& our thoughts, and liſten 
to the Divine Love of our Bleſſed ]J ESUS. We 
muſt entertain our Souls with him, renew our religious. 
purpoſes, and cal to mind thoſe ſpecial. conſiderations. 
. vhich uſe to affet us. moſt of all. We muſt oft 
teſort to thoſe Fountains of Grace , which God hath  - 
opened to. his Church in his public worſhip, and the | 
ſeveral diſpenſations of his Word and Sacraments by | 
dis Miniſters. To. theſe we mult be fure to add Falt® *? 
ings, Alms, and Prayers, than which we can do nothing © +: 
more acceptable to God ; nothing that can better de» 
care how much we love him , and how heartily we 
devote to him. our Podies, Souls and Eſtates All 
theſe are not only means, but duties of Religion alſo, 

not to be omitted upan any pretence whatever. 

But now the following have more of indifferency, 
leſs of. nece{Gry in them ; - dat yet may have a good 
nflaence upon the Inner-man; may move our affe- 


; Rives, and declare on increaſe our devotion. and oar 


Encerirys 
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”  fincerity. Such are the conſtant reading of good 
. Books ; Sct-times of Meditation and Mental Prayer ; 
” the enjoyning to 'our felves a tri filence for ſome 
| conyenient time, to bridle our Tongue, and fo to uſeit 
> to diſcipline ; and, as it were , to unſay and retra@ 
inwardly by hearty Repentance what we have ſaid 
armiſs. 


Re 


S 


= the Wall to mourn in ſecret; I mean, to retire from 
* the World, and enter our Cloſet, there to confer with 
God and our own Souls about Eternity, and the way 
to 2 bleſſed one. 
© Every day, or at leaft once a week , to caſt our 
es back, and rake an account of our lives, eſpecially 
of what' we have done fince our laſt Examen; that 
we may repent and retifie our Follies, renew our good 
Reſolutions, and increaſe our Diligence and our 
& Care. 
_ * Tn our Adorations and Penitential Prayers, to caſt 
our ſelves 6n the ground with the humbleſt proſtra- 
tion ; to hold our hands like Criminals bound , ſup. 
— plicating before their Judge ; to look up to Heaven; 
>, to ſmite our Breaſts , and fo excite our zeal and'con- 
>. trition. | 
©, © Some are much affected with watching , with viſible 
"repreſentations ; the ſight of a dying man , and ſuch 
Inſtrations and Mementoes as Enter the SouFby the 
' Srenint irritant animes FS Which being the quickeſt 
demiſſs per avrer, 
uam qu# ſunt oculis We have', conveys its objefts 


ſubje#a Fdelibus, &- que to the mind with the' greater 

 Ipfe fobi- trait ſpefban force ; and me the devyer per 

for — . 19 (9? T xt 
impreſſion, | 


- Here in my firſt Edition I had mentioned the ma- 
king on our ſelves the hen of the Croſs, which con! 


by-; 


wo 


* Sometimes like Hezekiah , to turn our ſelves to 


and moſt apprehenſive ſenſe. 


hor eſcape being tax'd of Popery by ſome, that call -/ 


} iy that name every thing they diſlike, 1 ſhould nut 
& much concerned at the charge , but that I find 
Popery is made 2 thing too ancient and too innocent, 
' nd ſo miſtaken. It hath indecd abuſed that priml-- 
tive Ceremony , and made it ſubſervient to Superſti. 
| ron; bur the right uſe of it is nor therefore unlawful, 
| Thoſe zealous and holy Chriſtians in the firſt Ages, 
vho frequently ſigned themſelves with that Sacred 
Sign, intended it as 2 tacit Invocation of the name of 
| Chiiſt; as an outward profeſſion , that they owned 
/ him for their Lord and Saviour ; and as a ſignature. 
| to themſelves , that they were devoted to his ſervice, 
and ready to die for his ſake. . 

| might produce and plead their reaſons and exam- 
ple ; the Cuſtom of our Church, and its 3oth Canon, 
bus that I would perſwade no man to a Rite fo in- 


—_— 
——{ 


diferent. If any will reiterate it on themlalves,: 
vhere they. give no offence, to the ſame purpoſe' a8 16s 
ws intended , when they. were made Chyiſtians,.. is 
| then that they will not: be aſhamed to profeſs the Fazeh: 
" | of Chriſh crucified, rc. 1 ſhall not condenm him; and! 
' 1 Thallin no wiſe quarrel with them that omit it. If 
; veſincerely love our Divine Maſter , and ave faithfub 
"" | and obedient to him, it is no great matter what out 
ward means and inſtruments we uſe. 

But yet experience, and the approbation of the beſt 


toned, as many ways uſeful and profitable. They, and 
others of the like nature , and Church Ceremonies, 
we ſaid by Calvin, to aſſiſt our infirmities, to increaſe 
ur devetion, and to make Religion more ſolemn ard 
mere venerable. Inſt.1.4.c.10. $,28,8 31. | 

50 the great Dutics be ſecured , theſe are indiffe- 
| rent, and may vary according to circumſtances ; bur 
| Jet they are not uſeleſs , nor totally to be rejeed. 


os EY. © wa, CTY" CY" ST,” OF) 


£99 our hearts ; they not only expreſs our inward 
Piety, 


. — — 
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of men, have recommended theſe I have now men- ' 


Þ Thoſe outward rights and actions have an influence _ > 


- 
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Piety, but they increaſe it. Though they proceed from 


the affeftions, they re-oft won 


KNefcis quormrde, cum them .(as S. Auguſtine faith) 
hi mers corporis fieri, they augment that fervour 
#ef 00s Eniaes * —_ which at firſt produced them, 
Me eter faltir, — And  faid 2 Bleſfed Mar- 
ils interior inviſibulis qui tyr of our Church , thie the 
e#2 fecit, angeatuy, Aug, true inward worſhip of God 

while we live in the Body, 
needs external helps, and all little enough to keep it 
1” any vigour. 

Theſe voluntary obſervations ſhould not lead them 
to ſcruple or cenſoriouſneſs , that are pleaſed to uſe 
them ; and ſhould not be clamoured againſt by others 
indifcreetly and uncharitably ; for in themſelves they 
are a#dminiculs pietdtts, hand- maids to devotion and 
holy contrition. And they thar know themſelves are 


up and relieve their dulneſs. When our underſtand- 
ings are convinced we have not quite done, means 


b. - mult be uſed alfo to affeR the fancy, and to engage 


the affeRtions. And he had need be wery fute of 
bu firength, that refuſeth tho aſſiſtance of al Auzi- 


kari. 


, that they want all poſſible helps to ſtir them 


—_— 
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C H A P. XXV. 


h) 

wil paſſionate Meditation on the Paſſion of 

| |. Our Bleſſed Saviour. 

Y Love 15 crucified , (ald that loving and holy 

» | Martyr Ignatins , declaring how earneſtly he F 

7) | nſhed to diz for JESUS; 4 
1nd fo, conlidering the Paſſion Zay 34p vuiv | 

_- f JESUS, 1 meditate with ye9 pe ipav Ts &6- 


aſe tim; My Love 1s crucified, To Survey » 6 tuds 
ny deareſt Saviour dies in Tews $52Vp wm. 

molt bitter pains; he hath 

ten rudely bound and drag'd from place to place ; 
be hath been ftript, tied to a Poſt, and whipe like # 

| iefave; he hath been buffeted and caned, and 
linkd vith All minnet of contumelies ; and now 3 
fr him crowned with Thorns , all over Spittle and' + | 
lleod. 1 ſee him firetched upon the Crois, where 25 
| be Hands and his Feet are nailed ; his Head hangs © © 
down; I read in his pale Face and his weeping Eyes, 
the extremity of his pain, the anguiſh of his wounded 
Soul, Lord, art thou he whom | 
my Soul loveth ? art thou m 0 Deming "OH 
feareſt JESUS! were it _ fer, f RP — 
kher, my Brother, my Friend, »» bs dediffi wii vellem j- 
« my BenefaQtor that ſhould 5%! deberem, corneremm 
hifer this undeſervedly , how "fr, que meds, ime 
would 1 pity them! but a Foe 2 8 


| hould they ſuffer this vu wage gre no 
x Rn Lord, 1 ——_ me ; Add groan 4 
wt out-live ſuch a ſight! if & gr4ts tents inm, &- 
Pp | wiking elſe, Love would cer- *<{2,& gr 

©) wound my Soul to death. | 
"It behold it is ©; this erucified , this dying - man is 
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my Father, he gave me my being ; he is my Brothez,” 
he came Jown from Heaven and took human fleſy 
that he might have that relation to me; he is ny 
Friend, he lays down his lite to ſave mine; ke is 

teſt BenefaQtor, from him I receive all I have; 
Aall the Bleſſings, the good things I enjoy I owe to 
his kindneſs. 

But now my Soul, ſuppoſe that from his Croſt thay 
ſhouldſt hear him thus expreſſing his love, and be. 
= ſpeaking thine. ©. Chriſtian , deareſt Chriſtian, for 
& whom here I die , conſider feriouſly, imprint itin 
*” thine heart, what in my words, what in my myſteriey 

*:thou readolt of my ſuffering for thee ; confider who 
*I am, what I endure, and to what end. I amthe 
* Eternal Son. of God , whom the Angels adore: k 
* became Man, tor make thee partaker of the Diviee 
Nature; I. am infinitely rich , the whole univerſe is 
**-mine:- I- became thas deſtitute of all things to pays 
4chaſy rus riches for thee; L 4m v7 an " Almigit 
- <6; Power, the whole World was made and fubſifts by 
*<me: I am now weak to make thee ftrong , Þ in 
*-overcome of mine Enemies to make thee conquer F 
«thine; I am crowned with glory, and cloathed witl 
< Majeſty : I now wear thefe Thorns, and am become - 
© naked, to. cloath thee with robes of Righteoſiiels, 
_ Cyown. thee with & Royal Diadem; I am the Þ 
+. inexhauſtible Fountain of Joy+ and Happin 


/ Py. 
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© and happy ; I am infinitely pure and innocent. ' 


& and to fantific and make thice holy ; 1 am theAv-Þ 
G:thor of life., the firſt and the laſt. 1 now die o 4 
* make thee live for ever ; nothing but love moves me. 
vs to - ſuffer fbr thee , and nothing but- love, 
Fequire for it, Deateſt Soul,thy fins are:more grieve: 


| ſorrow , by 


: 


vil. - 
reques 


* 4m become 2 Sacrifice-for fin , to merit thy pardon ry 


: = 

fr 

ry 1 
. 


A. \ 
% 


*to me than my wounds; add not ſorrow to-mfjpy 
remaining impeaitent; deny not. Wont 


t] 


es 4] t 
« now en@ure ſorrows and miſeries, to make thee joyful | 


»% 


1 


ry - 
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FT ®requeſt to thy d ing bleed. Aſpice ſerve Dei, fic was 
> on ira ae thou O—_— 

*youldſt mortifie thy luſts , —_——_— F 2 as 
*and forſake thy fins ; all Aſpice devete , % 

* that is paſt 1 heartily for- fic pendeopro 7 

# oive, if thou becomeſt a true —_— =o redds ribs, 
renitent, I freely g ve my ——Y644e mibege. | 
olaf for thee , and beg, that In cru. e ſum pro te, qui 


| : eccas deſine prome, © 
*thou wouldit give thy {elf Deſins GR. die cute TR 


"to me. pam, ceyrige vitam. 


b 


To this, O my Soul, with the greateſt love and 
wonder thou mailt thus reply. What ſhall 1 fay now, 
deareſt Lord ? Words cannot anfwer thee. I amama- 
2d, I am aſtoniſhed , I know not how to ſpeak, my 
is | wngue cannot expreſs what my heart feels. Lord, I 
vil ay nothing ! I will anſwer with fighs and tears, 
vith devout affeftions, by reſigning and giving up my  *! 
tody. and Soul to thee. 1 will anſwer by obedience, 
| by aQtions ; by now falling to work to reform my life, 
{4 omortifie my finful Juſts, to cut off the members of 
be body of fin. Sweeteſt JE SU, I will love thee 
vith all the aftetions my heart can entertain ; no. 
tolom ſin ſhall be ſo dear tro me, but for thy ſake 1 
vilt heartily part with it; no luſt ſhall be ſo pleaſmg, 
but 1 will Kill it at thy requeſt and command ; even 
ay natural defires and inclinations will 1 gladly 
-&ny, when they come in competition with that duty 
4 Wd love I owe, and ever will dparelt - = 
FJSSUS. Sweeteſt Lord it was I had deſervedto - 2 
T * mitren, to be covered with ſhame , to 'be de- 
| "am of life : And thou ſuffereſt all-theſe for me ; - 
42-me vile wrerch ; for me my Lord; was jt © 
exons $f mee? O where ſhall I find ſuch-another Friend "3 
o. mp nither what ſhall 1 do, to requite thy kind- 
£6430 "and mercy ! I can give thee nothing bur + 
quell. and thanks; and that will 1 do, O'my x 
We: Bleſſed **% 
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=” Bleſſed Lord, who was ſpet upon; I hum 
> worſhip thee. Thou walt reviled like a vile lave.;] 
= praiſe chee, and own my ſelf thy Servant. The Jex 
* retuſed thee for their King ; but thou art mine, thoi 
* "art my Blefſed Maſter, 1 care not what becomes 
» mchere, fo 1 may come to Bliſs and adore thee 
ever! Lord, if there is a place where thou at nat 

”  :Joved and magnihed , let me. never come- into "it; 
- *Aiſt me deareſt Lord, let no pleaſure or pain, no fear Þ 
= "or hope, no profit or loſs, no temptations within or |, 

£ without, ever make me to offend thee. 0 ye Spirit: 

and Sonls of the Righteans , praife ye the Lord , pra( Þ 1 

him, and magnifie him for ever! O that I could 

but joyn with you, to expreſs worthily my thanks an(F 
- ,gratirude! O that all the world would joyn w:th me 
© to. praiſe and glorite we Lord that died tor us! 
. Bleſed JESU, clranſe rhe thoughts of our hearts, b 
- the inſpiration of thy Holy Snirit , that we may pes 
 fetly lovethee, and worthily magnifie thy holy Naw, |- 
b- now 414 for evermore, Amen. 
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' .CHAP. XXVI. 


; | + | Of a ſincere Amendment , which muſt be 
wrought by proper means. 


bo Ut fickle and unhappy Creatures that we amÞ ,; 
Ks. we often promiſe well, bur ſeldom ſtand -to ow. 
engagements ; our reſolutions 'are good, and our pe: 
/- tormances yery defeCtive ; The ſpirit is willing, but t 
"4 Dfeſh is weak. 1 muſt not therefore, O my Soul, 
£m generals, but I muſt reſolve more eſpecially agai 
&-- thoſe fins I am inclined to ; and not only 2gal 
£ them, but alſo upon the means whereby I may 
|. come and mortifie them ; as avoiding the. oc 
= 
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l enticements, infliting on my ſelf ſuch ſevent 
þ may be proper remedies , and tying my ſelf to ſua 
ious Exerciſes as I know will drive away the tempre. ” 
on. To forſake my fins, is not to forbear drunken» 
when perhaps I am not inclined to it; or to. 


A. 
*Þ 


$1 i 


yoid Swearing. when I look upon it as an unpleating 2 
nd unprofitable fin ; or to hate Coverouſneſs, when. 
nature 1 am liberal : But knowing what fin plea | 
me-moſt, what vice my temper inclines me to, and 
what temptation is molt ſtrong and importunate upon . "8 
me, by my Calling or my Company , againit that ro 
fortifie my ſelf,and employ the urmoſt of my ſtrength ; 
| dgainſt that co watch and pray, and uſe ſincere and . 
Tf taneſt endeavours. To forſake my ins, is not to ſay, 
"1 vill frſake them. Some men, when they are called 
upon by fear , adverſity , or the ſecret voice of God ©" 
vithin them, are forward enough to engage with the 
» } Ber Brother io the Goſpel ; Lord,1 will go and werk © 
P*1 im thy Vineyard; but their hot zeal and haſty promiſe.” 
"| fon decays into negligence, and at laſt into a cold”: 
denial. Though I reſolve againſt my natural cor». % 
roptions never fo ſeriouſly, that will not ſubdue them 
. vithour | uſe proper means for it; w'? Rd. "_- 
my Croſs and follow Chriſt, to forſake all for him, to 
deny 11y ſelf, to take the kingdom of Heaven by force, 3 
| be tocut off my right hand, and pluck out my eyes whem © 
| they offend, is more than barely to reſolve, and promiſe 
high and proceed no further. They that are Chriſts 
have (not only verbally renounced, but actually) cru- 
ified rhe fleſh, with the affe&ions and luſts, Gal. $. 24+. 


"= 
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Fiberefore now, 1 have given up my ſelf ro Chriſt, and 
{& &ire ever to be his ; I muſt pray heartily, and kbear FA 

| 1-764 pur my fins, thoſe eſpecially that are me & 
3 Prating and cuſtomary to me ; I mult;hke S.Paul, nog”; 
gt inthe air againſt generals, but keep under my bouly, _ 
temperate in all things, and ſtrive to the utmoſt for.”? 

Weorruptible Crown; I muſt uſe that violence rg.% 
2 ies, 
:5 


norrit -atior bs or my own or the Spiriral | Phyl 
So Ppointment , as are fit and requiſire ro cure 
vitemper,co cxpel or reform that evil inclination 

{4 Finconfiftent with my love to] ESUS. 

57" To that end. it will be very uſeful fequently th 
meditate on the Paſſion of Chriſt , the day of ou 
 *—omnnges our appearance in Judgment, the joys of Hes 

4 -ven, the torments ot Hell, and the amazing cc 
ration of Eternity ; and I am perſwaded,that it woul 

£ be an excellent in{trument of Reformation , and ve 

- uſeful in many+caſcs , to acquaint the Spiritual Jaly 
and Phyſician with qhe diſtempers of our Souls 
. the ſtate of our Conſcience.. But whatever means uw? 

Fuſe for our amendment, we muſt be ſure that t 

+  effeQual. And as he that would cure a natural 

Le vil, applies a ſtronger remedy where a weaker i 

nod inſufficient ; fo muſt he that would cure the 

itual diſeaſes of his Soul , (till uſe ſtronger applis, 

; boggle at nothing that may be requigre to 

5x : his danger and recover his health. Burt be ſure; 
reveal deſire to be healed , for then all rhings con» 

g-to that end, will be welcom and acceptable. #9 

Le/tderas, via brevy oft & ſuavis : ſinegligu , longs” 

e 5 \ Jaborioſs. Every man that ftriveth for tht. 

ery 25 Femperate in all things ; now they do it 
ma corruptible Crown, but we an incorruptible, 
at would vanquiſh his Antagoniſt, was in the firt | 

place to rYanquiſh himſelf, 'to endure hardſhip 8 

ity, and uſe all endeavours for the viRory, wy 
Garland; ſo he that wil) overcome his luſts, 
er himſelf, and vbtain that heavenly Crown whi >< 
fadeth,, mult uſe, great induſtry, many. arts, Ws 
| char can conduceto that end. -& 
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77 | rb beſt Inflrument of Self-Reformas ' 
” tion and true Penitence a au att of 
hearty” Contrition. Es.” 
hi " 
JV: the voluminous direQions of Caſtits and "ay 
4 ſeſfioniſts cannot reach all caſes and all particu» \ 
"to ſhorten our labour therefore, let the-Love of - 
| $US & the work of Self reformation, and it'will © 
om and beſt done, Love will find ont the moſt ' 
MeAval means tor the exterminatiors of 'our fins/Ahe! 
+ vill uſe them ro the beſt purpoſe. - Certain iris; 
' Love'in all inftances, ſers men upon 'afts of 'Self _ 
nal”; as great Generals'annd many*more, who _ | 
the peaceable enjoyment of 'the comfort@®'t 
pight have at home, and expoſe themſtyesrto' 
wy, 'becauſe they love Aonour;; | Merchirite wh fe. 
k ike their deareſt Relations ; -and. rut: through \many 
t'txoubles and perils, becauſe they love Gain, 6 
he more geneous love. of: Friendſhip, whidv hacks 
4 many to chuſe great inconveniences ,* and-bytns . 
hto ſerve their Friends : And therefore: tetrtaint 
tis alſo that the Love of ] ESUS will make hig* 
e,and even his Croſs eafie ; will make us deny our! 
s and forbear what diſpleaſeth him, chowghother- | 
ws to us. © That men might be withour: 
T5 _ made a ſhort 'wotk COR __ Tt: 
"Aug, \contraCting ' 
is - irmirierttt «As; the hs - 8 
w dinhenfiensof Man ;, he . * 
er his db@rin, 
onde | ESUS is the 
— 96s of ourFaith-.' aug 
Religion; and the love of 
A E 


» 
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JESUS is the content of our duty. have determined 
; (faith S.Paul) mot to know any thing among you ſan 
Jeſwe Chriſt and him crucified: and , we preach 
Chriſt crucified, to the Jews a ſlumbling block, and to 
rhe Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but to them that are called 
Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſdom of God 
1 Cor.2.2. and 1.24. that is, in whom God fully re- 
veals his will , and gives us full power to fulfil it, 
therefore (faith the Apoſtle) God forbid that 1 foogld 
glory, ſave in. the Crofs of Jeſus Chrift my Lord ; 
whow. the world is crucified unto me, and 1 wnto-? 
morld, (Gal. 6.14. The knowledge and love of [E 
S.U.S, our Crucified Saviour, isthe moſt proper means 
te reach. vs our duty, the greateſt motive to undertake 
it, and the be inftrument to perform and effe& ic 
withal ; it will kill our luſts , crucifie the members of 
the.body of fin , and carry us through the labours and, ' 
bifhculties of Penitence and fincere Amendment; it | 
be the fulfilling of Repentance,, as itis the fulft- 
of the' Law, For, as Love is ſtrong to oyer- 
firong enemies, to kill the greareſt, fins; 
; it wiſe and quick-figbted to ſee-and to find ove 
A wk Friend will nog only not {lander 
| his Friend, not rob, or ſtrike , or murthee. 
;. bor: will farbear all words and actions, whic® | um 
bring. hita . the leaſt grief or inconvenience ; 
will not.anly not give the greateſt provocations, 
bur even. not difoblige or diſpleaſe in the leaſt in- 


And.now. my Soul; 1, muſt apply this home, and 
thereby examine how true are my reſolyes and pwo- 
teſtatious; if my love to J ESU S my. Lord be fs- 
cere; it will not only keep me from confederation with 
his proſeſt and greateſt Enemies , but cven make we 
ſhun and forlake the moſt ſecrer and conremptible. of 
them.. I mean, thacthe love of JE SU $ will neue; 
ſuffer mg to entertain any. the leaſt lin ; and whenen 
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The Lo-veof FESUS. © 6g _ - 


| find'that I have been unhappily ſeduced to.Gom. 
mit any , it will cauſe me to grieve 3nd ſadly to 
repent; that 1 have difpleaſed my deareſt Saviour, 
| nd wounded that tender love I owe him, and 
profeſs ever to have for him, And indeed, it, is. 
| reported of many devout perſons, great "lovers of 
{£SUS, that they would ſorrow and: weep+ for ordi- . 
nary failings , for ſmall omiſſons , more than orhers 
yould tor much greater ſins. Divine Love , like a 
bright burning flame, will feel a commorion and 
diſturbance by the leaſt drop of water that falls upon 
t; a ſmall irregularity will be more grievous to 4 
fions lover of ] ESU'S, than great crimes to another, 
Therefore he that could fay , the love of Chriſt con- 
freineth ws, would alſo highly complain', and groan 
der the ſenſe of vur unavoidable-'irmperfetion; 0 
metched man-that' I am, who ſhall deliver me'from 
the body of this death? Rom. 7; 24. Nothing will 
mke us more ſenſible of our leaſt and moſt common 
im, chan- the Love of JESUS; it will make' us 
mgry at and impatient- of them, and carneſt and 
were inreforming of them. 
' Now therefore , 2s 1 profeſs my felf a fincere ane 
| SRionate lover of -JESUS, I amobliged to undo, 
% much'as may be, what I have done amiſs, and to 
®it'no more; this earneſtly and vigorouſly: I muſt 
ww refolye, and beg the Divine Grace and affiſtance 
0 perform it. I muſt make amends and reſtitution to * 
hoſe I have any ways damnified..in body, goods, 'of 
me, and even ask their pardon for the injury ; and-: 
then-bewail my ſins, grieve that I have offended my | 
Divine and loving Maſter , and beg his forgivenels, / 
Wendeavour' by tears and contrition to waſh way 
3 Rains and ſpots wherewith my Soul is polluted, 
3 Epicaſeth the holy eyes of the Holy ] ESU'S 
to own and to love JESUS my Maſter, binds 
F we all the dutics of holy Penitence ; Repentance- 
4 E 2 muſt 
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. muſt.gow be: my work, and I mult live like # true 
Pegitent. Efpecially on Lent, Fridnys, and ſuchother 
times as the Church appointed, and devout Chriſtians 
uſe for mortification ,. and more ſolemn devotion. 1 
mult-then , and. even every night call my ways to 
remembrance. And (beſides thoſe greater proyoca- 
tions wherewith I have offended my Lord, in the days 
of my folly and inconſideratier)) I ought alſo to take 
notice of thoſe fins of daily incurfion I laſt com- 
mitted, and weep over them all, and beg for pardon; 
and this I ſay , eſpecially on Penitential days. For 
though true contrition ſhould always abide in the 
heart of every one that truly Joves JESUS, yu 
there are occaſions and proper times to bring it 
faxth ; when we are to make it our buſineſs to ſoften 
our hearts, and make them melt into penitent tears, 
Which muſt be done by religious Exerciſes , pious 
Meditations, and ſuch acts of contrition as this. 


neſs my being, and all the bleſſings 1 enjoy ;. and [ 
know that thou didſt come down trom Heayen to dic 
ot) the Croſs, that I might not dic in Kell to.cter- 
nity. ; ' to ſuffer a bitter and ſhameful dearth, that 1 
miglit live in eterual Joys. - I hope to ſee thy glo- 
rivus face one day ; I hope to receive a Crown from 
thy gracious hands ; I hope to dwell in thy bliſsful 
ſaciety for ever. Deareſt Saviour, if thou wert upon: 


ſhould tread, to {erve thee ta, ſhew my Joye and grd-' 
ritaide-to thee. Deareſt Lord, I would now- joytully! 
gernp my: life for thee ; 1 would loſe the laſt drop: 


rather that! deny thee, , Why then, enhappy! awetths 


{df and all that Þ have't. 
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My deareſt JESUS, I owe to thy kindeſt Good-. | 


Earth, I would go all the world over to proſtrate! | 
my felf before thee, - to kiſs the ground thy Holy Feet: | 


% 
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of my blpad to pleaſe and glorige thee ; 1-wauldd& | 


char I am, 'do -[ offend 'thee,, ro whom b avel my. 
Why do I wound: wes: 
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,.. The Loveef FESU'S,' 71 
by my travfgreſſions , who waſt wounded for them by 
true thy love ? Why do I grieve thee , who purchaſeſt 
ther eterial Joys for me ? Why do I diſpleaſe thee, wigh 
ant | yhom I hore to live'and dwell and from whom I-expeſt 
«1 mercy and ſalvation ? Why-do..1 fin againſt thee, 
tO. | ghom 1 love with all my Suul ? and, why do, nor+ I 
YC2- lire to thee, for.whom I would die? Lord, if what 
ays thou haſt done and ſuffered tor nie, be not- able ro:win 
ake my heart-, what canſt thou do.more? Burt, O break 
M-' | and yield finful heart of mine; open the way 'to 
on; tears and grief; and let the love of thy dearelt Sa- 
For | your enter, and fill and ever poſſeſs thee. 


the 
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ans CHAP. XXVIIL 

10Us . 

That Love will ſweeten as well as produge . 

os | the trueFF Peniterce; and that true WWy- 

d1 | dom, not Melancholy, is the Guide 'of 

die |- ſincere Penitent<s. 

ter- | b 
": 

r L oo” Conſiderations and Soliloquies 2s theſe will 

a + produce ' not only /acrymas dolor , . rears of 

yn Grief , but alſo /acrymas amor. , tears of Loye 


6 ard. true contrition ; and moreover will make pleaſagt 
fl al. the ſeverities of Repentance , which are fo uh- 


or | acceptable and ſo repugnant to nature ; thoſe things 
= {| that would be ungrateful , as aQs of Juſtice on our 
ly ſelves, or obedience and ſubmiſſion ro a fevere Maſter, 


vill become delightful as as of love to, a gracious 
beloyed Lord. In amore nihil amart , in Love: all 
[things are ſweet that are done or ſuffered, for the ake 
| Fxhe beloved. 7 rake pleaſure m infirmities, in 
"Preacher, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in giſlreſſp for 
of 1% i Hes Chriſts 
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'f2 The Reformed Mimaftery; Or, 
Chrifl: ſake, faith S. Pawl, 2 Cor. 12. 10. that great 


lover of JESUS ; not that thoſe rhings are of their 


own nature pleaſant , whether inflifted by our ſelves 
or others ; *twas for Chrifts ſake that he liked them, 
He likewiſe that by Self-denial and revenge on him- 
ſelf, expreſſing his ſorrow for his fins, ſhews his love 
to-JE SUS, is certainly delighted with the moſt 
aMidive of thoſe voluntary ſufferings, as they are ep 
preſſions of his love. Accordingly 'tis ſaid of ſome 
Religious perſons, that their watchings and faſting, 
and all the ſeverities to which they had tied them- 
ſelves as exerciſes of true Repentance, became in 
ceſs of time fo pleaſant to them by the devoutnels of 
their affections, that they were afraid of having their 
Paradice here in this world, and conſulted their Spiri- 
tual guide about it. And certainly nothing but Love 
could carry the primitive Solitarier and Canbite 
through that uneaſineſs and hardſhip they willingly 
undertook, and endured many years, and rejoyced in, 
and would not have exchanged for ali the pitt? 
| in the world; they heing perſwaded that thy 
they recovered and ſecured the favour of ]ESUS 
whom they loved, and whoſe Tove they eſtecrned more 
than all worldly enjoyments. 


Perhaps it will be ſaid by ſome, that ſuch thing 


are the effe& of Melancholy , or a forward and mil- 
guided Zeal, nor of true Picty. But let it be confi- 
dered, that Natural love it ſelf hath done , and fill 
doth wonderfal things. The love of Friendſhip, the 


love of Luſt, the love of Riches :and Ambition have , 


ſer men upon difficult attempts , have made rhem de- 
ſpiſe grear dangers, have carried them through mary 
Rbours and: ſufferings , and perhaps as as the 


moſt mortified Chriſtian ever undertook for ] E'SUS 


© And Eternity. © This hath been and is ſtill rhe effe2 
of "Natural Lovez and fure Divine Love , why 
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vieible and crernal, then their afiiftions were lig 
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ajft is Þ infinitely more excellent , may do at lealt 
25 b 
Belides, things temporal ſeem great at a diſtance ; 


| hut near at hand , they appear as they are indeed, 


mean and contemptible : whereas contrariwiſe, thi 
wernal, as they ſeem ſmall and deſpicable afar of, 
þ wear "at hand they appear great and immenſe, 
they overwhelm the mind. Hence it is, that dying 
men who are on the brink of Eternity, are amazed art 
the thoughts and hear profpeR of it, and expreſs great 
regrer for their paſt inconfideration , and promiſe 
get things for the future, if they might Bvelonger ; 
looking upon the world as an empty nothing , not to 
be regarded where Eternity appears ; and hence it is 
1s har rhey who approach things eternal, and view 
them by Mcditation and Contemplation are of the 
ime mind , have the fame apprebenſfions of them, 
wi z& accordingly , doing thoſe things which dying 
dear they have not done. For imdecd, it is no 
x Jeceit, Vut a great and real cruth, chat the 


| Wold and af! vs concerns are nothing , compared to 


Penity; 'and that we can never be'too careful to 
drain eternal Joys, and avoid eternal Sorrows. 

How much the bleſſed Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriftiars were ated by this confideration , S..Peul 
gives us to underſtand, Paying, That wh lookt 
not on things viſible and tranfitory, but on Yangs 1n- 

ht and 
bu for @ moment, 2 Cor.4.16 &c. though they laſted 


 trany years, and were ſo great, that the very thoughts 


df them can make us tremble, yet they were light and 


mentary , * whilſt they looked on Eternity; and 


they fainted not , though their outward man decayed 
daily, by their great Mortifications , and their labo- 


+ Tious Zeal to ſerve GOD; and all this, whilſt we look 


t on #he, things that are ſeen , but on the things 


\Wnich are not ſeen; ; for the things which are ſeen are 
\ 32 E.. 4 


temporal, 
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temporal , but the things which are not ſeen aq 
eternal, $6 that it is the effeft of a wiſe and th 
rational confideration, to value” and love him above 
all things, who by dying for us hath reſcued us fin 
' eternal ruine, and obtained eternal happineſs for us; 
and to make it appear by all means poſſible, doing or 
ſuffering any thing that may. manifeſt ,our love. to 
JESUS, and affure vs of a bleſſed; Eternity. 1: 
may juſtly be feared , that the indevotion and luke 
warmneſs of very many , not the worſt of Chriſtians, 
will not make them acceptable to God , who declares 
that he will fue them out of hu month that are wi- 
ther hot nor cold, Rev. 3. 16. and that their, carelef. 
neſs and indifferency in Religious duties will hardly 
ſecure their eternal intereſt. However, I think that-it.s 
aſhame to ſee Benedifins, Franciſcans,Carthuſtans und 


others, forſake the merriments, pleaſures arid bonows |. 


* of 'the World, riſe up early, and late go to reſt, wer 
nothing but Cilices and coarſe Cloth, feed poorly po 
lye hard ; and all this and much more to.qbſerve 

Rule of S. Bruno, S, Francs, or ſome other, fanſul 
or melancholy Deworo, who obliged them to Toge 
"abfurd, ſome needleſs, and many uneafie obſervations; 
from whom they never received any benefit, and from 
whom they can expe no Kind of remuneration ; and 
"at the ' Jatme time to ſee Chriſtians nice and dainty, 
unwilling” to deprive themſelves of any pleaſure, or to 
undergv any thing of hardſhip, for to obſerye the 
' moſt reaſonable, holy and advantagious Rulc of Chriſt; 
from whom they have received the greateſt fayoun, 
from whom they expe& the greatelt rewards , and to 
whoſe ſervice and obedience they have cevored they- 
ſelves, by a ſolemn Vow in holy Baptiſm. 
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rom | CH A P. XXIX. 


BE | That Severities and Mortifications well 
Ik | regulated, are ſubſervient to Repentancp 


tke. and the Loveof F ESUS.. , 
ares 14 Ia 
wy Know that. ſome put too great , a rel on | 


le. | *Þ cutward obſervations and corporal Auſlerities , and 
raly whilſt*they pervert-- che: right uſe of them, great y 
its | bile theinſelves, * and it may be deceive others alſo,; 
and | but vithal-ir muſt be granted, that. others , in the 
ours | \other- extreme, 8s unadyiſely xeject and, cohfdemn 
ear | 'them- as unprofitable ' and ſuperſtitious ; and, as ug- 
wd | "rebfohably ceunt themſelves, Religious Fecaule th 
0 deſpiſe, as others becauſe they are fond .of them. 1 
Gul | fhall-nor* derermine which of the two are io the,war 
owe | 'errors! Beth certainly are miſtaken, and the.truch I 
ns; | ipprebiend 'to be this. The example of our Elefſy 
rom | Saviour, which is our beſt pattern arid moſt profitable 
and | Leſſon, plainly declares that ſuch exerciſes are of great 
nty, | uſe, if not.neceſſity; in our ſpiritual warfare againſt 
r.to | fin and temptations. So likewiſe the Precepts of 
the | (utting off our right hand cr foot, when they make us 
ict; } offend ; of denying our ſelves,ond taking up the Croſs ; * 
urs, ; many more to the ſame purpoſe, make it our duty 
0 uſe the proper and appointed means of Mortifi- 
em- |} Atjon, Ayd that they are acceptable to God, we are 
| Mared by Chriſt himſelf; When ye faſt, be not as the 
byprerites,bus anoint thy head and waſh thy face, that 
toys appear not unto men to faſt, bat ro thy Father 
4 #%h ſees in ſecret ; and thy Father which ſees in 
Fer ſhall reward thee openly, Matt. 6.18. Here 
. 4 Taſting ſtands for all a&ts of Self denial, as being rhe 
mo affliclive; and though the meaſures. thereot be 
: E 5 not . 


e 


76 The Reformed Manaſtery ; Or, 
; Not &eſcribed , yet thar God-hath a great reſpeft and 
recompence for it, as well as for Prayers and Alms, ix 
clearly affirmed by our Bleſſed Lord. $o that there 
remains no doubt , but that all corporal Auſterities 
prudently undertaken and: managed , wherher of our 
free ſuſception, or appointed to us by our Spiritual 
'Gnide, or the Governours of Chrifls.Church, to whom 
we are bound to ſubmit our ſelves , (they being in his » 
ſtead tous ;) there is no doubt I ſay, but that theſe, 


aac the laſt, are generally very profitable; 
| br dblohecly neceliiry and always well pleaſg 
to'God. They are Inſtruments of Religion, whereby | 
-our Lufts are ſubdued, the Body kept under, - aud the 
"Spirit it ſelf mortified. They ayg marks of the fin. 
cerity of our forrows, and our regret-to have offended 
"God. And they \re teftimonials +of. our. Love. to 


4 "5 


E SUS, and our carnefſt defire to ſecure our doty-6o, 
. him for the future. Al} this is arteſted andproved 
zriie, not only by holy Scriptyre , and the InjunRtions 
of the Chriſtian Church ; but alfo. by —_- 
and experience of all devout perſons. , 
lovers of the Bleſſed JE SUS. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
Aſhort Meditation for Pemtemtial days. 


TI Emember that Faſting and Altms are the two 

wingsof Prayer, 2nd that all three muſt unite 
theiriltrengthrto raiſe our heavy hearrs from this Earth, 
and lift them up to the Regions of Love. All three 
together aſcended as 2 memorial before God, to plead 
for Cornelis, And our Bleſſed Savioar in'otie Ser- 
non, Mar. 6, Joyned thera all three, and affigned.to- 


them one reward 


| Thus therefore meditate, O my Soul, on thy days 
of humiliation. 
My Bleſſed Lord , I know that 1 have been'too 
much addicted to ſenſual pleaſures ; and now to fperk 
my grief 'for it, Here I mourn and afflift- my Tex, 
jpdging tay ſelf unworthy even of thoſe refreſhments 
thou baſt allowed me. 1 have'too much ſerved Mam- 
mon, and been too greedy of the world: And now 'l 
«vote all I have to thee , giving this as an carneft, 
thatdll 1. have is thine , and- that now 1'will uſe ir 
tor my[(2lf with more moderation , and fpend it on 
others with greater chariry ; that thon mgilt be'#e- 
knowledged and glorified for thy gracious" #ffts. , aiid 
| may (peak my dependance on thee. - My heart hith 
deen too far from thee, and for my negligence in thy 
ſervice, thou maiſt juſtly blot 'my name out of the 
liſt of thy Servants ; but here I return to thee with 
tears and prayers, begging that ſtill thou wouldſt be 
Ty Lord and Maſter , and I may be more faithful 
and alive in waiting upon thee. I pour out my 
Soul before thee. deſiring that it may evermore cleave 


-\ ito thee moſt affeRionately ; and that no Creature 


whatever 


whatever may ever be able to draw me from that loye 
and duty I owe thee. 

Lord, had I, offended any earthly Prince, that had 
power on me, in that grievous manner that I. hare 
offended thy Divine Majeſty, I thould be loaded with 
Irons, caſt. into-z Dungeon, and never admitted' tb" ſee 
his face, and to beg his pardon. But thou giveſt me 

. liberty and inviteſt me.to..plead for my. ſel; to Ge 
.and proſtrate my ſelf. at.thy fect, to implorg/ thy 
mercy, to retract my folly, and ſhew how.,much I am 
_grieved for it; and if 1 am ſincere in this, þ am aff 
,red of thy pardon, and that, thou wilt receive'met 
_ favour again, | | 
Lore, I beſeech thee, as it is written,)'in. thy Book 
that T' have ſinned, ſo therein let it be regiſtred 
that I truly repent ; that I judge and puniſh my 


lalf apd endeavour what I can to undo and recall it . 


again. Let the penance I here perform, my ſigh 


capd.tears, my. prayers. and bitter: ſorrows, .entigle me 


:to the merits of. thy-precious blood ; let chem. and 6h 


record, that: I may be juſtified at the laſt day ,” to 


have been a true Penitent ; that here the Judgments 
I have deſerved may be turned from me ; that having 
' been here numbred among thy Servants, who duly own 
thee before-men, I may hereafter be-numbred among 


.thy , Saints us glory: everlaſting... And:Lord ler my. 
love to thee. be proportionable-to my fins«and thy great. 


mercies, that 1 alſo: may hear that bleſſed voice, : nub 


ax forgivenzhee, becauſe thou Jovedſt much ; and. L may. 


g9.and fin no; mgre.. 


j 
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af + CHAP. XXXL 
th | "ZÞgr Repentance muſt look forward, tothe 


te | © ſecuring of. our duty for the time, to come; © 
= . with. Inſtances ana Reſolutions to thas. þ 
by effe6t. | | 

am * 

u- Ur one great half of Repentance is yet behind; 


"that which is moſt to be attended to, that which 
F'muſt chiefly defign in all aQs of mortification is,thar 
ok | '1rreturn no more to thoſe ſins for the which I grieve 
red and afflit my ſelf. 1 muſt.nort only grieve that I haye 
my not forſaken thoſe luſts and vanities I renounced when . 
| t-| Tbecame a Chriſtian: but I muſt now.a&ually forſake 
gin | themandperforp my vows. Except I do. this, my're- ® ? 
me” | ' Pentanceis yain, and my. love nor fincere. , {True con- © 
' oh 'tr}tion Joth include loye, agd love includes bt hi iff 
'&. | obedience. But here lies the difficulty. Thie 'occ@- 
eats ſions and inticements of fin will doubtleſs come again ; 
"0g my thoughts will not'always be fixt upon Diyine 'D- 
OWn jefts, 'my mind wyl return to the world ; my paſſions . 
ong mill be diſorderly, and, my appetite unruly again. How 
"My. | fRall'l dad'and” r6fiſt ,” and be fafe, in the time of 
reat.. | "Gnger, in the hobr, of trial, and, temptation? This I 
Wh 'tmaſt do, this ] reſolve to, da ; ,devoutly to lift .up gy 
my. | 'Soil'to JESUS my Maſter, and beg his aſtance , 
to: remember my engagements and my proteſtations, 
L and conſider how much I am bound to love and obey 
my Lord and Saviour rather than my Luſts , and how 
infinitely much” 1 ſhall gain by ig; to. fumimon all the 
| Trength,and all the powers of devout Love to my aid ; 
P:' F \©6to uſe all rhoſe means 1 have hefore reſolved upon, 
-* F ite refiſting of  reqprations, and doing my duty, 


; 
. 
Ss n 
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| Thus, when a provocation to anger is given , ard 
| I find my heart riſe, and my ſpirits cake fire and 
grow turbylent; inſtead of giving way to the miſ- 
”  chievous paſſion, or ſuffering that it ſhould proceed t0- 
Kkatred and revenge; 1 will turn afide and check tny 
:felf with the remembrance of my meckeſt Saviour , 
who was led as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and opened 
wot hu mouth ; who, when he was reviled, reviled mt 
again, when he ſuffered the greateſt injuries, yet uſed 
wv tbreatning , leaving us an. example that we ſhould 


'® | 
& y 


"wie to be angry with others, who have ſo much reaſon 


tly provoked my God to anger; I will conlider- 

how il] ir becomes me to be revengful and ſevere to 

- others, when all my hopes and all my happineſs depend 
" upon forbearance- and mercy ; 1 will think of, and 
+ Fear that juſt exprobration of wy Lord againſt the 
| x ful , Thos wicked Servant, ſhouldft net this 
'bave jy compaſſion on thy Fellow-ſervant, as 1 had 
"Pity onthee; and I will remember thatitis JESUS 
who died. for me, JESUS for whom I would de, 

| who intercedes for mine Enemies ,_ and ſo will rather 
. rejoice that 1 have ſome of that kind of love to repay 
. «0 my deareſt Saviour, which he ſhewed to me 
when 1 was his Enewy. IF luſt enticeth me toadls 

_ of impurity, I will call ro mind-the corruption 2nd 
iſfohation of this vile body. of fin; 1 will think 6 
my laſt account, the day ot Judgment, and the dread- 

ſul Sames 'of Hell; and 1 wil) remember him, who 

_ for me was crucified , and with whom my love hath 
crucified me ; and that now is the time to -make.it 


* of my proteſtations. And ſo, for Covetouſnels, Pride, 


"= 
1M 
1 ,4 —_ 
_ \ Es ai . 


' follow his ſteps, 1 will remember how ill it becontes . 
"to be angry with my ſelf for having ſo highly and 


- appear that 1 love him, and to juſtific the tuncerity | 


 Internperance, and all ſuch temprations, 1 will rejet | 
their atterprs and proffers with indignation, as3 tre | 
Friend would ſcorn the folicit ations ta betrapbl; 
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ian, thus faying to my (elf ,What;fhall T be falſe'ts 
him 1 love, to him chat loveth me, who hath ſhed his 
blood for me, and to whom 1 have often proteſted . 
that I would even dic for him? dhall 1 break "the _ ? 


fGacred bonds of Sy molt facred Tong 286 

-my Soul into 2 of regret, unquictneſs, ſhame 
Fo foro for 'this vile eranſirory profit or pleaſure? 
O my deareſt JESUS , thon knoweſt that I love 
apaſtiſt 


thee ; I beſeech thee,,oake that love yiforiovs 
thine Enemies and mine. I would rather. die that 
deny thee for any intereſt in the World ; and 1 hope 
thou wilt not deny me art the laſt day, but'own me 
among thy faithful Servants. Lord, I ſerve thee noe 
for nothing ; great are the reaſons why I ſhould 
obey thee ; thou haſt done much for me , and from 
thee 1 till expet much ; inficgite rewards for fuch 
due and poor ſervices: Lord, let me die before I deli- 
derately ever fin againſt thee, and forfeit thy love by 
Thus, by Love I reſolve to conquer my falf,, te 
deny and mortifie my Juſts ; by Love I will ſtrive to 
overcome all unlawful defires, all Ginful motions; and: 
then I ſhall rejoice in the victory. Ir ſhall not nuke 
me either proud-or peeviſh, or ſevere to others ; but 
tather humble and meek , chearful and contented : fo 
that ie Thall be ſeen 'by my outward deportmenr, 
ev much pleafirre and tranquility my Soul hath in- 
'vardly ;. that 1 rejoice in what 1 do for Chrift ; char 
i is delicious to-me to deny my ſelf for his fake, to 
vige fo great, ſo'true, fo generous z Lover as  ] E. 
$US, who hath. done all as of friendſhip for me, 
*nd owns me for his Friend.” 1 calf you ' 68 ſervants, 
ber 'friemds ; ye ave wy friends indeed, if ye do what-. 


Thewr 1bave commended 'yiu, Jobn 13. 14+ Thoſe 


7 *"thar'gre *ecounted galknt men in the World ,. will 
& erture Their lives to ſecond a friend in an idle, an 
+ © Vechriflianquarre) ; and their wounds they ber with 

= courage, 
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courage, and'count them honourable , "Twas to ſerty F 


# friend: How much more ſhould I rejoice in that. 
violence. I offer to my appetites and unruly defires? | '«, 
Ty what 1 do or ſuffer for to pleaſe and ſerve my Hea- 
yenly, my /bett, my deareſt Friend, whom 1 can never 
love ſo much as he deſerves; and in loving of whom | «, 
Iam infinitely happier than if I :ſhould- enjoy all | «} 
the pleaſures of fin, as long as Iilive. I only grieve | «, 
and am diſpleaſed.that- I can do fo little for him, that 
+ J.gan,requite his-Jove, no better. 1 know that many 
ſons have done: far more for their leſs deſerving | « 


Fred, than I do,, or can do for::my. Saviour « 
JESUS. « 


tt 


J—_—_——_ « 
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Wh «, 
A ſingular example of human Love , with* | * 
©: @ ſhort refleFion upon it. -».$3 


F . 


«TT is reported by Greek Hiſtorians of two loving 
« þ Siſters, Eudoxia and Irexes, Daughers to the lalt | 
| os * pnhappy Prince, of, Mores , | 
© Miceph. Gregor. Chal- \ © who with, big; life Jo. bs | 

' conch]. . © Crown and. Countxy:s #h& f 
> ie *« 2n,; Uncle, ſaved them fxom 
** the, general Deſolation. and Captivity . which ſoon / 
'* ſucceded the Joſt Battel.;, and. carried them. toiold 
"6 Andronicus their Kinſman, .. then ;Engperor of Con- 
'** Zantimple. There, with-pity , they found-8 kind 
'« welcom, and as. great. 6 4 as. they could wjlh- 
'« Their beauty, their -yertnes_ and acconipliſkmeds | 
'« ſurpaft their Princely birth, and were ag. enpigentt$s + 
'* their fortune was low; ſo that young j&ngrmicn,, Þ 

4 who was to ſucceed in the. Empize, wax.io procelp'l oþ 
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time taken/ with Eudpxia, loved. ber paſſionately, 


« and obtained the Eraperors conſent to -marry her. 
« This cauſed great troubles to. [rsnze , who liked [it * 
Cell as (he loved her tiſter. but could not but grieye 
* atit, 2s ſhe loved the Prince (for unhappily ſhe had 


4 


« ferled her affc&ions on him.) Upon this ſhe fell ſigk, 


«2nd almoſt to death ; and it being oberved that'fothe 
« diftemper in her mind cauſed the diſtempey of her 
« body, her Siſter proteſting of her love to her, aſſu- 
« ring her that Eudoxis ſhould have only the tigle 
« 2nd the trouble, but Irenea the priviledges and the 
« power of an Empreſs , conjured her to declare what 
« cauſed her diſcontent. Having underſtood whar -it 
« yas, and grieving that ſhe ſhoyld be the occafen 
« of her Siſters danger and ſorrow, ſhe preſently; took 
« f;5om her head aJewel thePrince had given her,in form 
© like a Half-moon; and with it ſhe ſo wounded and 
« disfigured her face, that ſhe cured the Prince of. his 
* love,, as ſhe deligned; and afterwards retired, to 
*Gallzopoli, where ſhe entred a Cloilter , and devoted 
"thereſt of her life to God, The Prince finding-in 
* reyes what he had loſt in Exdpxis , ſoon aftes.qu- 
" tertaiged the ſame . paſſion for her , he had-for, her 
"Siſter ; but Irenes remembring her Siſters genero- 
* fity, ſorgot her affeftion to the Prince ; conſidering 
* vhat Exdoxia had voluntarily. ſuffered. for her , how 
* great, how tender a love ſhe had expreſt in what 
* ſhe had done , reſolves to forſake Andronicus, to 
* forgo her caſe and pleaſura, and what ſhe had {0 


+ © earneſtly defired; rather than be ungrateful. Where- 


* upon ſhe ſteals away from the Court, goes to Gal= - 
4 liopol;, enters her Siſters Cloiſter, and having expreſt 7 
* to her her love and acknowledgments, ſhe takes the * © 
ſame. Vaws, and reſolves to live and die to God, 


'# 2nd with her beloved Siſter. 


This | 
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ory makes me grieve 2nd bluſh , thath 
latte gratitude ſhould be paid to ]J E SUS for grate, 
'benefes , for that incomparable love he hath ſheved 
" men in dying for them ; that I my felf ſhould fer ill 
- require his moch greater kindneſs , fo poorly 2nd ig. 
,ericly return his moſt wonderful Love, Whar, hall 
-Þ thick it much to refram m4 imemperance for his 
fake, who for mine fafted long amd often , and taſted 
Vinegar and Gall ? hall 1 think it much to mortife 
ny Pride and Anger for him , who for my ſake . 
"Tpiled the ſhame of the Croſs , and' returned nothing 
"but mecknefs to rhe greareft provocarions ? ſhall 
"think it rauch to refrain my worldly, covetous defires 
\ fer him, who tor me became poor, naked , deſtitute of 

#ll chings, though he were Lord of all ? ſhall 1 think | 

it much co deny my felf ſome momentary ſenſu] 
-pleaſares for him who carried my forrows , who ſhed 
"his Blood and was crucified to fave me? No, ay 
_ deareſt JESUS, thy love hath overcome my bean, | 
4 wilt} be no more what T1 have been, henceforth it 
"ſhall be my wealth, my ddight, my glory and ambi. 
py "tion 'to ſerve and obey thee ; give thee all polfible 
'  "Yerhonſtrations of 4 devout; a moſt paſſionare Lore. | 


This 
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from Sm, according to our Bap- 
Vie ma "2g with ſome proteſfations to 
conclude this firff Part. 


5 by" Repertfance and Reformation is what our 
Religion requires : The Scripture ſuppoſeth it 
nall that have embraced Chriſtianity, and is earneſt 
and p.efling in its exhortations to it. + beſeech yau 
Setinen, and exchort you by the Lard F ESU'S, that 
« ye hove received of us, how ye ought to walk 
# pleaſe Good, ſo ye would pr venom and mere ; for 
je knew what commenaments we gave you by the Loxd 
ESUS; for this is the will of Gad , even your 


1 The 2:52. Aaain, But 36 have wt 


þ learned Chriſt (ne to follow the greeuineſs lad lus 
of the Gentiles :) 1f fo be that ye have hiard of bi, 
and have been taught by him , as the trwh is m 
JESUS, that ye put off, concerning the former cou- 
werſarion, the old wan which is cerrupt according 10 


the deceitfel Inflir, and be renewed in the ſpirit of 
| yur mind; and that ye put on the new man, whit 


#fttr God is created in righteouſmſs and true bols- 
weſe, Eph. 4; 20, 21, &c. And in another place, this 
change being abſolutely yay is abſolutely yy 
poled to be wrought in us 
Chriſtian Faith. 1f ye are — with Chrift , Por 
theſe things which are above ——— for you are dead, 


thertfore your member; which are upon the earth , for- 


| | Wication, wiclemwmeſs, inordinate affe#ion, evil concn- 


we, end covetouſneſt, which uidolatry ; bu 
: 


- 


Fo +; in to ſhew the weceſſity of de- 


6 The Reformed Monaſtery EC Or, T9 
the which ye walked ſometime when ye liged inthe, 
but now, you alſo put off theſe, anger , wrath, malice, tatio! 
blaſphemy , evil communication out of your mouth; diſpu 
lie not one to another, [eeing that you have put off the low 4 
old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, | 
which 15. renewed in knowledge, after the image if | #0" 
him that created him, Col.3. 1, 2, &c. In theſe and | 9): 
many more places to the ſame purpoſe it is plainly The 
implied, that true Chriſtians are mindful and careful feſu 
to fulfil their Baptiſmal promiſes, To renounce the Devil | 97 
" and all-hy works, &*c. It is not Love alone that bing | 
"this duty upon us; our profeſſion abſolutely requires. | YE 
'it of all that have given their name to Chriſt , and q Ve 
"expeRt ſalvation from him. Love may enforce the | w_ 
"obligation, and aſlilt us to diſcharge it ; bur is is the 
*defign-and+ the tenor of Chriſtianity it ſelf to reclaim Gang 
* vs from "ſm ; to ſanfifie our affeftions, that our lives | 4"! 
*4nd aQions may be holy as becomes the Goſpel, The | bath 
"grate of God which bringeth ſalvation , teacheth | $4 
 \ go, that denying -ngodioneſs” and worldly 12cm | bard 
© we. ſhould live in thus. preſent world ſoberly, righteuſh, fr h 
and godly, Tit.2.11,12. This is the ſum of our duty; 


that we ſhould be temperate in our bodies and minds, | *" 

juſt and charitable in our intercourſe with other men, _ 
' and pious in our minds, devout in as of Religion and | "* > 
* Worſhip to God, the learning and praiſing this __ 
\'Leffon 'is that whereby the offered ſalvation is ob- c 
- tained and 12id hold on; that whereby we muſt make | : 
: appear,” that we indeed own Chriſt for our Lord ard y U 
-Saviour, 'and that we do truly love him with all our a 
' hearts and ſouls, 


Now therefore I muſt remember , that I am not 

- my own, I am his that made and redeemed me ;a | þ 

am his to whem I have given my ſelf,, when I under- + gh 

rook manfully to fight under his Banner againſt ji, | 

* the world and the atvil, To me is adgreſt that Exbar- ; 
| tarioly. Þ 


> 


= - 
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diſputes and covetouſneſs, before-mentioned) and fol. 
hw after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, 
meekneſs; fizht the zood fight of faith, lay hold wn 
gernal life, 1 Tim.6,11, 12. 1 am kecome a Souldier 


of JESUS; to meS.Paul ſpeaks as well as to Timorhy, , 
Thou therefore endure hardneſs as @ good Souldier % 


ſus Chriſt. No man that warreth ent angles himfe 

with the affairs of - thus life, that he may pleaſe hm 
who hath choſen him tobe a Souldrer, 2, Tim.2.3,4. If 1 
were in the Militia of any other Prince, I might en- 


{| dure hardneſs enough, before I could obtain his favour 


or indeed be taken notice of ; heat and cold, hunger , 
thirſt and wearineſs , ſlecpleſs nights and perpetua), 
dangers ; all this, and much more I might endure 
many years, and not belooked on ; here my General 
hath prevented me with his kindneſs ; he firſt fought 
zpainſt mine Enemies; he firſt loved me, and endured 
hardſhip for me; and he notes every thing I ſuffer 
for him, ſets it down, and aſſigns a reward to it. Under 
another Commander I might do brave ations, be- 
have my ſelf valiantly, and yet not be ſeen : here m 

General hath always his eyes upon me, he n— 
me, and rejoiceth to ſee my fortitude ; he is always 
ready to help me, and is moſt delighted when he ſees 
me zealous and. diligent. ] might fight long enough 
for an earthly King,I could only get a poor ſubſiſtence, 
or an empty fame, but never ſo much as one Province 
of his Dominions: Here, fighting for my heavenly 
King, I ſhall get unvaluable treaſures, immortal 
glory, and a Kingdom which ſhall have no end ; To 
him that overcometh will 1 grant to fit with me in 
my Throne, Rev. 3. 21, I will therefore never again 
bght againſt the Captain of my ſalvation, and I will 


þ ver forlſake him ; I will often renew my Vows, often 
os of fear Allegiance to him , upon that ſacred Blood 


SP he (hed for me , and which be gives me to 


comfort 


ttion, Thow, O man of God, flee theſe things (ſtriles, | 


6 I* 
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comfort and ſtrengthen my heart ; I will daily think 
of thoſe things that may increaſe my zeal and dil. 
gence, and help me to reſiſt remprations ; and I will 
ſuffer any thing, uſe all means poſlible ro perform theſe 
reſolutions, and approve my felt unte death , a lover 
of JESUS. If any man loves not the Lerd Jejw, 
let him be Anathema Maranatha. 
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7 +4 


balf” of my task, rhe negative part of 
cur Baptiſmal Vow, and of our Duty. 


[ Have ,now gone , through the - greater 
The greater half 1 call.it, becauſe our Na- 


| ture ſands not in Rquilibrio, in an indiffe- 


rence between good and. evilybut 1 depraved 
and ill inclined ; "and, the way te veriue 
will be ſmoath and pleaſant , when, ones by 
grace-and lowe 2we have renounced our. ſms, 
and onr vicious propenſities are both ſubdued 
and reitified. 

IF therefore thou haſt entred and. liked 
the Cloiſter far, thou maiſt . ſafely. aa- 
vance further , and go through what" re. 
mains; if thou haſt approved and obſerwed 
"ts Rules hitherto, the reſt cannot but be ac- 
table and eaſie to thee. As a Traveller 
na ſtrange Enemy-Country meets with 
many bard{hips and dangers , but at home 
among /t. Friends delights in. journeying; {0 
the: Lowe of FESUS among the works 

F 2 of 


The PREFACE. 
of the Dewil, the ſinful Iuſts and wanitic 
of this world, might meet with difficultic 
and a rugged way ; but now roy ag- With 
Faith and good Works , the holy will of 
os ne gromer "at , i will p6 
ceed with joy, and a plea[ant [peedy propreſ. 

I Love catlid 6 Love t Fþ $ & 
The Reformed Monaſtery , partly to wik 
upon thy fancy, that by thy Chriſtian Pre 
{iff thou mighteſt think thy ſelf as eninid 
into a new ſtate of life , and cloiftered in 


from looſe Company and ſinful enjoymems, | 


and alſo to give thee to underſtand , tha 
though thou beef} not under any ſevere Ms 
naſtic engagements , yet by thy being a Diſ 
ciple ana Servant of FE SUS, thou ar 
bound to be ſtrif} and watchful over th 
ſelf; to uſe thoſe remedies againit ſins ani 
remptations, and thoſe proper helps to Deve 
tion , which are uſeful and ſubſervient 
Vertue and Religion, and will aſſiſt thee 11 
ſecure thy duty and thy happineſS. Old Bt 
reſies we know often revive and appea 
under a new dreſs ; and it may ſerve tht 
ends of true goodneſs and piety to diver 
fifie Chriftian inſtrutions , and to bray 
them forth under new and different forms, 
What one is not moved withal , may affes 
ancther ; and the ver) novelty of a name « 


method may make that to be looked wn} 
- whe | 


The PREFACE 
which otherwiſe would paſs unregarded. 

I know that 1 have fallen wery ſhort of 
what my Subjef could bear ; and perhaps 
ſome will think that I have not been ful 
enough in my particulars, and in my dire- 
fliens ; but my only deſign was to beget and 


'| entertain Divine Love in our Souls , well 


knowing that that Love afiexwards would 
ſoon enlarge our bearts and onr knowledge, 
and guide us right in all caſes. If I can 
but teach thee, Reader, to love FESUS 
with all thy beart,l am ſure I have brought 
thee into the eaſieſt and the only ſafe way to 
Heaven, ** He bath 

: taught the beft part of Przcipuam Chvi- 
6 Religion , and to the. ſtianzx pietatis portio- 
 beft purpoſe, who bath 2 Gocuit , _—__ 
. ad hujus inflammavit 

taught others to love it. \morem. Evaſ 

And they certainly love | 

it, and obey it too , that truly love its Au- 
thor the Bleſſed F ESUS. If we truly 
hve bim , we ſhall afterwards refuſe him 
mthing. Where a man gives his heart, he 
will neither refuſe his-band nor -his knee, 
neither ſervice nor worſhip ; where he gives 
bis Soul and affections , he will willingly 
beſtow all the reſt. God ſhall certainly com- 
mand us, and all that we can di poſe of, 


without any reſervation , if we ſecure our 


| love to him. Therefore Love is called, The 


F 3 bond 
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bond of PerfeAneſs. 7 is the only qualif. 

A donk cation cam make 1s tyue 
© Alia- virtus cur Chriftians, © No they 
peccato, fed dileHio 4 y;ertue but may confift 


tua OMNIPECCAato con- <«C.,,,,: 
, with (ume ove 
trariatur, omni temp- Joe fin, 'L 


mean: refiſt's. ** alone is contrary to all; 

nk * 0 other Grace can e- 
«5 all temptations, Lowe alone hath that 
&* anlimited power. Nothing but Love can 
enable us to diſcharge all obligations , Love 
is the fulfilling of the Law. Al! other gifts 
and wvertues without Lowe cannot fit a man 
for Heaven , nor make him dear to God; 
but Love can do it of it ſelf. Love FE 
SUS fimcerely and gays and they 
eu ſhall be ſure to Jive here to bim; and 
hereafter with him to eternit y. 

As there are Dragons that are bright and 
glittering, and have precious Stones im their 
heads; as there are Ccmets that have the 
light and the elevation of Stars : ſo there 
are vicious perſons, falſe Chriſtians, that are 
endowed with excellent parts, and are emi- 
ment in ſome wvertues; but it profiteth mw- 
thing without Love. If I ſpeak the tongues 
of Men and Angels ( /aith S. Paul, 1 Cor, 
I 3.1,c.) If I havethe gift of Prophelie, 
and underſtand all Myſteries ; If I haveall 
Faith, fo that I remove Mnuntains ; If I 
give my goods to the Poor, and even my 


Body 


Pt may be ſaid,. as of Res that they: 
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Body to be burned, and have not Charity, 
[am nothing , and it profits me nothing a 
1 Cor. 8. 1. Of all. other gifts and abi. 


2 


all puff up, but Charity" alone ediflet £ 
Among thoſe Creatures which ſtand and 
worſhip before God , there is not only a Mas, 
md au Eagle, which may repreſent perſons 
if great Learning, fitted for high Jpecutss. 
tion ; but alſo.4 Lion and an Ox , whereby. 
Chriftians of meaner. parts and knowledge 
are ſignified ;, for theſe are capable of Love, 
a much as the others, and "tis Lowe alone.” 
ariſes men. to dwell for- ever in the em-, 
races.of the God of Lowe; fur God.is Lovay 
and he that dwelleth in. Love , 'dwelleth'ir 
God, 'and God in him, I 7obn 4.16. | 
God loves men,that they | 
© may love him; ond. he Anat Deus ut t- 
© only requires that they _ 
SIFop- Eo. Tn amari, &6 \ 
would love him, know- ys * 
«K-; , 
ing that that love is of hs 

 # ſelf, ſufficient 19 make them eternally. 
* happy. I have therefore all along fitted 
my Diſcourſe and Meditations to every mans. 
capacity and opportunities, as much as 1 
could ; becauſe. all, may love, and all muſt. 
that will be. bappy. And though I mgy 
bave recommended ſome things as meaty 
end inſtruinents: yet 1 have pref, cribec 


F 4. nothing 
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nothing as a duty, but the great obligation 
which were laid upon ws when we were 


baptized into Chriſt. So that in this Me. | ** | 


naſtery all muſt enter and live, that woull 
Ive in Heaven; and the Rules and Order; 
of it ſhould be obſerved by all that defirets 
own Chriſt before men, and to be owned by 
 bimat the lait day. I might indeed have 
here inſerted many, perhaps not unuſeful di- 
rettzons, given by Ancient Fathers and Syi- 
ritual Guides, to ſuch as made profeſſion of 
ater Piety and frifter lives than others 
they could not have __ with all cond;- 
#:0ns and callings ; therefore I have « 
Pointed no other Rule to thoſe that ſhall enter 
tb# Cloiſter, but the Lowe of ] ESUS in« 
ſincere obedience to by boly Preceyt , or « 
=— compliance with bis Divine Cout. 
s. | 

- Not that I would deny, that places fir 
Religions Retirement might WY many 
great advantages, in order to preater devo- 
tion and heavenly mindedne(ſs ; for I bewail 
their Zoe and heartily wiſh that the Piety 
and Charity of the preſent Age might in 
Juſt and primitive meaſure reſtore to thi 
Nation thewuſeful conveniency of them. Ne- 
ceſſary Reformations might have repurg's 
Monaſfteries as well as the Charch, with- 
out aboliſhing of them ; and they might 


have | 


| have been ſtill Houſes of 
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'o1 i ſunt qui poſ- 
Religion without ha- _ Multifunt qui pol- 
ving an) depen dance upon ſunt Religiolam vi- 


tam etiam cum {#cu- 


1 nt mclining fo, nor fat- plerique ſunt qui niſi 


ted for an ative life ; omnia reliquerint, fal- 
ſome would be glad to yas Sys rages ; 
ada place of 12 and ren Toſi. One: 
rettrement for Contem- 
pation ; ſome who by Melancholy, or by the 
Terrors of the Lord, are frighted from their 
ſins, and from the civilized World into 
Puakeriſm, into an unhappy Sullenneſs and 
Apoſtaſie , would perhaps exchange their. © 
Silks and Laces for the coarſer Garments of 
mortified Profeſſors of a Monaſtic life ; and 
find among them, that happineſs and peace of 
the Soul,which they vamly ſeek forin thetr 
wretched and deluded Brotherhood. Some 
who, upon great afflittions and ſudden 
changes of fortune , fall into a ſtate of ſor- 
row and tedious (adneſs, and are left in the 
warld to ſtruggle with. the temptations of a 
diſcontented Mind , would perhaps take 
Sanuary in a Religious Houſe ; and give 
themſelves up wholly to FESUS, and 
forget their temporal ſorrow by Heavenly 
joys and meditations; and at laſt bleſs that 
form and ſhipwreck which cat them into 


| hat unknown Land of ret and ſafety. 


Fs Some, 
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Seme, that are forward and ready to. promiſe 
well, and take good reſolutions, have my 
ſtrength encugh to keep them , but are me 
wailed upon, by the importunity of thuſa 
temptations they meet withal im the converſe 
of men ; they perhaps being fled from thiſe 
 vecaſions of fit, might, by the good example 
and good inſtruttions of a Religions Socjety, 
ſecure themſelves , - and ſtand to their boly 
engagements. Some who never loved the 
World, or that gre grown weary of it, or 
have paſſionate longings for Heaven, ould 
willmply free themſelves of the. cumbrantes 
and diſtractions of worldly bufmejs, toenjo 
zbe leiſure and opportunities of Meditations, 
Dewvotion, and other Spiritual exerciſes. And 
ſome that are much taken with the ſtrit 


Lives., and Beads and Oriſons of Papift=. 


Friers, would look home and, ſpend' their 
commendations 0u the parer Religiow ,. and 
better ordered Lives and Devotions of thoſe, 
in'thu Church, that. ſhould 2pholly deviate 
themſelyes to God. However, "tis not tobe 
denied, but that men are much affefed and 
influenced by the place, the company, the wa) 
of living , and ' the outward. circumſtances 
aherem they are engaged; and 1I\ believe, 
i might be now as true a Proverb as evr, 
Bene vixit,' qui bene latuit , He dives beſt 


and moſt ſafe, who is leaFt acquainted with 
tbe World, and lives fartheſt fromit.. 1. 
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I might add further, that 1 Proms Foun-. 
dations or. Reftitutions, might be ſo ordered, 
a to afford a wery great advantage ta our. 
Church and Religiov. For thence perſons 
of good Parts and great Piety, devoted to 
the advancement of tbe true Chriſtian Faith, 
and free from thoſe cares aud cumbrances 
that: are upen others, might be ſent as Mil- 
ſionaries, to make it their buſineſs to veclaim 
perſons of all ſorts from Schiſm, Errors, 
and Hereſies, and even from Looſneſs and : 
Irreligiqn. 

Net-but#hat we have an abundont [upp 
of - pet [ops very well. fared\ fur that Meſa 
employment," from. our great Sexunaries. of, 
Learning. ' But their necef{ary. attendunce - 
won” their Miniſtry and particular Cures, . 


ww ® , - 


but ſuab-as break.out and wander they haue 
not time jo ſeek after. And yet great 
is the. number of theſe, efpecially about great 
Towns.; where (mall encouragements. , 

Wiifoppoſition are. a. great hiuqrauge to the 
gaining of Canwerks : T bis. exceNeut . ans 
eorit able ork would: be bett dou by,. them 
ther ſhould bave notbing elſe to dg. But firſts 
lerevery ene work cut his 018 le alwvation, and 
make 


Pas” Du 
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make ſure work for himſelf , that will beft 
enable himtos work upon others. 

But though we want ſome conveniences 
for withdrawing from temporal affairs, to 
wind Eternity and cnr Souls the better; yet 
we muFft po to Heaven ;, wherever we live, 
we muſt lie to God, that we may live with 
God;therefore if we cannot have a material, 


Clauftrum ubique we muſt have aSpiritual 


portate interius. Clozſter, which may de- 
Norb. ab premonſt. fl end 5 againſt tempta- 
tions, and guide and aſſiſt 


as in doing our dnty. Such an one is The 
Loye of JESUS; it will proretÞ us againſt 
#ll dangers and ſpiritual Enemies, ; = 
than the ftrongeft Walls of any Abby ; and 
will make us devout and zealous in Gods 
ſervice, beyond what the exhortations of the 
wiſeſt 1bbor could do. Dum creſcit forti- 
* tudo amoris interni , infirmatur- fortitudo 
* carnis, whitft love is ftrong the fleſh is 
* 2nortified, and its Inſts are ſubdued, Greg. 
« Mag. Amanti nihil eft difficile, nihil im- 
% poffibile, Lowe can do all things of it ſelf, 
& it paſſeth over all difficulties, and there is 
* 0 obftache which it overcomes not. Avugult. 


 LTovecan ſupply the want of all outward 


helps and advantages; let it but be our care 
to ſecure Love, and it will ſecure us. Le 
ut therefore feed and emtertain it by reading 


and 


EE > © 2 Tt 2X IE AS. ©. 4%. As St >. 


and meditation, by fre- 


Love, and by obſerving 
and taſting how gracious 
the FA is in all bis 
works ; All things in 
Heaven and Earth do in- 


kim. 
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quent Prayers and atts of 


Ccelum & terra, 
& omnia quz in cis 
ſuat non ceſſant mihi 
dicere, ut amem Do. 
minum Deum meum. 
Aug. 


cefſantly cry to us, that we ſhould love 
God. God draws us after him, Hoſ.:4.11. 
with cords of a man, with bands of Love; 
therefore, by Love, we can beſt follow him, 
1 John 3. 18. But, letus not love in word, 
or in tongue, but in deed and in truth ; and 
hereby we ſhall know that we are of the 
truth, and we ſhall affure our hearts before 


THE 
Reformed Monaftery';" 


Or, The LOVE Of 


JESU; I. 


C H'AP. 'T: ; 
That Love obligeth us alſo to fulfil rhe rf 
ty 


t:ve part of our Baptiſmal Vow. ;, w3 
proteſkation.of obedience. to is. 
I 1 

Y former diſobedience and rebellions 

againſt my Blefled Lord and deareſt 
Ma'ter, I have examined and bewailed; 
I have conſidered that by fin I wountl 
and crucifie him afreſh, and therefore have reſdlvett * 
to fm no more, never to lift vp hand or heart {gait 
him; But will Love be ſatisfied with this? is' Bk 
ſufcient'demonſtration of "Love, not to abuſe, nat*b 
Injure a friend ? No ſure; 1 muſt proceed ſwither ; 'I/&ve 
Teqames more than this. 1 muſt got' only {bRtain From 
vhat worſe anger him I love'; but 1 ſhonl# further 
"6H do 
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do that that will pleaſe him. *'Tis part of my duty, as 
it was of my vow, not only #0 renounce the Devil and 
all his works ; but alſo to believe all the Article of 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and to keep Gods holy Will and 
-- "wa and walk in the ſame all the day: of 
ife. 
he” for the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, I believe 
them from my heart , and reſolve to own and confeſs 
them” whilſt 1 live ; I never will diſpute or obje&t 
againitthers, and I hope, I could chuſe to die betore 
I would renounce any of them ; as for other leſs ne- 
ceſſary Doftrins , 1 will be guided by my Spiritual 
Governours ; in Ccontroverhes, I will ſubmit to the 
judgment.of that Holy Church, in whoſe Communion 
I live; and fo I will read and ponder Gods Holy 
org , eſpecially the/New Teſtament, that I may 
w-my Maſters Will, and-be encouraged to do it; 
not that I may find out new Myſteries, and maintain 
the private opinions of a party. It remains then only, 
that I ſhould keep Gods Holy Will and Commandmems, 
and walk in the To all the days of my life. And this 
F alſo undertake; it ſhall be my gaily and conſtaut 
ſtudy and endeavour; I reſolve to obey to the utmolt 
bf my power*:: And I alfo promiſe further to manifeſt 
my love by Free-will-offerings , as God ſhall enable 
ne. 

Bur firſt, my Love is to appear by doing what. is 
commanded ; This is the love of God , that we keep 
bu Commandments (ſaith$. John, 1 John 5. 3.) and 
be that bath my Commandment: and keepeth them, he 


it 4s that loveth me (faith our Bleſſed Saviour, John | 


14.21.) There can be no love without obedience, this is 
its firſt and chiefeſt Trial, 1f a man love me, he wil 
heep my words, ver.2.3. Now then, ſhould my Beloved 
Lord ask me, as once he did S. Peter, N. N. doft.chos 
love me? would not my heart anſwer, with his zealous 
Apoſtle, Ter Lerd, thou knoweſt all things, thon by 


gll 
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that I love thee ; I would lay down my life for 
thee, John 21-15. and 13.37. Now to this he replies 
again, if thou loweſt me, keep my Commandments, 
Jalm 14-15. Every time we tell him, Lord, I love = 
thes knoweft that I lowe thee : He doth anfwer agath, 
If thow loweſt me , keep my Commandments. So that 
vithour we obſerve this, we can no ways pretend to 
love him. LY 

| am therefore to take notice of, and to amend ſins 
ef omiſſion, which too too many, among Chriſtians, 
mind little, or not at all. In the marter of ſobriety I 
im commanded , whether I eat or drink, to do it, as 
all things elſe, to the glory of God ; and ro be con= 
tented, whatſoever ftate I am in; for chaſtity, I am- 
commanded to know how to keep my veſlel im ſanQti- 
fication and honour ; for as of corporal and ſpiritual 
mercy, I am commanded to be merciful , as my hea- 
realy Father is merciful , and to forgive injuries, as 1 
tire my ſelf ro be forgiven ; for reverence to my 
betters, 1 am commanded ro-honour and obey my ſu- 
periors Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; in what concerns Di- 
vine Worſhip, I am bound to read and pray, and me- 
dirate, to inſtrut my ſclf and Family, to receive the 
Bleſſed Sacrament, to have a veneration and reſpe& 
for all things that belong or relate to God, and him to 
love and fear, and truſt and adore evermore. All theſe, 
vith the particulars included in them; and 'all other 
duties, and the ſpecial Precepts of the New Teſtament, 
is the task I chearfully undertake.and in the perform- 
ance whereof, I will proye my elf a ſincere lover of 
JESUS. | 
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Hoy great a happineſs in Eternity follows 
- 1. 0UP Love and Obedience. 


H' yoke ts eaſie, and hu burthen light ; hu Com- 


 mandments are not grievons, and yet in keepmg 

of them there 15 great reward ; a termporal happineſs, 
than-which none is greater-in this world, and af1 eter- 
ral happineſs, infinitely. greater than *Iny this world 
ean'afford. 'Do not I fee what pains moſt tmen are ar 
wget 4 ſubſiſtence for this World ? how they run and 
ſweat, and ſpend themſelves to provide for this periſh- 
ing lie; which is yet miſerable, ſhort and-uncertain? 
2ndi/{hall 7 wot labour for the meat which ab1dath tv 
&evnal: life? "Shall I be at no+ pains! to ſecure that 
Ne which Hzth no end, 2nd knows no mifery * © "tht 
Feobld doly underſtand the difference” betwixe this life 
arid the lif& to'conie * how world I fight the one;and 
defite-the other ? or rather, how chearfully would T 
&mpl6y this preſent,to obtain that which is'to come? Is 
not there ſervants which work hard day by day,a whok 
year together for ſmall wages, who are almoſt perpe- 
wally employed abour their Maſters bufineſs ; and yet 
tave'ſometimes no thanks; and. often bur zi ſorry re: 
ward;-and atn not' I oneof thoſe labourers'whom my 
E6rd*Harh hired'to work in his Vineyard? "Mat: 27. 
Am- not- I one of thoſe Servants whom he hath in- 
truſted with his goods ,” ro whom he hath intrulted 
Talents to improve for him; and do not 1 deſire he 
ſhould tell me one day, Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful ſervant? Mat,21. Is not my falary great, greater 
than any Prince on Earth could make it, greater than 
I*Tofldjwlith} greater than 1 can comprehend ; eternal 
reſt, eternal joys, eternal happineſs , eternal glons 3 
Eternity 


"" 
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fternity it ſelf, he himſelf will'be my reward. Erer- 
nity? Eternity ! Erernity? Blefſed Eternity. Eternity 
never enough to be conſidered ; Eternity never enough” 
© be valid, Shall I obtain'thee-by what 1 do here' 
for my Lord 7 ſhall 1 obtain thee'by' that-imperfi@t 
feryice I' pay "to my gracions Maſter ? ' 0” God 'whid! 
haſt prepared for them thor love thee | 
ſuh good things as paſs mans under- Sixth. Sund, 
fanding, pour into our hearts fuck lowe- after Trin.- 
trwards thee, that we loving thee above 
al things, may obtain thy profes, hich exceed all 
that we can deſire, through Jeſs Chriſt our Lord. 
men." . Lord, 1 am not wosthy to be. called thy Sony: 
| have often beg'd to be one of thy hired Servants, 
the meaneſt, ſo I love and- obey beſt. O-let me; like 
thy Servant Moſer, ever have a reſpef# to the recom- 
pence of the reward, ever conſider what I ſhall: getÞy 
ſing thee, that 1 may Bediligent”, perfevering and 
Qrarful'mdomg'my tury. ' O'my Soifl,” blafty to &11s 
der how 1aBorious'men are for the unſatisfying” ac? 
queſts of this Fartk ;” how exger "rib hift been thy 
ſelf in purſuing 'of them; how ſlothfol,. how una@tive 
and heayy thou art in working for erernal © Reſt? for 
the treaſures of Eternity, for the glorics of Heaven, 
for thoſe Divine Pleafirres which are ar the right hang 
of 'God for-evermore, 'Whence comes this , anhappy 
Soul, is it not” from inconfideration ; becauſe rho dotf 
not lift up rhihe eyes to ſee whether the way of Love 
and Obedience wil: bring thee ; becauſe rhon' doſt*rier 
look beyond the world , upon things eterfiat ; becaufe 
thu doſt not often enough meditate vpon, Heaven 
and Eternity ; that unvaluable , infinite. recompence 
which awaits thee, as ſoon as thy wotlk is finiſhed. 
Relive therefore to amend this, and 6aily, once ar 
leaſt; to conſider whar are tliy wages, what rhot (hale 
bf ſerving God; ' 'As the Apoſtle ſays of aMiQi2 
& that they are light, and but for a moment,” whYl 
we 
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we look not at the things which are ſeen , but at thy 
things which are not ſeen : the ſame we may ſay of 
the moſt difficult of Chriſtian duties , that they ove 
light, and but for a moment , that they are eafie and 
ſeen done ; that there is no tediouſneſs, no hargſhip in 
them, whilſt we look upon things eternal , whilit we 
have a reſpef# unto the recompence of the reward. 


—_—_ 
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That to win our hearts and duty God pro- 
pounds great rewards t0 us. 


_—_ conſideration doubtleſs would be. powerful: 


and effeftual, would wake and flir us up, and. 


make us aQtive and lively, if we had it often in our 
minds. - Therefore our Bleſſed Saviour , to encourage 
' his followers and make them - diligent in his ſervice, 
doth often give them to underſtand, what by parables 
and what by plain declarations, that they ſhould not 
ſerve him for nought, and that they ſhonld be na 
loſers by him ; that he would conſider them for their 
time, for their expences, for their ſufferings, and for 
their labours; that he would take notice of the leaſt 
thing they ſhould do for him ; ſo that even a Cup of 
water given for. his ſake ſhould not go unrewarded ; 
and that their reward would be great, bountiful and 
moſt excellent, far aboye their deferts, and even above 
their wiſhes and apprehenſions; an Angeli.k nature, 
a glory bright as the Sun ir, ſelf, an.eternal life , an 
beavenly , and endleſs kingdom , his own joys ſhould 
be their portion and their recompence. And we find 
alſo the Holy Apoſtles , aſſuring thoſe. whom they 
brought to wark in their Lords Vineyard, RES 
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ſhould certainly have their hire, and be paid moſt 
generouſly -for their work. God will render to every 
man according to hu deeds, to them who by patient 
continuance in well doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and 
immortality ſhall be rendred eternal ifs, Rom.2.6,7. 
Every man ſhall receive hu own reward according to 
his own labour, 1 Cor. 3.8. And S.Pauhto encourage the 
Corinthians, tells them, that we Chriſtians are entred 
into a race, at the end whereof we may ſee the Laurel, 
palmam in ſiagio poſitam, a glorious prize, an incore 
ruptible Crown, if we will run and ftrive for it, 1 Cor, 


+9.24- and he likewiſe tells the Epheſians, that what- 


ſoever good thing any man aoth, the ſame ſhall he re- 
ceive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free, Eph.6.8. 
S.Peter alſo teacheth, that we ſhould be moved and 
encouraged, by the greatneſs of the promiſed reward, 
ro forſake our luſts, and wholly devote our ſelves to 
God ; exceeding great and glorious promiſes are given 
unto us, Phat by theſe you might be partakers of the 
Divine Nature, having eſcaped the pollution that ir7n 
the world through luſt, 2 Pet.I.4. Chrift is become the 
author of eternal ſalvation to them that obey ham, 
Heb.5.9. And fo the reſult of all theſe may be com- 
prehended in the exhortation, of S.Paxl! ; My beloved 
Brethren, be ye ſiedfaſt .unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord , foraſmuch. as ye know that 
your labour us 1,0t in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor.15.58. 
la this ſenſe gocd works are meritorious, in that they 
procure us a reward, a reward infinitely greater than 
their own deſert, Let 14 nz therefore, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts, be weary in well doing, for we ſhall reap in 
due-ſeaſon if we faint not, Gal.6. 9. Let us compare 
rogether the returns of vice and vertue , how unlike 
are the fruits. of them; and let us bear this ſhort ſay» 
ing in our. minds, If we do il! the pleaſure is ſoon paſt, 
the grief and paniſbment abide long upon us ; if we do 
well, the trouble us ſoon ended, the joy and reward of 
| it 
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: 
if vemain for ever, 'Let us pray with S. Paul, The Loyd | 4 
\direfF our hearts into the lowe of God, and the patiem | 
Ipniting for-Chrift, 2 Thell.z. 5.. who when he comes, | 1 
brings his reward with 'him ; and to this, let us add | © 
«this Colett of the" Church ; Grant grace, 0 Lore, | 4 
fo ro follow thy bleſſed Saints in ill vertuors and godly d 
living , that we may come to thoſe unſpeakable jo;z; | 0 
which thiu haſt prepared for them that unfeignealy 


:.love thee, threuts1 Jeſs Criſt our Lord, Amen. 15 
: | Cc 
=» "AM GO EAIEY ©, 2 P29 RNS (PLD © L Ce 
| tr 
CHEERET c 


That Love hath a ſecret plea(nre » and 
g— y 


o: 2xeward init ſelf 3 with a /editation to | þ; 


5 tþat purpoſe... rn Swt wh | 


| ad 

TIVUr, toweh" it \may -enconrage us to love that | 
wy gracions Got! whe gives ſo very much for that he 
'Kttle.we are able 'ro'do , yet Love it felt is not mer- he 
"cendry ; Charity worth not'feek her: own, (faith S. Paul, of 
*7<Cor. 13-55) wernay defire-our promiſed reward, and . 


Yer our 2feQroris upon'it, 'as it- is-a demonſtration of 
| "Otki#5nfinite love 41d (goodneſs 3\ or becauſe it will be | J" 
the expreflirtg of our" Jury and thinkfulneſs, when we 


(hall love; atid 'glorifie and: adore ' God periedly and jÞ; 
"forever ;' &r rather becauſe the reward is God himſelf, thy 
* who will be to every faithful ſervant his exceeding f 
great reward, Gen. 15. 4.'as well as to faithful Abrs- M) 
” ham; Tewarding fincere obedience with the fruition of Fs 


"AirSfelf, being allih all to his Saints, - Bur til] 1 fay, 
| Love is not felfifh, *bur free and generons,' if nothing "y: 
' "Fore to be gained \by it , 'it would have great farid- | '* 

*Ftion' in ſhewing'it ſelf; the work: and labour of pie 
Loves amoble ple#ſure to'a pious heart. wy 
: _ 
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thus refleAs on his obedience, and thinks with hirhſelf, 
By the performance of this duty, by this at of. yertue 
1 ſerve my deareſt Lord , 1 oblige my belt; friend; 1 
expreſs my love to him whoſe infinite kindneſs to me 
hath conquered my heart , whom 1 love as'my owh 
Soul, to whom I wholly give my ſelf , and for whom I 
deſire both to live and die. 

O happy Soul, who teeleſt what an exceeding joy it 
is tolove JESUS! or rather unhappy _Soul , who 
cinſt ſhew fo little love to JESUS! Unhappy ne-, 
ceſſities of a frail body , unhappy wiltractions of a 
troubleſom world ! Why am I, by you deprived of the 


continual pleaſure of waiting: continvally on . my Di- - 


vine and molt loving Maſter ? But bleſſed be my gra- 
cious Lord, that I might have more opportunirics ot 
pleaſing him, and expreſiing my affections to him, he 
hath made vertues of nccellitics, he hath turned Na- 
tute into. Grace, and ot. human Duties he /hatf made 
ads of Religion. In relieving mine own -andothtrs 
wants, if 1 obſerve the Rules ;of ſobriery-and chatity, 
he takes occaſion thence-to bleſs and reward me, -&vif 
he were thereby glorihed, In diſcharging the duties 
of my place and calling , if I am diligent and faith- 
ful; though my work be never ſo mean, he owns'it as 
2 ſervice done to. him. Servants (faith S. Pant; ebey 
yuur Maſters in all things, and ao it heartily, as $0 the 
Lord and not to men , knowing that of the Lord:ye 


ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance, for ye ſerve 


theLord Chrift, Col.3.22,23. If I am conſcientious 
in all my ways and works , he takes it as a mark of 
my love and part of my duty to him. O that the 
conſtant courſe of my converſation might :ſpeak the 
lncerity of my affection to my bleſſed Lord, -Deareſt 
JESUS, the Croſs thou did{t bear for me was heavy 
and painful to extremity ; but thy yoke is light and 
pralant ,, thy ſervice is-perfett freedom. O let it-be 
oy delight and daily employment as it is my duty, 
Witt t to 
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to ſerve and obey thee, to follow thy bleſſed Example, 
and be-inſtramental in winning hearts to thee. Let 
me love thee ſo entirely that 1 may love nothing but 
chee, nothing but for thy ſake; Fac precor 
B.Anſel, Domine, me guftare per amorem quod guſto 
per cagnitionem, ſentiam per a feftum,quod 
ſentio per intelleffum, Amen. 


it. — — ——— — 


— 


CEASE V. 
Refleftions on the wanity of tempural 


things ; with ſome holy reſolves and eja- 


cult F015. 


'YDalicer, O my Soul, how deceitful, how vain is 
this preſent world ; how inconſtant and unfatiC. 

fyiag ; how'vexatious and troubleſom. Doth not thine 
experience tell thee, that the more thou loveſt the beſt 
of earth'y things, the more croſſes and ſorrows befal 
- thee? the more thou enjoyeit of them, the more wewy 
thou .art,- the farther from happineſs and true con- 
tentment ? I. have obſerved that the dead are ſoon 
Forgotten, and that the world neither can, nor indeed 
» Takes care to do any thing for its greateſt ſlaves and 
+ admirers after they are gone ;- and yet our greateſt toil 
and vexation is to live here, ſo as to pleaſe the world. 
We are not pleaſed to have our wants ſupplied , and 
to be free from pain, except- the world be pleaſed allo. 
Thar imaginary life which we live in the account of 
others, is by far the more ' troubleſom and the more 
\ uncertain ; for we are never well except others vill 
think'vs ro be lo Burt, O my Soul, why doſt thou 
cumber thy ſelf with ſo many things ; even with chings 
that have no exiſtenge but in thine and other Nm 
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ncy ». One thing 15 neceſſary , love Gad, and ſeek his 
heavenly Kingdom , and thou art rich and happy to 
the full. 

Let thy thoughts wait one while on the molt prof- 

cus ſinners in the world ; how empty is their Soul ; 
toy diſtrated their Mind ; how reſtleſs their Coufſci- 
ence? Do they not live in a ſtorm and hurry, and at 
kit fink into the Grave with the greateſt regret and 
bitterneſs? and what would they not give in the day 
of Vengeance, that they might paſs from the left to 
the right hand of the Judge? Conſider and tremble, 
vith what amazement and impotent rage they will 
fruggle to change their place, that they might change . 
their doom ! Burt now turn and follow the Juſt, See 


| their inward peace and their ſecret joy ; what com- 


fort they have in their afflictions ; what hope in their 
lives ; what undauntcd afſwance in their dearth ; but 
pho can expreſs thoſe endleſs pleaſures, roſe reviſhing 
joys wherein they enter, when they come to enjoy and 
ſee him face t” face , vhom. heie they loved and 
ſought after ? C my dcluded heart, be not deceived by 
nin appearances ; that is certainly trve which ſhall 
de true at laſt, and ſhall remain. unchangable to eter- 
wty ! | 
i it be ſo, that indeed thou mult die, and one 'of 
thoſe two ſtates muſt be thy portion for ever; then 
put on now thoſe affefions, which thou fhalt cer- 
tinly entertain when thou ſhalt be near to expire ; 
bok upon things now as thou ſhalt at laſt, and it will 
make thee wiſe, and make thee ſee the Truth naked ; 
For that us certainly true which u true at laſt, and 
ll other appearances are but varniſh and illuſion. 
- Dyell ſeriouſly upon this Conſideration , and it will 
make thee clearly ſee, that true wiſdom is to love and 


"fear God, and the greateſt happineſs, to live under his 
ProteCtion ; to be in his favour , whoſe longggy kindneſ? 
-# better than life. "BF 


G | That 
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That one Conſideration well weighed will make 
thee underſtand, that there is no great worth or plez- 
ſure in thoſe Juſts'and vanities thou Gidft renounce. 
when thou becameſt a Chriſtian; that thy Vow way 


'only the renouncing of thy greateſt miſery, 'Tyill ' 
make thee underſtand, that it was no great hardſhip 


thou did{t undertake, when thou promiſed(t to ſerve 
Cod, and be a Souldierof ] E SU $ under the Banner 
of the Croſs ; that 'twas only the obliging thy (elf to 

'be'truly happy, and to enjoy pertect Freedom, 

' And now my Soul, conlidering that of neceſſity 
thou mult either by fin ſerve the Devil , and deſtroy 
thy ſelf; or by vertue and piety ſerve God, and gain 
eternal Bliſs; what ſhouldlt thou do, bur entirely de. 
vote thy ſelf to thy Bleſſed, thy beſt Maſter? Breath. 
ing out Heaven-ward ſuch Ejaculations as theſe: 

My deareſt Lord , I was once brought and pre- 
ſented to thee , when through the waters of Paptiſm 
I paſt into thy Family, and became thy Servant. Lord, 
I do here repeat the ſame oblation , and now again 
yield my ſelf ro be thine. Here I do from my hear 
diſown and bewail all thoſe atts of mine , whereby at 
any.time I have diſowned or diſpleaſed thee ; could 
the ſhedding of my blood recal or expiate them, | 
could freely pour it out and die. 

Wherein ſoever I have behaved my fclf as if | 
were not thine, I here, what 1 can, retiaCt it with 
regret and ſorrow. Lord, pity my weakneſs, and par- 

_ don my folly, and let me be received again into the 

number of thy Servants. I am ready to do or ſuffer 
any thing thou ſhalt pleaſe, ſo I may til] belong to 

, thee. O ler our firſt contratt , my Baptiſmal cygage 
ment ſtand, notwithſtanding my breach of it. - 1.6 
ſolve now to mind and obſerve it better; afliſt me ſveet 

JE SU, and let me ever live to thee. 


Lord, 


| make 


r plez- 


UVunce, 
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Lord, now I as heartily yield up my {{lf to thee, 
that I may love and obey thee; as I ſhall when 1 
die, that thou mailt ſave me. I had rather ſerve thee 
than be the greatz|t Prince on earth ; I had rather 
obey thee, thin command all Mankind ; I prefer thy 
Riches or this World ; 1, had rather 
ſuffer and even die vr thee, than withour rhee to have 
all the pleaſures and the joys of this lite. Lord , 1 
vill love and {erve thec tor ever.” 


CHAP. VI. 


That Chri/? having b:urht us, hath now a 
fjujt rtitiz io cur Love and Service. 


OVF regards not ſv much wint is commanded, 
as who is is that commands it; it ir be the 
beloved requires any thing , Love doth. it cheartully 
vittour rel1tancy ; another with earnklt begging 
ſhould not have that granted, which the lead word of 
a Friend ſhall ovrt2in. The commands of Chriſtianity 
ae eafie and niolt rational, in keeping of then con- 
tech our preſent and future happineſs : Yet the true 
over of JESUS looks farther, he conſiders that. it jis 
his Lord and Saviour who would have him obey ; he 
to whom he belongs , to whom he owes himſelf, and 
mhfinitely more ; for every Chriſtian owes JESUS. wo 
JESUS, who gave himſelf for him. The'old ſaying 
was Emenars cui imperes, Buy your flaves ; buy thaſe 
flat will be commanded by you ; none of us can fay 


ÞSto the God whom we ſerve , for he hath indeed 


ooght us; 7+ are no! your own (Faith S, Part) but ye 


are 


G 2 
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are bought with a price, thence it is ſtrongly infer's, 
therefore glorifie God in your body and im your ſpurit, 
which are Gods. We are not at our own diſpoſe, our 
Divine Maſter hath a molt ju!t propriety in us, we are 
wholly his; and would to God we were his as much 
by affedion and reſignation , as by right ; the price 


he hath paid for us is no leſs than himſelf; he hath | 


given his life, that ours might be his; Me were re- 
deemed from our vain converſation by the precious blood 
of Chriſt, whodied for us, that we might live to him, 
-He could get nothing by that dear purchaſe , but our 
love only, tor we were his before, it is he that madeus; 
only we had eſtrafiged our ſelves trom him. and placed 
our love on other things , and he could not count us 
his own while wc loved him him not. 


CHaAEte VII. 


How much we are engaged to [ere Our 
Bleſſed Lurd , with renewed Promiſes to 


do it faithfully. 


Muſt therefore conſider whoſe I am; I am Chriſts 
by a ſtrong and inconteſtable title ; while I ſerve 
him I do that proper work which belongs to me; 
whilft I obey what he hath commanded, 1 do what 


* * js infinitely my duty, what his love to me challengeth, 
and what my love to him deſires to return, Had | 
ten thouſand years to live, and could I ſerve him all 
” that while and do nothing elſe, I could nor repay him. 


for the deaſt part of that great ranſom he hath'paid 
for me, neither couJd I deſerve any thing of thoſe 


great wages which he will give me; but mp AR þ 


——_— 


nn" IT 


—_— 


ur 


. thee? Is it not 


_ 
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bot ſhort, and he allows me time for other things, 
for pleaſure and recreation, I have therefore a molt 
gracious Maſter, and therefore I reſolve and promiſe : 
to do what he requires ot me ; 1 will except at no- 
thing he commands, it ſhall be my joy to pay my duty 
to him; I will make it appear that I ſerve out of 
love and affection. O my deareſt ] ESU S, would my 


| heart did feel what it ſhould ; 


you'd I could expreſs what it 
feels; and would { conld per- 
form as much as I expreſs. 
But, O my Pleſſed Lord, how frequently and unhappi'y 
do 1 forget that thou art my Maſter, and I thy Ser- 
rant ; that my chiefeſt buſi:icſs is to do thy will ; and 
that my greatelt happir e's, as well as duty, is toHdey 
becauſe I alſo torger that thou didtt 
redeem me from a mo{t wretched” ſlavery ? that thou 
didt pay an immenſe pric? tor me; that thou be- 
cameſt a Servant for me , bee thou 1equireſt any 
krvice from me; and thit thou didſt firſt love me 
before thou did{t entrear my love ? O thou great lover 
2nd Saviour of men, 1 wholl y give my ſelf to thee 
Body and Soul, Heart ad Aﬀettions; I dehire to be 
thine ; I pray that thou wouldſt make me to be thine, 
and that thou wou!ldſt own me for thine , that ſo thou 
maiſt be mivie to eternity, 
Wouldſt then knew ( ſaith S. 
Aug. ) what thou mult give 
fir Heaven? Give thy ſelf, | 

that u the price; nothing tel; 
will ſexve, that alone is ac- 
counted ſuFicient: Heaven 1s 


Hai viget aff. Im, non 


$imn rmperio, 


Aliud non quant pre- 
tm niſe te wſwm ; tah- 
tum valet quantum @ , 
te da & habebu illud, 
Manual. 


worth juſt what thou art, give thy ſe and thou ſbalt 
certainly have it. 

Do not men ſeek to ſerve and oblige great perſons, 
opening to be by them gratified? Are they not 
ittous to wait upon Princes in regard of an ho- 
nourable 
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nourable ſtipend ? and why ſhould T not count it the 
greateſt honour and prete:ment to ſerve the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords; the ſulary hc pays his fer. 
vants is infinitely greater than any the greateſt Mo. 


narch can give;, they oftentimes calt off with diſgrace 
their molt faithful Officers: My Lord' is fo far from 


ſo doing, that he bears with the faults of his meanef} 


Servants, and never turns out any that will live 'with- 
him. *Tis highly difficult to become a Prince's Favou. 
rite, many ſpend their time, their wealth, and them- 
ſelves, and never can get the leaſt ſhare in his affedi. 
ons; but I am ſure my heavenly Maſter loveth me; 
I know it by what he hath done, by what he daily 
doth, and by what he hath declared he would do for 
me. Although he hath bought me, and ſo might well 
require the utmo:'t 4 can do without any reward ; yet 
he hires me and gives me more, infin:tely more than 
I can earn or claim. I will therefore be diligent, 
faithful and zealous in fulfilling the work he hath 
appointed me. I will often ſay to my ſelf; 1 ams 
Servant and a lover of FESUS; a ſervant md 
a lower of the Bleſſed FE SUS, 1 will every morning 
vonſider ; what can I do this dey of what my Loid 
thath commanded me ? what duties of ſebrrety, righ- 

Feouſneſs or godlineſs, can 1 diſcharge to make it ap-. 
pear that JESUS is the Maſter I own and obey? 

Nene of us liveth to himſelf, and no man dies to him. 
felf., for whether we live, we live unto the Lord, 

whether we ate we die untothe Lord : whether we line 

therefore or die , we are the Lords ; for to this end 

Chriſt both died, and roſe and revived, that he might 

'be Loyd voth of the dend and living. 


—_— 


M 


CHAE |: 


.}. 


"do much upon thee. Love, 
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CHAP. VII 


Meditations to excite us to a ſincere and fer+ 
vent Love. 


My Soul, whither canſt thoy fly for to be ſecure 
and at reſt? Thou doſt converſe with ſnares 


nd temptations ; thou art taken up with cares and 


concerns that come to nothing.! whither canſt thou 
retire to be free from dangers ? what place of leiſue 
anſt thou find, wherein thou mailſt ſecure thy dury and 
ty happineſs? 

The Love of ] £ SUS muſt be thy refuge; 'thy 
Clauflrum Anin'e , a Cloilter or ſhelter for thee to 
twell in, and be fate. Thither retire under the banner 
if Love, Cant. 2+ 4+ and there thou ſhalt want neither 
woteHion nor encouragement. Ye that love the Lord, 
hate evil ; he preſcrveth the Souls of bis Saints : bg 
deliucrs them out of the hand of the wicked. Light 
is ſown for the Rizhteous: and gladneſs for the upright 
in beart, Plal.9 7.1 0+ 

Conſider what Love hath done for thee ; and thou 


halt eafily believe that it can 
Omne agens & omne 


amans wwlt fibi paſſum , 


like aQive Fire, turns all things , 1» aſſcmilart, 


ntoits likeneſs. Ir veited the 
moſt perfeft God with thy fleſh and infirmities : Becau 
reſemblance begets love, God | Gt 


yould become like thee, that Ne etiam fimilizude d4- 


thou mighteſt love him. And f*1 47071, ecce immmey= 
if thou wilt entertain and fol- !*# 7171alir faltu of. 
by the Love of JESUS, it 

vill make thee become like him ; if thou wilt walk 


in love as he walked, Eph. 5 2. it will maketheecatily 
| :hllow his footſteps, and arrive to its perfe&t happinels. 


G4 - Behold 
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"Oege dyamyrels Behold how erent, how wonger. 
LY; wee, 9 Sea (ect ful a thing ws Lov»! Its power 
"oy 621 U a4, xy and perieFicn can not be S: 
Ts TEAG107y O- au- tered; we want words for 1 


ms vx t57y £21 ſnors. expre's them. 
Clem.Rom- 


In this was manifefied the love of God toward: wu 
becauſe God ſent his only begotten Son into the warld, 
that we might live through 
Qui te totwm & ſemel þjm, 1 John 4.9. He made thu 
=o Gamer "3 — with a word ; but to ſave the 
as, Bore, 4 he wrought many wonders, and | 


ſuffered any pains. 


The Jews, when they ſaw him weep for dead Lats 
rus ; Behold, (iid they, how he loved him! when thou 
ſeeſt him ſhed, not only Tears, but his Blood alſo, dy: 
"ing that thou maiſt live; wile not thou ſay, behold 
how he loved me! and then my Soul, what canſt thou 
.do. bur return love for love! It is ealie, and it is pro- 
firable, and it affords the greateſt of pleaſures, to love 
him who thus loved thee. « 
If by a hearty ſincere love thou canſt dwell inthe 
; boſom, and approach the heart ot thy deareſt Lord, 
there thou ſhalt find the ſweeteſt reſt, the pureſt joy, 
"the beſt of inſtructions, and the greateſt helps and 
*encouragements to perfect holineſs , till thy happinels 
- beperfet. If with an unfeigned affetion thou canl 
daily repeat theſe few words which have been frequently 
in the mouth of ſome devout perſons, love thee 
' dear FESUS, I love thee dear F ESUS ! thou halt 
learned that which will teach rhee both to live and die 
well. Then thou wilt value 
Of Cnw3 way. -un nothing, not life it ſelf, but ſo 
Jonawevos veg Xee- far as it is ſubſervient ro love; 
31 mid xis dmSa- and thov ſhalt be fo far from 


yay. God.inS, Balil. being atraid of ceath, that 
hou 


* | thou ſhalt with with a/primicive Saint , it were in thy 
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power to die many times for JESUS. 


A devout love for him, will make thee find that true 
peace and ſarisfa&9ion , which the world with endleſs 
labour vainly ſeeks in earthly enjoyments. It will 
make thee ſay (but without fear of change or dif- 
zppointment) with the rich, man in the Golpel ; Soul 
eat and drink, be merry , take thine eaſe, thou haſt 
much goods laid up for many years, Luke 12. yea, for 
eternity. 

Worldly men, as though they had a Drophie, the 
more they drink our of their broken Cilterns the 
more they thirſt, the more unſarished they remain ; 
but they that love and fear God, lack nothing ; they 
drink living waters out of that Fountain which 1s 
never dry ; they have him in their Souls , with whom 
true peace and felicity is ever enjoyed. O fortunatil- 
fime, cui quod amas, domi eft ! O happy Sul, thar wt 
poſſeſt of that which thou loveſt ! thou haſt enough 
ar home to make thee intirely happy , without ever 
ſeeking abroad. 

O my Soul entertain that bleſſed Gueſt , which in- 
ſtead of being chargeable, will diſchaige thee ot all 
thy wants and ſears, and troubleſom burthens. Love 
will ſtrengthen thee againſt 
temptations , and ſecure rhece Poterant leges delifi 
from fin, it will deliver thee punire, conſ t4nttam mi- 
from the terrors and bondage 74 201 poreray, Lact. 
of the Law , and bring thee 
to the, reſt and freedom ot the Goſpel yoke. As it 

elf grows on towards per- 
ſection, ſo will it ill increaſe Trevi 6:fferentia intey 


thy happineſs till its conſum- — -_ __— 
mation. C . Avg: 
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But my Soul, ſuffer not thy love to be fantaſtick, 
and to ſpend it ſelf in thoughts and wiſbes ; the ex: 
preſſions of Love are obedience and ſulm! if on, With a 
devout life, Whoſo keepeth hs Word , in him u the 
love of God perfected ; herevy know :we that we arcin 
; him, 1 Johp, 245+ 

Princes Have many. Flatrterers, and but a fey 
Priends ; JESUS alſo bath many prctencers , and 
but a few lovers. - Mulritudes wait upon him jn Mount 
Gerizim to Teceive his bleſſing; in S:2a;, where he 
gives his Law, he hath but few attendants ; and 
fewer yet in Go/gorha, where he himſelt ſuffers, and 
calls us to, take up his Croſs. Theclore my Soul, 
by. obedience , ſelt-denial , and an huwble patience, 
juſtifie the ſincerity of thy loic and proteſtations, 
Follow, now thy Saviour by Love, and a tincere imi- 
tation, and thou ſhalt certainly come to ſee his face, 
and to dwell with him in glory ; for where he s, 
there ſhall hu ſervant be, Jon 12. 26. They thai be 
faithful in love ſhall abide with him, Wiſe. 3.9. 


| 


» ©Q. 


» DB = b-= Sn =, Q@. = W=n9 


ſtick, 
JC Cx- 
ith a 
u the 
#4 


few 
, and 
lount 
'e he 
and 
and 
oul, 


The Loveof FESUS.” | =” 


C H A P. IX. 


Chriftianity abſolutely requires our Love 
and ftriffeſt Obedience. 


unto righteouſneſs, abſtaining from that which 
is evil and doing that which is good, I am obliged 
to perform by ſtrong and indiſpenſable obligations; ;- 
if I donot I certainly periſh. When we ſay in con- 
mon ſpeaking, that we do things out of Love, we 
mean that we are free , and may chaſe whether we 
dothem or no, we are not bound to it ; but here all 
along where I undertake to diſcharge the duties of 
Religion out of love. I do not in the leaſt mean fo. 
I acknowledge my ſelf under the greateſt neceſlity of 
diſcharging my Bapriſmal Vow, of living according 50 
the Goſpel Rule , otherwiſe my negle& of it woud 
be my ruine , I ſhould periſn in my diſobedience. 
Love ir ſelf 1s a duty, the frf# and greateſt Command 
ment; thau ſhalt love the Lord thy God with atl thy 
heart,and with all thy ſoul,and with all thy .ind,Mat. 
22.37. I recommend. Love | Tet 
therefore as the nobleſt , the Meliores ques durjg't 
moſt powerful motive to a amor, plures ques wrrege 
Religous obedience; as that #1997. Aug, , 
which makes our duty 'cafie W” | 
-and*- pleaſant, and gives a value to what we £0 8r 
ſuffer for God. I knew there are thoſe who .teath, 
that by our. welt doing we mult nat ſeck fot' vation, 
wdithat our obedience. is not required tor ow? 1) uſtibegy - 
"0,be may bez mark. or an elit at; it; Faith hav4 
"done . the .work/ before ; bur ahis gocundiels and} tlit- 
chieyous opinion is contradicied by theufands:of qizin 


a double duty of dying unto fin and living 


"di expacls 
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expreſs Scriptures ; He that hearcth theſe ſayings of 
mine and doth them mt, u like the man tht buil: 
hu houſe upon the Sand, Not every one that ſaith } Chri 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of | 
'Heaven'; but he that doth the will of my Father | 10. 
| which u in Heaven. If thou wilt enter into life, |} gith 
4F keep the Commandments. And innumerable others, man 
-,- with all thoſe that affirm, that God ſhall judge and | Gd 
» reward every man according as his works have been. Ephi 
| No, the holy Religion we profeſs requires a con« | fi 
formity betwixt the Holy ] ESUS and his Followers; | ye 
chat by a devout imitation we ſhould copy his Ex- | eve: 
"ample ; that we ſhould be fruitful in good works, and {| þax 
by a fincere and univerſal obedience ſerve God all the Col 
; days of our life: For if the word ſpoken by Angels fru1 
KR was ftedfaſt,” and every tranſgreſion and diſobedience |} Rul 
A received a full recompence of reward ;, how ſhall we tha 
elrape, if we neglef ſo great on ſalvation, Heb 2.23. Ch 
-by being diſobedient to our Lord | E S US, who having lack 
wrought and revealed it, offers it ro us on the condition anc 
of an affectionate obedience ro his Goſpel ? The earth pro 
which drinketh the rain that cometh upon it — and prs 


beareth rherns and briers, 1s nigh unto curſing , wheſe pr: 
end is to be burnt ; ſuch is their condition , who re- ab 
ceiving the Heavenly dew of Divine Grace in their al 


gdmiſhon into, and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, yet ſtill h, 
remain barren, or bring forth evil fruit. But beloved 
© (faith the Apoſtle) we are perſwaded better things of 
you, and things that accompany ſalvation ; for God is 
wet wnrighteous to forget your work and labour of. love, 
"which ye have ſhewed towards hu name ; and we 
deſire that evvery one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, 
ro the full aſſurance of hope unto the end, Heb.6. 7, &c. 
He fays not, we defire that you may be confident and 
;perfwaded of your ſalvation , but that by love and 
diligent obedience ye may aſcertain your hope, make 
your calling and eleftion ſure, as S. Peter _ 
kIV #1 I Ct, 
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1 Pet.1. 10. for indeed, God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died for ws , that whether we wake or 
fue, we ſhould live rogeth er with him, 1 Theſl.s. 9, 
10. in holineſs of life, worthy of the vocation wher e- 
with we are called, Epheſ. 4. 1. fer we are Gods wir {- 
manſhip created in Je/us Chriſt unto good werks, which 
God hath crdained that we ſhould walk in them, 
Epheſ. 2.10. This then is the way wherein of ne- 
celſity we muſt walk, that as we engaged and promiſed 
w'cn we were baptized into. Chriſt, ſo we ſhould live 
ever after; which S. Paul exp: eſſerh thus, As ye 
have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, jo walk ye in him, 
Col.2.6. and again, walk worthy of the Lord, being 
fruitful in every good wark, Col. 1. 10. This is the 
Rule whereby we muſt order the courſe of' our lives, 
that ' our converſation be as becomes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; that our converſation be in Heaven, wher.ce we 
lock for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Phil. 1. 29. 

and 3.20. that whatſoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, 

ow lovely, of good repcrt, any wertue , any thing 
pratfe- worthy, Phi 1 4.8. may be our conſtant ſtudy and 
practice. We muſt labour , that whicher preſent or 
abſent we may be accepted of our Lord, becauſe we ſhall 
all appear cefere him, and receive according as we-obey 
him, now in his abjence, 2 Cor.5.9. 
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CHAS. X 


Confo derations to encourage us in the diſ- 
charge of our Chriſtian duty; with a 
Caution to the Reader. 


LL this, and much more to the iame pur- 
pole , which I have read and obſerved in 
whe Sacred Books of the New Teſtament, hath con- 
:vinced me that it is the deſign of Chriſtian Religion 
'to make me meek and humble, ſober and contented, 
:juſt and charitable, devout and religious, vertuous and 
- Holy; this 'I own to be my duty , and I will endea. 
vour my ſclt heartily to perform the ſame. And that 
I may do it with chearfuineſs and affection, I will ir 
and quicken the holy fre of Love in my heart by 
, pious conſiderations. When any duty to God or Man 
* calls upon me. for action and pertormarce, an:i | find 
mn my Soul too much of dulnels or reluctancy , I will 

" again by meditation ſuppole my dying E1viour pre- 
ſent, telling me, how much he hath done and ſuffered 
for me, and defiring me, as I love him , to do that 
duty which lies before me. © Chriſtian, if thou doſt 
* underſtand the greatneſs of my love which brought 
« me here todic for thee; if thou art ſenſible of it, 
* and would{t make any return for ir, do this, obey 
*this command ; this may be the lait thing tho#fhalt 
*ever do for me, this may be the laſt tryaPFof thy 
*Jove. Sure it would grieve thee to have denied this 
* ſmall requeſt ro him that gives his life , that gives 

hs i himielf for thee. Or elſe | will open my {elf 

in the preſence of my Divine Maſter , fitting on his 
heavenly Throne with his glorified Servants about him, 
ſhewing me the Crown he hath aſſigned to me , and 
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fying ; © N. N. wilt thou deny to do this at my 
« earueſt requeſt ? wilt thou te ſo unkind to me? 
« Swe 1 have deſerved better at thy hands; ſure T, 
4 who ami much above thee, have done much more 
« for thee than that comes to ;/ bur betides', I wouid 
& highly recompence thee; Theſe my Friends | ha\e 
* rewarded with the blils and glory they enjoy ,+ tor 
*:.aving done {uch things tor-me ; and | would reward 
* thee 2s bountitully. Here is eternal lite, eternal rett; 
* eternal glory tor thy recompence;as thou lovelt me as 
E thou lovelt thy {elt, obey, that rhou mailt be happy: 
To this, what aniwer could I make, bur ſuch 2s this ? 
Lord, not only this, bur any thing elle thou hait com- 
manded, I am willing to fultl and obey. I bewail 
my dulnefs and depraved nature, that makes me fo 
vnready , io unactive in thy-fervice; but Lord t bon 
krnoweſt that 1 love thee. ] would undertake any 
|:boor, any trouble to make it appear ; I would ae 
to juſtifie it, Yet, ſweeteſt JESU, I beg of thee to 
increaſe my love ; to increaſe it ro ſuch a degree, 
that, like thy Heavenly Attendants, I may burn with 


- that Divine fire, -and- te all love to thee; thar ſo 1 


may be always prepared and delirous ro do thy wilt, 
Stir uw, we bejcech thee, O Lord, the wills 
of thy faithje! pecple , thar they plente- Sund. 25. 
enſly bringing ferth the jru? of good after Trin. 
works, may of thee be planiecuſly re- 
warded through Jejus Chriſt car Ler. 
Amen, 

Chritan, I would here adyiſe thee , before I paſs 


further, That thou would(t not judge of ſeveral things 
| in this Book by thy preſent liking of them. Devotional ' 


things ave diſcerned more by the affections than by, 


the Jadgtnent; the reliſh of them doth depend upon 


the remper of the Soul: Apd fo thoſe relolves and. 
meditations which now , ic may be, pleaſe rhee not, 
way hereafter be very acceptable, when thou art 
other- 


_ ” 
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otherwiſe diſpoſed ; to be ſure when thou art ready to 
leave the world , and enter thy portion of Eternity, 
If now therefore thou wilt bring thy mind to ſuch a 
frame as then it will be in , 1 need not fear but that 
what I have writ , thou wilt alſo read and repeat 
heartily in the- firſt Perſon; for to that end 1 
have thus contrived it to engage thine affetions, to 
make thee ſpeak, as of thy felt, theſe Soliloquies, a&'s 
of Love, and aQs of Reſolution which run throughout 
the whole &iſcourſe. It may affe& thee much, and to 
good purpoſe, frequeutly to confer with thy Soul, and 
with thy Saviour, about thy duty and thy happineſs. 
However be ſure that thou beett ſerious and {incere: 
For certain it is, that for thee N.N. by name JESUS 
was crucified and died ; and certain it is, that thou 


thy ſelf ſhalt die and be judged, and riſe again to an. 


intolerable Eternity, if by carelcſneſs and inconſide- 
ration thou haſt been unmindfu] of thy Lord and thy 
Soul ; or elſe riſe again to eternal Joys, if thou halt 
ſincerely loved and ſerved JESUS. If ye keep my 
Commandments, ye ſhall abide in my leve, even as I 
have kept my Fathers Commanaments, and abide in his 
lowe, John 1 5.10. 
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CHAP. AL 


That Love will prompt us to free-will 
Offerings , and thinks it never doth 
enough. 


Hus much of neceſſity muſt be done ; my duty 

as well as my love conſtrains me to it, Net to 

break negative Precepts and to otey poſitive ones, 
that is, to ceaſe from fin and to work righteouſneſs, ) 
is requifed of me; it 1 do it by love, I have” made 
my task pleaſant ; but yet a task it is which mult be 
fulfilled. Not but that there is mercy for fins againft 
the New- Covenant , for the tranſgreſſion of Goſpel 
Precepts; there is joy in Heaven at the converſion of 
a (inner, whatever his fins have been; and it ought 
greatly to endcar us to God , that he is ſo willing t» 
forgive, ſo deſttous to have us repent , that we may be 
capable of his pardon ; but whether foon or late, 
whether after crying guilts or ordinary fins, ſti]] I ſay, 
there mult be a true contrition, a ſorrow and repen- 
tance for our ſins, proceeding from the love of Gecd, 
and a fince"e endeavour to pleaſe and obey him for the 
future ; and ſo thus far we are crawn by a al 
negeſſity, by the deſire of our own happineſs ; which 
s not to be obtained any other way. Pur ſhall we 
ſtay juſt here, and not go one ſtep further than is 
required ? 'tis well indeed when we are ſafe , and that 
muſt be ſecured firſt of all , and with the greateſt 
care; but ſhall our love pro-ecd no further ? Swe that 
Chriſtian who is beſt aſſured of his ſalyation, will love 
God molt of all, and make to him the greateſt and 
molt hearty returns. When a man is qualified for 
Heaven, and enjoys the greateſt happineſs this world 
| is 
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is capable of; that is, a ſenſe of Gods favour, and a 
well grounded aſſurance of a future bliſs , his Soul 
cannot but melt into the moſt affeftionare love for that 
gracious Gud, whoſe mercy and loving kindneſs hath 
brought him into that happy condition, and fitted him 
by his grace for a much happier ; they, I ſay, thar 
are in ſuch a caſe (for they only can be capable of 
what I now treat of ) may well do ſomething more, 
than what needs they mſt ; may well enlarge their 
affetions to God beyond the bounds of preſcribed 
duries. It is a good ſign, a {ign of a fincere and a pious 
beart, when a man 1s forward to undertake for God ; 
when he doth not weigh grains and ſcruples, leſt he 
ſhould part with any of his right and liberty ; but 


D affords God a full meaſure. and running over, and 


thinks he never gives enough, and ſtil! deſires that 
he'might do infinitely more for him. 'Tis true, that 
-properly, ſpeaking all is cue to God; and the more 
any the beſt Chriſtian returns, the more he hath 
reccived,, and ſo the more he is indebted ; but yer, 
God is pleaſed not to require all that he gives, nor all 
that we may give, that we may have wherewith to 
make a free-will Offering ; that we may have ſome- 
. thing to give him that he requires not, tokens of our 
greater love and gratitude. It was foretold, that un- 
der the Goſpel, in the day of Chriſts power, hu people 
ſhould offer him free-will Offerings with an holy wor- 
ſhip, Pſal.110.3. And David himſelf, under the Law, 
was at his quid retribuam , What ſhall I render anto 
the Lord for all the benefits that he hath done unto me! 
Pſal.116. Though the benefits which God vourhſafed 
his people then, were much inferior to them he hath 
ſince beſtowed upon us; (for eye had not then /cen, 
nor” ear heard , neither was it entred into the hart of 
man, what great things God would do for them thot 
love him as he hath now declared in the revelations of 


his Goſpel,) though he had tied them to a bunk 
an 


_ 
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md* moſt expenſive ſervice; yet he accepted their 
poluntary vows and engagements, and was well pleaſed, 
vith them ; yer he would receive their fiee-will Offer. 
ngs, and delight in them. And ſure we are more 
obliged than the Jews, to let our-love and: gratitude: 
break forth beyond the limits of Commands and ex 
preſs InjunCtions; and now that God hath opened to 
us his rareſt Treaſures, his own boſom, for to give ug 
his beloved Son, he will rot rcje£t our free Oblationg, 
the voluntary acknowledgments of his undeſerved and 
unſpeakable mercies. *Tis not to be denied (without 
giving the Lie to the learning and. piety of the beſt 
Chriſtians. in al} Ages) bur that there is in the New 
Teſtament Counſcls as well as Preceprs , ſome things 
recommended, though not commanded. He that ſells 
all that he hath for to buy the Pearl of great price,and 
they that make themſelves Eunuchs for the kingdom 
of Heaven, were not enjoyned {o to. do, but are well 
epproved of ; and that God , who gives a plentiful 
harveſt to him thar fows bountifully, 2 Cor. 9:.6. is- 
doubtleſs well pleaſed with his open. handedneſs and 
charitable profufion. And as it js the belt indication 
of a devour and loving Soal, chearfully to exceed 
what is ({tritly required ; it is alſo the beſt fence to 
immure and ſecme our duty ; for then when we ſlack 
and abate, we may be ſtil] within onr due bounds. Nay 
moxe, I am confident that as it is beſt and ſafeſt, ir 
is alſo eaſier to give free will Offerings, than cnly juſt 
to pay the daily commanded Sacrifice , becauſe thoſe 
procecd from affection , theſe perhaps only from ingure- 
dion. A Friend defired to go one mile, goes two ar 
ten, and finds his way pleaſant , becauſe Love leads 
him , but he that is preit to the ſame Journy, and is 
aled by fear and compulſion, while he reſolves not to 
go one foct farther than needs he muſt , will eaſily be 
tempted to ſtay one ſhort of what he ſhould. 
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 . 


* But this is better underſtood by the devout lovers 


of JESUS, than I canexpreſs it. © Precepts are | 


* given to all men as Tributes 
Ov (worov rats &y9- © are exalted of all; (faith 
mids £QUAaZ ana an Ancient Guide of Souls ) 
At X Soca Hegon- © but as in the world great 
reſzgr To Os - * Perſons and Favourites not 
Beat. Doroth; DotF.1. © only pay the tax , but alſo 
| * offer preſents and gilts to the 
** Prince : 
* ſerve not only' the precepts, but alſo intimationg 
* and Counſels, and give to God not only what he 
** exacts, but allo free oblations, all rhat they are able. 
How many thouſands of Saints, now in Heaven, have 
taken this courſe? how many that now wear the 
bright Crown of Virginity , might have enjoyed the 
comforts of Marriage, had not the Love of JESUS 
prevailed over their natural deſires? how many who 
might. have poſleſt great Eſtates, enjoy now the 
greater Treaſures of Eternity, for having made them- 
ſelves poor,to relieve the needy Members of ] E SUS? 
how many who now fit on Thrones of Glory, hare 
choſen here to follow ] ESUS in meanneſs and hu- 
mility, when honours and ' worldly pomps were at 
their command ? how many are ncw rewarded with 
high degrees of everlaſting Bliſs , for having devoted 
their whole time upon Earth to the ſervice of the 
Bleſſed JESUS, when they might have ſpent more 
of it upon their profit or pleaſare ? and how many 
now living aſpire co the ſame felicities and recom- 
pences, by chearfully following the ſame ways, and 
expreſſing a ſincere and unbounded love , by ſuch free 
oblations ? 
Cur non poſſum quod ifſti & iſte? S. Aug. Why 
cannot I du what theſe my Chriſtian Brothers and 
Siſters have done, and do ſtill ? hath not God done as 


great things for me as for them? hath he not given 
me 


So in the Church , the moſt Religious ob. 
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| me the ſame promiſes as they had? do not 1 hope 
to be their companion and * fellow Citizen in Heaven ? 


and why then cannot I love as much as they did ? 
| ſkouid therefore, and Co reſolve to make no reſer- 
rations; ] ESUS ſhall have the command. of all 
he hath given me, of all he hath enabled nie to do; 
| ſhall keep nothing from him which may expreſs my 
love and gratitude, and do him ſet vice. 

Dearelt JESUS, I know I can never do tor thee 
G much as I ſhould, and I know that I ſhall never 


do fo much as I would; thou gaveſt thy fclt for | 


me, and thou wilt give thy felt ro me; and Lord, 
what om I worth, and what is the worth of all I can 
do? It is a great favour that thou wilt accept of me 
and my weak endeavours. I know that if Heaven 
vere carable of any griet, it would be only that we 
have not loved thee upon Earth; when thou klleſt 
our Souls with thy divine raviſhing Joys , we ſhall 
viſh we had done nothing here , bur ſerve and love 
thee. O give me grace now whilſt I live, to do 
what I ſhall wiſh to have done when I die; let me 
do now I am abſent from 

thee, what 1 ſhall wiſh to Modus amand, Dean 
have done when 1 dwell with {ne meds. $.Bern. 

thee; let me love thee infi- 

nitely and without meaſure. An offering of a free 
heart will 1 give thee, and praiſe thy name, 0 Lord, 
becauſe it is ſo comfortable, Pſal.s 4.6» 
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That cur obedience to the Church, i an ex- 
cellent exprc(/ton of onr love to Chriſt, 


Will Cfferings , ſhould be a pious ebcdience t9 

Out Mothec, the Cliurcl ; not but that it is many ways 
required, bur becauſe "tis almoit wrolly neglected, 
Vhat by pride and re:ractorineſs, what ty ignorance 
and indevotion, and whit by louſneſfs 2nd irrel.gio.), 
thar obedicace which out to be paid to thele thit have 
te ride over us in 1 Lev , to the Nanding rule 
anJ o:d::s of our Fpiritual Governovrs, is fo generally 
Jiid afide, that miny that would , yet dare not prels 
; It v Pon th: reople * and ti:at, CVE they that over, 
, 9 it ſecretly, and, :s though 'tweic diſhonourable, are 

1m a manner ahmed ro own it, Hence comes that 
g:cat neglet of Confirmation , that moſt necefſwy 
_ and, ancient, if not Apo?lic conflitution ; hence the 


| P Ae firit inflance of our Love in this way of fice. 


deſtctude of falling upon appointed d1ys, and even of 


bidding of them: and the nun obſervance of Holy. 
days, and times of ſolemu devotion ; hence the flight 
' regard had to the public worſhip of God, and the 
ſeldom receiving of the Lords Supper ; hence the 
reſervedneſs and unhappy ſecrecy of molt people, 
in not acquainting their Spiritual Guides with the ſtare 
of their Conſciznce when it needs, and not receiving 
their comforts and direftioas; hence the not ſending 
for the Elders of the Church to do their office upon 
lick perſons, and the ſeldom deſiring their abſolution ; 
and -henc&cven in roo many of the Clergy,the neglect 
of daily ſaying Divine Offices as they are commanded, 
and obſerving other InjunCtions peculiar to them. | 


may ſay, that it fares with our Church as with ſore 


Princes, Þ. 
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Princes, who have thcir due Sovereignty denied them, : 

becauſe they are Chriſtians ; (as if by becoming Mem- © * 
bers and Deienders of the Church , they were tecone 
ſyije:t ro Pontifical Chai.s and Puritan Synods) for fo 
many would not have this Church obeyed, becauſe” tis 
reformed;they would not have its Laws obſerv'd, becauſe 
it makes them inferior to Goes ; as though,by not im- 
poling a blind ſuperſtitious and over ſevere obedience, 
as Rome doth, this Church were become wncapable or 
exercifing any authority over her Children, and re- 
quiring any duty from them. But I fay, let thoſe 
that love JESUS amend this for his ſake ; tor the 
Church is his Spouſe and hath received her power 
fiom him ; let them yield a free and religicus ohcc!i- 
ence to Ecclettaitical Injuntions, for his ſake who hath 
ſaid, he that recerveth you receiveth me. It is doubt- 
leſs our duty ſo to do; and I am ſure it wyl be a 
good token of a pious heart when we ſhall obey them 
in the Lord, whom rhe Lord hath ſct over us, - We 
ſhall make it appear, that we own the Authoriry of nr 
Heavenly King, when we are ſubje& to thoſe his Ot. 
cers, by whom he now reigns over us; to whom he 
hath given the Keys of his Kingdom, and whom he 
hath 4ppointed Stewards of his ſaving Myſteries; we 
ſhall have a right, and a ſhare in the Myſterious re- 
preſentation of the great expiatory Sacrifice, which by 
the Church is celebrated in the Euchariſt , and in 
thoſe Divine Services and ſolemn Prayers which the 
Church offers to God daily ; and we ſhall receive the 
tull benefit of being Members of the Church , and 
holding Communion with ir. If this were not alſo- 
lutely required, yer I am ſure it will be a very.accep- 
table free-will Offering, if we do it deyoutly and joy- 
tully, becauſe we love JES U-S; and this . Cliriſtjan 


 ohedience to the known, rational, and.pious, orders of 


the Church, will anſwer the beſt part of that ancient 
and ſo much magnificd {elt: abnegation, vowed by the 
p _ Caeno- 


$ 34 The Reformed Monaſtery, Or, 


Ccenobites, when they gave up themſelves to bein a)! 
things raled and commanded by their Superiors ; ang 
it will exerciſe thoſe two Heavenly graces, Mecknely 
and Humility, which the world deſpiterh , but all true 
Chriſtians own to be rhe molt Divine ; as they that 
bring reſt to the Soul, Mat. 11.29. and make us more 
conformable to the meek and humble JESUS, 
Solomon knew the trus Mother by her love to the Child; 
and the true Cirild of God may be known, by us love 
aud daty io his Meter the Charch. 


Y—_—— — 
Mu 


CHAP. AHL 


Of {everal vluntary Oblations. 


S for corporal Avſterities commanded or nn. 
commarded, I have faid ſomething of them 
a'ready ; and the chiefeſt uſe and deſign of them is 
to mortifie ſenſual Luſts, and to keep under the Body, 
that the Spirit may rule and be obeyed ; yet, as they 
are exerciſes of Repentance, mazks of the juſt Indig- 
nation we conceive agaialt our ſelves for having dil- 
picaſed God ; as they may effet or expreſs a diſreliſh 
«of temporal Pleaſures, a longing for heavenly [oys, 
and an endeavour to take up our Croſs and follow 
J ESUS; they may be the matter of a free-will Offer. 
ing, and they may find a gracious reward and accep- 
rance, inſomuch as they proceed from a fincere love 
to JESUS, Prayer alfo, thankſgiving, reading, me- 
ditation, aQts of Religion ; though, as tothe ſubſtance, 
they be the diſcharge of the greateſt duty God requires 
of us, the worſhip and ado! ation of his Divine Majeſty ; 
yet, as to the quantity, they may become fee Obla- 


tions, the expreſſ.ons of a greater Love, He 4 
wit 
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yith devour affeRtions enlargeth his offices , or counts 
the frequency of them by Canonical hours and wiſhe 
for opportunitics ; and he that ſets apart large porti- 
ons for Religious exerciſes, or in the following of his 
neceflary buſineſs, doth often lift up his heart and 
thoughts ro Heaven and heavenly things, makes z 
yoluntary offering of ſome of his time to him , of 
whoſe Erernity he hopes to be partaker. He that de. 
alks ſome hours from the refreſhment of his Body, to 
beſtow them upon his Soul ; he that chuſeth a meaner 
condition and employment , that having fewer avoca- 
tions, he may ſpend more time upon Religion ; and _ 
he that bears with ſome wrongs and injuries, that be- 
ng free from the diltraCtions of Quarrels and Law- 
ſuits, hemay be the better diſpoſed to ſerve God, hath 
bought the bleſſed opportunity of attendmg J ESUS, 
ind endearing himſelf to him. Charity likewiſe, whe- 
ther Spiritual or Corporal , whether in giving or in 
forgiving, may be carried further than is abſolutely re. 
quired, and ſo become a free Oblation. He that takes 
great pains to inſtruCt the ignorant, to convert ſinners, 
by all means to win Souls to] ES US, may manifeſt 
a greater love than was abſolutely neceſlary to lis own 
ſalvation; and he that makes it his buſineſs and: de- 
light to prevent quarrels, or make reconciliations; to 
comfort and defend the afflited and oppreſied , to 
riit Hoſpitals and relieve the Poor ; and to ſpend all 
his ſubſtance in pious uſes for the honour of God and 
Religion, and for the preſent and future happineſs 
of men, may exceed what God would have rewarded, 
wd by ſhewing fo great a love, enrich his Crown of 
glory and recompence. I only mark the Head ſprings 
 Store- houſes of thoſe arbitrary gifts wherewith 
men may honour God and enrich themſelves; the ſeve- 
nl emanations and offerings whick may proceed from 
them, being free and innumerable, cannot be ſpecified, 
and Cheuld not be impoſed. Where there is love, there 
H ig 
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384 willing mind; and 2 Cor. 8. 12. where there it s 
witling minds man [in other caſes as well as in Cha: 
rity). us accepted, according to what he hath, ang nt 
according to what be hath not. © Some husbandmen 

* ſow, that they may have 

Eidby mpg: ops © wherewithto pay their debts, 

gig &y ommpuc, map' © (which marks the Jabours 


oTteors, Kc. * and offerings of Penitents, 
S. Johan. Clim. Grad, © who endeavour to make 
26-H.43- * what fatisfaQtion they can 


* for their injuries to God or 
«* Man.) Some fow, that by the expetied crop they 
. © may increaſe their wealth ; (which repreſents the good 
« works of more innocent perſons , who aſfire to a 
«great reward and a glorious Crown.) Some ſow, 
«©rhat they may have ſomething wherewith to expreſs 
«© their gratitude, and make preſents to thcir kind 
«© Landlord or 'Benefactor ; (whereby is fignified the 
«* beſt of Chriſtians, who in all things ſcek and deſign 
* the glory of their Lord.) And others ſow, that they 
* may be thought diligent, and receive commendat}- 
* ons from 'the patſſers by ; (theſe are an emblem of 
* the molt imperfet Chriſtians, who in Gods ſervice 
* ſeek thejr own- glory, - and of whom our Bleſſed $a- 
* viour ſays, that they thave their reward.) However 
call-muſt ſow ; and -every one as he doth it , ſparingly 
cor .bountifully , ſo ſhall he reap at laſt : But Heaven 
is a cheap - purchaſe, give we'never ſo dear-for it. 
R « The Goſpel reveals and of- 
Decay of Chriſtian © fers a glorious Kingdom, 
Piery. « great- and eternal felicities ; 
*«*-bnt he that expeRs their 
« poſleflion becauſe he reads and believes them, is like 
* him that ſhould fancy the whole world ſhould be his, 
©*© becauſc-he hath the Hiſtory or the Map thetesf. 


« 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. XIV; 


The trae notion of Free-will Offerings win- 
dicated, with an Exhortationw to abound 
in the work of the Lord. 


Ere it may he proper to inſert the caution of an 
| ancient Rule. © Pe ſure thou firſt obſerve 
» that which is commanded, | 
« before thou doit aim .at 
«* Counſcls, Neglect not a 
duty becauſe thou doit offer pul” | 
freely, and art over zealous in | MEE 
other things. Thus the coverous Worldling gripes and 
niggardly detains, becauſe he. deligns to huild Alms- 
houſes at laſt; and thus the fattious Zealot breaks the 
ſecond, with the firit Table of the Divine Law ; ma+ 
king Religion an excuſe for his uncharitableneſ$ and 
diſobedience. But if we love JESUS with hearty 
aftetion, we ſhall be far enough from thus mocking 
God, and deceiving our ſelves; for Love, that dopbles 
upon. us all obligations of duty , doth ' alfo oblige.us 
theſe free-will Offerings. They are nvt amends for 
our omiſſions, or exchanges in lieu of our obedience ; 
but they are the fulfilling of that Law of Gratitude 
we now live under. The infinite. Mercies of the 
Goſpel, put upon us infinite obligations to do. in ree 
quital for God, all that poſſibly we are able.. But the 
Golpel.is a Law of liberty, all its extent and meaſures 
Fab in. all particulars minutely and expreſly de- 


Cupiens divinum ad- 
implere confilum , . ants 
ownia ſerva manilatum, 


$0, then. by theſe free-will Offerings , we mult nor 
underſtand any" thing like Supererogations , or things 
to which we are no ways obliged ; or that exceed what 
bet. H 2 God 


38 The Reformed Monaſtery ; Or, 
- God hath done for us, or what he will reward ; or that 
are done without his help, without whom we can aq 
nothing ; any of theſe Notions is impious, and impliey 
a, contradiction. But by them is to be underſtood the 
expreſſion of our acknowledgments, and of that love 
we owe infinitely , in things not expreſly commanded, 
and not under a neceſſity. Of ſuch (faith the Apoſtle) 
1 ſpeak not by commandment, but by occaſion , and to 
prove the fingerity of your love, 2 Cor.$.8. They that 
like the Macedomians have firſt given themſcelyes to 
the Lord, may well with them be willing to offer to 
God, to the:r power, and beyond their power. To this 
purpoſe $S.Pau! faith of hirnſelf, rhat his preaching the 
Goſpel of Chriſt was altogether his cuty, and wo 
unto him if he-4ulfilled it not ; but his doing it wil. 
 Jingly for nothing in the Regions of Achaia, for that 
Be had a reward , and that was # boaſting and hu 
glorying, of which no man ſhould rob him. To this 
purpoſe alſo, the ancient Fathers have ſaid many 
things. That ſome (good. works we do werins wir- 
tutu amorg, liberaque elefione, quam ulla onnino ligu 
coaFione, rather by a free choice and Jove , than by 

| precept» That thus to do things 


 *A wiv 340 umip for God beyond expreſs com. 
Tiv wyroAluw yieme mandments was highly accep- 
TmoAus {x 64 700 weyoy table, and highly rewarded. 


That tro abſtain from that 
which is evil, is abſolutely re- 
quired ; 'and farther to deny 
our ſelves for Religions ſake, 
is a free oblation. And much 


x97 Ts 7. Chryl. 


To lictis cauere jugum 
necefſita'w eff, permiſſa 
vincers munu arbitrii. 


more to the ſame purpoſe is 
frequently 'to be . met with in - thoſe tine and devont 
lovers of the Bleſſed JESUS, whole affeftion and 
gratitude to him, nothing could fully expreſs or con- 
'hne. 
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And now by theſe , and firſt by Holy Scripture it 
manifeſtly appears, that the true notion of free will 
Offerings, in nothing favours human pride , or dero- 
gates from Gods glory. Can the Beggar merit or 
preſume any thing, if he throws away the dirt in his 
hand, for to receive Gold ? and if with Davida we 
pour out to God , that water we thirſted and might 
awfully have drunk, that we may more largely drink 
the water of Life, which God freely gives us, ſhall we 
therefore exalt our ſelves? 

Let us then endeavour by all means to make it 
appear, that we are ſenſible how infinircly we are 
abliged to love and ſerve JESUS. Let us not, as 
the Son of Sirach adviſerh, conſult with a coward in 
matters of war ; conſult with an irreligious Age in 
matters of Piety and Religion ; and ler us not think 
it enough to do it as the molt «&@. When f:rlt the 
Chriſtian Faith was preached in the world, and'men 
underſtood. what Chriſt had done for them , and what 
be had promiſed , they thovght nothing too much, 
nor to good for him. They chearfully parted with 
temporal pleaſures, honcurs and riches; with their 
liberties, their limbs. their bloed, their ve: y lives. that 
they might be ſaith\'ul ro ] ESUS, and come troreign 
vith him. They made it appear Ly their patient, 
chearful, and magnanimous ſufferings , that they va. 
lued nothing but ] E SUS and Eternity. We are not 
now expoſed to the ſame dangers for the profeſſion and 
delief of Chriſtianity ; but we may make our love 
and zeal appear by our contempt of the world ,” and 
{ſpiring after Heaven ; by our charity to men,. and 


| #hounding in the work of the Lord ; by keeping the 


Commandments, as well as dying for the Creed ; the 
ame Lord and Saviour that requires our Faith to the 


one, demands our obedience to the other. And now, 


if we ſpend our time in the hearty obſervance of our 
Lords Precepts and intimations , in doing and enlarg- 
H 3 ing 
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ing our duty to the 'utmoſt of our power; if we thug 
confeſs him before men. by living to him, then are we 
prepared to die for him,and he will certainly own us as 
*much as if he had. Our Crown now this way may be 
enriched, and Qur Loye ſhewn and perfeticd,as well ay 
by. the flames of Martyrdom. And, O happy ve! 
that we cancome; and more happy yet if we do come, 
to fing- Allelutah , and eternally praiſe our gracious 
Redeemer with the nuble' Army of Martyrs ; where 
| "the love we had here ſhall fl} 

Ubi 1014 virtns: orig, Our hearts with divine joy, and 
Q anime viders quod 4- be increaſed to the proportions 
me, & ſumma feliciis of our endleſs and unſpeakable 
ainare qued vides. Aug. Bliſs, The Lord dire® our 

hearts into the love of Gud, 
and into the paticnt waiting fer JESUS our Maſter, 
2 Theſl 3.3- 

L need not here inſert Cautions againſt als gy 
and Self complacency after we have done the ve 
are able; for if it proceeds not from the Love of God, 
it is nothing worth ; and if it doth, it will never brittg 
pride nor vanity. Charity wvaunteth not it ſelf, and u 
wot puſfed up, 1 Cor. 13. 4. Only in the words of a 

pious Saint ; If we had died 2 

E} x wweits Su- © thouſand times for JESUS, 
ydTvs Umre News © yer we ſhould not havere- 
UTE ousss Kc. * paid him the leaſt part of 
S. Johan. Clim, Grad, ©* what we owe his infinite 
23,11, * mercy and condeſcenſion ; 

* for vaſt is the difference be. 
© twixt the Blood of God, and the blood of his Crea- 
© tures and Servants , if we judge according to the 
<© dignity,'and not to the ſubſtance of it. What haſt 
thou that thou haſt not received? Remember what 
JESUS faith to all Chriſtians, He that lowverh Father 
or Mother more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he 


that loveth Son or Daughter mere than me, 1s ut 
| worthy 
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worthy of me, Mat.10.37. and #/oſdever he be of youw' $ 


that forſaketi not all that he hath , he cannot be my 
Diſciple, Luke. 14. 33. We cannot. do. .too muck for 
JESUS, but we may cafly do toa little ,, thou 
the moſt we can do will never merit Heaven , yer the 
leaſt ſhall not obtain it ; 'tis ſafe and impoſhb 
exceed; bur 'tis eafic ahd dangeroos'to!' be-defeRtive. | 

0 God, who haſt prepared for them that hve. che 
ſuch gotd things as paſs mans | ' 
wnderſtanding., pour into our - Sixth Sunday aftdr 
teerts. ſuch love towards thee, Trinity. : 
that we loving thee above all | "3 
things, may obtain thy promiſer wiiithiexveed all ue 
viican defire, through Feſns' Ghriſt our Lord, Amen. 

I have now aſhgned Love us full task 3 to repent 
and mortifie ous luſts, to ſerye and obey God; and*to 
abound in good works , even free- will Offerings.” "I 
have no more for it to do ; I would only have'it to 


increaſe, to grow towards perſefion, ' to be. conſtary, 


and to:endure unto the end; Ta help this forward , I 
have here added a meditation on the exalration of 


our Blefſed Saviour ; ſome uſeful diretions for the + 


ordering of our lives ; and four concluding conſide= 
rations, whereby to aſſiſt , diret and encourage the 
{mcere lover of JESUS, in the diſcharge of this 
great and bleſſed duty, the work and labour of Lowe: 
Let'us conſider one another, to' provoke unto love, amd 
to good: works, Heb. 10.2 4. | 
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CHAP. XVy. 


Meditation on the Exaltation of the Bleſ: | 


FESUS. 


Br and reign ſweeteſt JE SU, for ever! My 
>/ deareſt Lord, 1 heartily rejoice in that great 
to which now thou art exalted. When 
J conſider what thou didſt do, to reſcue us from miſery 
and to make us happy; how thou didſt Jay by thy 
glories to intitle us to them ; becameſt poor to pay 
our debt, becameſt weak to die, and to vanquiſh our 
enemies. When I conſider this, 
I cannot but admire the great- 
neſs of thy charity , whereby 
thou wert moved thus to re- 
lieve and fuccour us in ſuffer- 
ing and abaſing thy ſelf. 1 
cannot alſo but be tranſported 
with joy, that in thy conflit 
with our enemies thou didſt 
obtain the victory,and thereby 
a Kingdom that ſhall have no end- 

Lord, it thou had(t periſhed in our quarrel, if death 
had ſtill detained thee, what grief; what remedilefs an- 


Its ne ſurmus emni- 
he, wu fetus oft om- 
mue, quis bec fecit ? 4- 
mer, digit at neſcis , 
diguatione dive! , afeiv 
pirens, ſuaſi efficax:; quid 
vielntins ? rrimpha; de 
Deo amr. Bern, 


-guiſh. had it been to our Souls; uot only to ſee our 
hopes fruftated, but alſo to ſee him oppreſt and over- 


come with ſo much piry and generolity engaged for 
our deliverance ! But thou liveſt, deareſt Lord; thou 
art triumphant, thou haſt got the keys of Death and 
Hell. Thou art the Head and Saviour of the Church, 
Thou art the Judge of all men. Thou art the King 
of Kings, and the Lord'of Lords. Thou fitteſt at the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high, above all princi- 
Palitics and powers. All power is given to on in 

ven 
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Heaven and in Edrth. At thy Name, O Bleſſed ] E $1, 
every knee muſt bow ; and that we do moſt willingly, 
gladly acknowledging rhat thy Name is exalted above 


| every name. Thou alone haſt redeemed, and haſt 


power to ſave us. Thou alone haſt the might and 
right to command us. Unhappy they that will nor 
yorſhip thee, and ſubmit tothy government. Unhappy 
they that impart thine honour to created beings, and 
vill not wholly depend ypon thee. 

Bleſſed be God that we have a Saviour , whom 
vithout Idolatry we may love and worſhip; te whom 
ve may offer our humble Petitions, and at whole feet 
ve may proſtrate our ſelves. Bleſſed be God that he 
himſelf would become our Saviour. Had an Angelor 
Man been able and deputed to work our Redemption, 
our love and gratitude might have been"exceſſive, and 
provoked God to jealouſie. But.now Bleſſed ] ESU, 
we cannot humble our ſelves too low before thee, we 
cannot exalt thee too high ; we can never exceed in 
paying our acknowledgments to thee, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and r:6/1-s, and 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, and hencur, and gliry, and bleſ- 
fmg. Unto him therefore that lowed us , and waſhed 
us from our ſins in hu own bloed ; and hath made ut 
Kings and Prieſts unto God , and his Father ; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and evr. Amen. Rev. 
5.12. and 1.6. 

Bleſſed Lord, I rejoyce that thou haſt the diſpoſal 
of me; I willingly ſubmit my ſelf to thy good plea» 
ſure, both to obey and to ſuffer; I delve that my 
= and all my affections may wholly be ſabjec to 


O, why is thy name diſhonoured ? thy Church per- * 
ſecuted ? thy holy Religion deſpiſed, or perverted? - 
and thoy thy ſelf rejeHed and rebelled againſt, even 
by many ot them that have ſworn Allegiance to thee? 


Hs O, 
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O, thar'it were in my power to advance thy King. 
dom here, among my Fellow-Servants ; to bring all 
men in ſubjeQion to thee; But firſt, my. Bleſſed Lorg, 
let me {ſincerely ſubmit to thy will, in all things. Let 
never one of my words or actions fend thee that 
impious meſſage of the rebellious Citizens; We wil 
not have thu man to reign over 149, Luke 1 9.14. but 
now thou art abſent, 1 beſeech thee, let me- obſerve 
thy Laws, and own and-reveregce thy Power, in them- 
to whom thou haſt imparted it ; thy Church and'Mi- 
niſters. Thou art my King, deareit ] E $'U, let me 
never ſce that hour, that I. ſhall nut heartily love; 
and humbly obey thee. 

Conſider, O my Soul, how great is the happineſs 
apd honour to be one of the retinue of ſo great , fo 
good a Maſter. Ler nothing caſt thee down-; thow 


ſhalt cerrainly. reign above , if thou art faithſul here 


below, 

Jacob and- his Sons: were in fear to periſh: with 
hunger; becauſe they Knew not that Joſeph did reign 
in Zgy;t; but my. timorous heart, why {houldſt thou 


fear any thing, when thou knowelt thar JESUS: 


doth reign in Heaven? God hath given him power 
over all fleſh, that he n.ight- give eternal life, to all 
that will fincerely. give themſelves to him. If thou. art 
his, thou canſt not want to be prote&ted, and provided 
for. All his Servants are. certainly prefer'd; all his 
Souldiers come to be Kings ; the Crown of life , the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the glories of Eternity; are the 
' #ecompences Jaid up for his h@@.ble Subjefts. 

Live and reign, ſweeteſt JESU, for ever. When 
I do conſider that Legions of Angels, Millions of 
Bleſſed. Souls, perpetually agore thee with tho greatelt 


estaſfie of love and. divine joy; that all pious men- 


throughout all the world , expreſs their love andigra- 
titude by daily worſhipping and obeying of rhee; that. 
a} tby wicked encrgies are fciz'd with fear and trem- 


bling. 
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bling! before -thee. When thus I fee thee, Bleſt@ 
Lord,: with the eyes of my Faith-, on the Throne of © 
the higheſt Maſjetty , encircled witty glory and power; 
I then. diſdain the world , and am -railed abuve my 
ſelf, tranſported with pleaſure , to ſce-thy labeurs and 
ſufferings thus jultly rewarded; to think that mine . 
for thee ſhall have the ſame reward, according to the .. 
utmoſt. of my capacity. | 
And now, my gracious Lord , this 1 make my re- 
queſti; if I can add nothing to thy. higheſt. glory, 
yet let-me-enter- in, and partake of. thy. joy. ; ſor they 
that love thy name ſhall bs. joyful im#hee; Plalcy.n20 


© 
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CHAP. XvI- 


Twa general direlions about themavifefing oF 
of aur love to God. wy 


' 


T is a'Mazim in Morals, quod cor now-facit, non fit; 
what the*heart doth not, is reputed as not done ; 
it can, deſerve neither praiſe nor reward; and it cart 
ſignifie "nothing to any purpoſe of vertne.. Now-the : 
Heart' is the fountain of humane afft9 tens , att the . 
ſarofLove ; {6 that the meaning is, that. whath not + 
done out'of loye-is inflgnificant 4nd wholly Aunaccep=. . 
eble. Which truth holds in Religion atfo /” Gotf'tat# - 
neſtly requires: the heart of all his worſhippets, and? - 
without-it, he doth accept neither their ſervites, nor? . 
their oblations: Thou ſhalt owe the Plret Hy, &$ 
vith's} thy-hiavt; and 'with ull rhy fot; #RjE . 
wits which I command- thee: this ay, Ya bb .. 
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” fore therefore maſt carry us through the whale 


* ” eourſc'of our lives , through all our duty ; that our 


* 3Rions bearing its ſtamp, aud ſignature, may be pleaf. 
ing to God, and to. us-profitable. So that in the dif. 
charge of our ſeveral callings ; in our intercourſe with 
others, at home or abroad; and in the moſt common 
aQRions of our lives, ſtill we muſt a&t , as being aQted 
by a fincere love to God. It is one of the beſt of 
_ thoſe ancient Rules which were given to Aſcetick per- 
. Jons 3... Let Charity . which 
In emnibus quibuis * abides for. ever, influence 
ritur Sranſiture neceſſiras, _ © 8nd govern the uſe ve 
fupererpineat que_perme- © make of time, and other 
net charts. Reg.Aug. © tranſitory things ; Let it go 
along with us in all our ways, 
and we ſhall certainly go right. Burt this, like other 
- general Rules will ſignifie nothing, eXccpr it be applied 
to particulars. My Icve' to JESUS muſt appear in 
what I do this day, and what I ſhall do to morrov, 
The juſtice and charity of the words 1 fpeak, 'and the 
work 1 am about, muſt jultific it, that. indeed. 1 own 
JESUS for my Lord , his Gofpe! for my Rule , and 
his Jove for my comfort and encouragements. Let Cha. 
rity, which abides for eqer , dire ws in our uſe of 
tranſitory things. 

It is the advice of ſome Spiritual. Direors , that 
we would fGingle out ſome one eminent Chriſtian. ver- 
twe, .tq the ftudy whereof we ſhould more particularly 
addi our ſelves, and. examine our growth. in Grace, 
by our proficiency in it. This may be much for our 
eaſe and forour advantage. For the Duties and Graces 
af our Religion are very numerous, not to be atrained 
and attended to all at once, and as they Rand together ; 
whereas if we make choice of any one fingle , which 
leads us to all the reſt, and includes them all , a 
Chriſtian advancement will be with greater ſpe«d an! 
leſs difficulty, and we ſhall be Maſters of all other 

vertucs, 
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The Love of F ESUS. 
vertues, by having bent our ſtrength and endeavours ' 
on the practice of one. Such a one, | am ſure, is the” 
love of God, the love of the Bleſſed ] E SUS, whicty 
if well followed and attended to, will bring us to the 
higheſt perfetion ro which any Chriſtian can arrive 
in this lite. Let it therefore be our chiefeſt care to 
beget and entertain in our hearts that moſt bleſſed 
Love; and then , to expreſs and perfect it by theſe 
ewo general Rules. 

I. In all our aftions to have reſpet to Gods will, 

and to ſeeks to fulfil it rather than our own. This is 
recommended: to us by the Example of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who profeſſed that he came not to do his own 
will, but the will of him that ſent him ; and this was 
his great demonſtration of love 
to the Father. That the world  Probatio dileFionis ex» 
may know that I lowe the fb" eff opern, Greg. 
Father, and «s the Father 
gave me commandment even ſo 1 de; ariſe, Inamrgd 
berce, John 14.31- He would go and deliver himſelf 
ivto the hands of his Crucifiers, rather than net com- 
ply with that order he had received from God his 
Father. And thus if we chuſe Gods will where it is 
moſt contradictory to our own defires , we ſhall make 
it appear - that indeed we love him. Abraham was 
called the Friend of God ; and God bare him witneſs, 
that he indeed feared God , when in obedience-ro the 
Divin&Commandment he would have ſacrificed - his 
belaved Iſaak ; and if we facrifice our will to God, 
to att in all things according to what he hath re- 
vealed ; to ſquare our aQions, great or ſmall, accord- 
ing to the Rules he hath preſcribed to us, | theni God 
will be certified that we indeed love him ; our readi- 
neſs to obey bis pleaſure will ſpeak the heartineſs of 
our afteQtion, 

We ſee how readily Courtiers conform themſelves 
to the humor and pleaſure of their Prince; and ſhall 
we 
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lover of JE SUS, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
a>? At.9.6. and if Love hath diſpoſed us to lay it, 
"ewill-be cafie enough to do. it afterwards. 

In the ſecond place, as we mult ſer our hand to thar 
Prayer we ought to ſay daily; Thy will be done in earth 
as 4t' & in hearven,; ſo muſt we alſo: ſubmit our necks 
fo-it. I mean, that:in compliance to the will of God 
we mult- give up our ſelves, as well to patient ſuffe- 
rance, as to cheerful obedience. 

One of the great advantages the Ccoenobites had 
in-their Communitics , was tbe caſting out thoſe two 
words; which 'are the ſeeds of: Contention - and the 
© diſturbers of the world ; Mine ztid Thine'; and if we 
retgnall ro-Ged, who is indeed the'true Proprietor, 'wo 
ſhall bear the' loſs of. any thing without repining 
againſt him ; we fhall-never differ with him about 
that which is not our own ;. we ſhall have peace with 
him whatever we ſuffer. God us the Judge , he ſetteth 
#þ,one,. and bringeth down another. All things that 


happen are ordered by. his infinite power and wiſdom; ' 


therefore in-all, let us rejoice in his Government, aud 
with 2: chearful ſubmiſſion humbly bow and worſhip, 
and tay with his Saints; 4teluiab, for the Let God 
onniporent reigneth ;. let us be glad and rejoyce, 'and 
give honour to him, Rey.19.6. | 
If. we truly love God , we ſhall as willingly ſufler 
any thing trom him, as we would for him; per 
ſwaded that ir is for our. good, we:ſhall-not' only remain 
| fitisfied , 'bot- thankful alfoi 
; I am ſure 'tis much- more 

pip pay M % nfiram <alomable we ſhould FROwe 
ſhiny voluntatem Aug. Gods will, than he ours- au 
2x ſome have ſaid , that i, $ 
trer 


2k it'hard to conform to what God hath requirgh = 
t; our Obedience being our greateſt profit here, 
our infinite happineſs'in the world to come? 
Sure: 'tis: no difficult matter to ſay with that grear 


ſhall 1 not drink it ? we ſhall always proſper , and 
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better and more acceptable to e2 
God, to ſuffer afflitions pati- Porfeihing of aonfs . 
"oe tolerare patientey, quam | 

ently, than in proſperity to guy opervbues inſudare, "+ .* > 
do the beſt of things. WO. 
Let us therefore in all our ſorrows, humble our ſelves . 
and look up to Heaven, and ſay; Calicem quem dedit” 
Pater ; The Cup that my heavenly Father giveth we bak 


have all things at wiſh, and command all events, as 
one did the winds and the weather, In vit, Patrz, 
if we by love adhere to God , and make his wilt gur, 
own, He that hath, and ſeeth all. things in one,, may 
always remain ſatufied , and have true geace. in. 
Ged. 

Magna res eft amor ; magnum omnino bonum, quod. 
folum lewe facrt omne onerofum, ® fert «qualiter: omne 
inequale: xam- onus ſine onere portat , & ,omne amas, 
rum dulce ac ſapidum efficit, Thom. de Kerop... The, 
guilty priſoner dreads every noiſe, and trewbles.when, 
the door opens, for fear of his deſerved doom; . when, - 
on the ſame _ accounts, the. innocent is bath colin and 
joyful, expeQing to be delivered, Now, guilt and the.. 
higheſt treaſon before God, is to love any thing better: 
than him, and to oppoſe our will to his ; he that doth 
ſo may well be diſmaid and troubled , and full. of. fad 
dippreheaſions ; and he that ſincerely loves God., and 
chuſeth his will in all things, is ſafe and udungay. 
alvays pleaſed.and happy, | 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The two former Rules explained and en- 
: larged. 


_ Cts beget and perfe habits, and thus to make 

our actions and paſtions ſo many aQts and de- 

monſtrations. of our love to God, will ſpeedily increaſe 

_ love, and-ſoon bring us to perfet peace and hap- 
s. 

But commonly it is thought, that to make it ap. 
pear that we love God, we muſt do great and extra- 
ordinary things , fly up above other mens pitch, and 
always be as it were gazing and fighing heaven-ward. 
This hath frighted many from a religious life, from 
devoting themſelves to the love of JESUS: But the 
truth is, that love is beſt expreſt by doing well our 
ordinary ations, that which is our proper duty and 
employmenr. 

- Our greateſt perfeion here is centained in theſe 
wo: 1. To dovvhat God requires of us, and 2. to do 
it well. The firſt is to diſcharge the duties of that 
fation wherein God hath placed us; That every man 
where he uu called, therein he ſhould abide with God, 
and do his own buſineſs. This is our rack as we are 
men, and” as we are Chriſtians. Not to do things 
wonderful and inimitable ; but faithfully to diſcharge 
what our place requires from us, to pay to all that 
love and obedience which Nature and Religion ap* 
point ; to follow our work, whatever it be, even the 
molt ſervile labours, as to the Lord and not to men; 
knowing that whatever good thing any man doth, the 
ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord , whether he be bond 


or f1 Fee. 


Some 


The Lowe of FESUS. © 
Some enter 2 dark Cell, : _ 
and ſome go long Pilgrimages ;  _ Fora ” : 
but wherever Providence had regnums Des intra ver off. © 
placed them, there they mi S. Athan; .. 
beſt have wrought their fal- 
vation. To do what we ſhould do in a mean phace, 
is much berter than to un- - 
dertake great things , which | PR ty a 
we were not obliged to. The fad de vitio ad wirturors. 
firſt frees us from, and the Fauſt, Serm. 
other doth ingage us into | 
temptation. The Commandment 1 give thee thu day, 
4 not hidden from thee, neither u it far off, it w not 
in Heaveu, neither is it beyond the Sea; but the word 
is wery nigh thee, in thy month and in thy heart, that 
thou maiſt do it, Deut.30.11. It maketh ſome Qua- 
kers, ſome fantaſtical, and ſome mad , the ſceking to 
profeſs and to do ſtrange things, things our of the 
road. And even in the beſt of all religious Inftirutes, 
there is nothing good, except it be this, that they are 
particular applications of the general Goſpel Rules ; 
which particular applications to times,perſons and places, 
are beſt made by the deſignation of divine Providen 
which to every man appoints that ſphere , wherein he 
is bound to move regularly. Let us therefore humbly 
acquieſce to Gods wiſe diſpoſal, making that to be our 
ſtudy and work, which our ſtate and condition doth 
require frem us; and let our next care be , in the fe.” 
cond place, to be intent upon that, and to do it well. 
In what appears before the world , commonly men 
put a varniſh upon their a&ions and their behaviour ; 
when oftentimes at home they are looſe, tyrannical, 
and unjuſt. But aft in private and every where, #4an- 
quam ſub alicujus boni wviri, ac ſemper preſents oculy, 
ſaid Senec# ; as always in the fight of God; in the 
moſt publick view. For your ations at home, in your 
Cloſer and in your Family , are noted and regiſtred 
before 
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F before God; and 'tis by the doing them well, that 
" you advance forward towards perfection and glory. 
Hoc agt, hoc age, was often cried by a Herald whilſt 
the Heathen worſhipped their Gods; Mind your buſs- 
ue? mind that you are about. That we muſt do in all 
actions, even them that relate only to this life , dili- 
gently and faithfully ro do them. as. well as we can. 
'The praiſe of an Actor on the ſtage of this world , is 
to att His part well and decently, whatever it be; and 
thar muſt be our care, to be juſt and exatt in being a 
Servant or Maſter; Artiſt, or whatever it be. 
Ta ſo- being. conſiſts our perfeQion , and the demon- 
{tration of our love to God. 
, So likewiſe in things' that pertain. to - a better life.; 
when you pray, read or meditate , do it with a ſerious 
intentien;. apd the greateſt. application your mind is 
capable of. Do it as if you were now to die, and that 
yere the. laſt thing you ſhall ever do for God, and for 
your own Soul ; if you . be. in _baſte, ins hurry, 
and in & diſtration , you wholly loſe your time. and 
your: reward. 
It. is ſtoried in ſore of the Legends, thar at Pray- 
&rs S.Bernard ſaw divers Angels, noting down the be- 
baviour of rhe aſſiſtants ; ſome in golden Letters, ſome 
in Ink, and ſome in water only , according to the de- 
votion or negligeace. of them that. prayed, Though 
the relation looks much like a Fable , yet there is this 


no purpoſe who ſerve God without attention and with- 
out fervour , and do the buſineſs of their Soul in a 
careleſs and trifling way. 

As Mathematicians conſider an abſtrat quantity, 
got regarding whether of Gold or Clay ; ſo it is not 
ſo much. the matter of our aQtions; as the manner of 
doingthem, that moſt recommends them to: God, and 
makes. them, expreſſions of our love to.]J E SUS. 


As 


truth in | ir, Thar they certainly weary. themſelves to” 
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The Love of FESUS. | 
As for the ſecond Rule of .beazing patiently what... / 
ever happens. It muſt be alſo extended to the meaneſt © ** 
farrows and vexations, h 
"Io all things let us be content that Gods will ſhould 
take, place. Let us carebully ſecure our duty, and after- 
wards let us care for no more; leave the event to 
God, and let him chuſe for us. | 

It is to no purpoſe to reſolve to bear evenly great 
calamities , which perhaps ſhall never happen; to 
gather a ſtock of patience againſt violent perſecuti- 
ons and the flames of Martyrdom ; and . mean while 
to be fretfu! and angry for every loſs and trifling 
accident that crofſeth our humor. - This is but. ſelf 
deceit, and an imaginary patience , ſtoutly to reſolve 
upon great evils when they are faroff, and yield to 
leſſer when preſent. We arc rather to remember the 
words of our Bleſſed Lord , to take up our Croſs daily, 
and follow him. The word daily imports,.that the-ovite 
of every day are to-be born with patience and a:cotþ 
poſed mind, And that the wrongs and. vexations.ws 
meet withal in our intercourſe with others, as well ag 
great calamities, are our own proper croſs, which our 
Chriſtian profeſſion, and love to] E S US, obligeth us 
to bear and ſubmit to. 

When a rough-hewn Plank is to be joyned to one 
that is even, it muſt be plaiced and made ſmooth by 
great or ſmaller ſtrokes, at the workmans diſcretion ; 
our deform'sd Soul, or crooked Will is to be cloſe united 
to God, who is. moſt equal and pertect, therein conſiſts 
our happineſs; we mult therefore let ,him (who is 
pleaſed to undertake that work ) poliſh and reQifie 
our Soul, and make them conformable to his bleſſed 
Will, by. what means he pleaſeth ; ty great. or lcfler 
blows, according as he knows to be expedient. Let us 
follow the Prince of Sufferings by love and imitation, 
chearfully bearing our Croſs, whatever it be ; mind- 


ful of this profitable advice of the Son of Sirach. 


My 
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My Son, if thou come 20 ſerve the Lord , prepare thy 
ſeul for temptation; ſet thy heart aright and conftantiy 
endure, and make net haſte in time of trouble. What- 
foever is brought unto thee take cheerfully, and be 
patient when thou art changed to # low eftate. 

that fear the Lord will not diſobey his word, and.they 
that love him will keep his ways. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Some more particular direffions , bow to 
order our Lives by the Love of F E- 
SUS. 


Rom the happy and ſafe Cloiſter of Love, where- 

mn thou art entred , look not abroad upon that 
world thar lies in wickedneſs; Follow not the multitude 
” t0 do evil; for men take hand 
Vas tibi flumen moris in hand , and betray one ano- 
human. Aug. ther to folly and ruine. Gods 
| benefits are loſt upon the ma- 
jor part of them; they have no ſenſe of rhe divine 
mercies.; Ungratitude is their proper Character , and 
their greateſt guilt. Rare F pc felicibus are ; All 
might eaſily be happy , if they would love and be 
thankful. Read the Lives of primitive Saints , and 
conſider them that are now truly religious. and. good 
men. Converſe with them , and with them ltarn to 
ſpend thy time carefully and well. Time'is ſhort, and 
precious, ſpend it upon that that: will turn to account 
when 'time ſhall be no more. It leads to an endlefs 
Eternity, and it is given thee, to make that Eternity 
infinite in happineſs, a$ in duration. Indulge not then 
| eo 
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t idleneſs , for it will bring temptations upon thee, 
and make them prevailing. Lsbour, Warchfulneſs and 
Prayer, make us iForiow over fin, and win the incor- 
ruptible Crown, 

" Uſe all means whereby thou maiſt be advanced in 
thy way to Heaven; thou canſt never work out thy 
falvation (with too much care 

and diligence. 'Tis good to Pp _— —_O_ 
make ſure work in ſo great a "C1, canta; raves 
concern ; for multitudes periſh fme. 

through careleſneſs and pre- 

ſumption ; and the way to eternal life is ftreight and 
narrow. But im the uſe of ſuch means as I recom. 
mend, rake heed of deceiving thy ſelf, and reſting in 
outward obſervations, making that the end , which is 
only a way to lead thee to vertue. 

Thou maiſt carry thy Bible 
about, and read the Goſpel, 'Ou 3ap apery TY- 
and yet not be a good Clyi- m Uh KXpyoramy 
ſan. Thou maiſt go up to grsſroxues. 
the Temple to pray, faſt, and 
give alms, and profeſs the Non Hiereſolymis fu» 
greateſt ftrifineſs with the iſe; ſad Hiemreſolymis 
Phariſce, and yet ſtill be an #94 vixifft /andangun, 
hypocrite , except thou doſt M!&r0n- 
truly love God. 

Love therefore, and often think that thou ſhale die; 
for that will much increaſe thy diligence and thy fin- 
cerity. Many in the Church of Rowe put on when 
they die a Friers habit, and much confide therein: ; 
to thou put on by times thy dying thoughts, conſider 
Tioufly, and ſea] time as 'often 'as thou eanft}, to 
ſqueſter thy ſclf from the world, © Gods Tegres, Voice 
' not heard in the croud-, and no man. meditgtes.in 
the Market. Retire and think of death, and pur..on 
the affeQions of a penitent ; humility, ſhame; and ſor- 
ww for thy paſt follics; care and watchfulbeſs- for | 
+288 that 


Deus lat fpatizern wi 


m1nes . Proſp.A quit * 


Nemimem Chrift. num 
alfqne penitiniia mos 


operzer Ee, 


Optimam vite ratie- 
nem deligendam, & brevs 
£01 ſuetndine fiet jucunda, 


calle. | 


.nately, Gon.29.30. 


-; None paplulnm 14'0- 

_ Fands manibys ; nunc ge- 

"Gibdw' fie trande ,deinfle 

: vorpus Teftoiende', poſt 

( queaIſeendo,: 5 396 ſacr 11 6+ 
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y 


that reſt of time which God 


"t erimine; no» b-* gives thee to deſtroy thy (ing, 


and to ſave thy Soul. S. Auſtin 
o”® ='s death. bed wouls always 


have the Penitential Pſalms, ſaying that every Chri- 


{tian mult die a Penitent, So 
mult he live, that would live 
well ; for Contrition and Mor- 
tification will make thee cha- 
ritable and contented; will 
make thee deſpiſe the world, 
and chuſe the beſt and ſafeſt 
courſe of life , which if ſome 


thick hard at the firſt, will ſoon by uſe become 


When men have an opportunity to cat and drink, 
to obtain profit or picaſure, they ſeldom negle& it, 
and'put it off to nncertain delays: Now thou can(t, if 
thou wilt, ſerve! God, ſhew thy love to JESUS, and 
make ſure of Heaven, defer it not till time be paſt, or 
be worſe. Think what thou wouldſt adviſe thy Friend 
to do, and do thou act accordingly. 

. .,.Often-think upon thy reward, and look up to. Hea- 
.vea;;. Hopeiſets the world at work. Jacob's drodgery 
fourteen years-ſeemed but a few days to him , becauſe 
he had Rachel before his eyes, and loved her affeRtio- 


-+All-is not to be done to day, go on in the way of 
-loye and duty. Our life is a courſe, not a leap; there- 
fare faint wot , and be not diſpleaſed with thy (elf, it 


thou haſt not yet done what 
muſt not. be finiſht , ill thy 
life be fo. S. Anthony.s impa- 
tience was thus reproved and 
cured by an Angel, Hork now, 
8#fterward pray , then Yefreſ 
thy mearied nature ; and offer 

| tnat 


th, 
| be 
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that, return again ts thy labour and devotion. Let thus 


| be thy courſe all thy way, and ſalvation ſhall be thy 
end, 


Thu. betwixt Grace-11 d« Nature , betwixt Labour 


| and Relig'on diſtribute thy time ; and in all theſe, 
| ktthe love of JESUS accompany and direQ thee, 


and it will certainly bring thee to his glory; after 
thou haſt in rhis manner lived in his favour , thou 
ſhalt enter into his joy. 

1 love them that love me (faith the Lord) and they 
that ſeek me early ſhall find me, Prov.8.1 7, 


——. — 
— —— — ome Eros ———_ 


CHAP. AA 


That upon all acccunts, God ſhould be loved 
above all things. 


5 i He firft Conſideration is , tlyt it is moſt unjuſt 
and unreaſonable to love any Creature to the 
prejudice of the Creator, As all things have their 
being from God, ſo they have from him all rhe good- 
| neſs and beauty which makes them lovely to us, and 
God drawing upon vilible objefs fair Copies of his 
mvifible- perfeCtions , deſigned to be loved in them ; 
or that they ſhould be loved in him, and for his ſake. 
| If men being delighted with the beauty of the heg- 
venly Hoſt took them to be gods, let them know how 
much better the Lovd of them u , for the firſt Author 
if beauty hath crenred them ; far by the beayty aud 
greatneſs of the creatures proportionably. the Maker,of 
them is ſeen, Wiſd.1 3.3. Beauty and Goodneſs are the 
proper objeRt of love; and theretore, God who is'the 
*rſt and ſupreme beauty and goodneſs , ſhould . be 
loved before a!l things, ED 
We 


% 
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=> We indeed reverence Princes in their Seals and Arms, 
F”, in their meaneſt Servants cloathed with their Livery ; 
bur ſhould a SubjeRt ſer up theſe in the Royal Throne, 
and transfer to them, or even to the greatelt Favo- 
rite thoſe ſpecial honours which belong to the Prince 
only , he ſhould juſtly be deemed a Rebel , and hs 
proceedings would be as unjuſtitable , as the diſloyal 
diſtinQion of tak:mg arms by the Kings Authority a- 
gainſt his Perſon. Yet ſuch are the proceedings of all 
diſorderly Lovers, I mean of all Sinners ; who ſetting 
more of thcir affeions upon the Creatures, than upon 
God the Creator, pay them afterwards a greater 
veneration than they do tohim; having exalted ho- 
nours, pleaſu'es and riches into the mperial Chair, 
they do more for them than for the Sovercign himſelf; 
nay, they obey th:m to their prejudice, and againlt his 
expreſs commang. Thus vicious unreaſonable men burn 
in the ſhade, and freeze where the Sun ſhines ; they 
dote upon inferior Beauties , and neglet the higheſt 
and moſt perfect ; they take hre at dark ſhadows, and 
find no heat in the brightelt light. Great men have 
« reſpet paid them , in their degenerating poſterity ; 
great Artiſts are reſpected. in their liveleſs Children; 
we highly honour unhappy Pagans in thoſe labours of 
theirs, which adorn our Cloſets and Libraries : Gad 
only is diſhonoured in his works ; the more perfect he 
hath made them , the more injurious they prove to 
him.. Phidies and Apelles are remembred with vene- 
ration in a fine Picture or Statue : God only is in- 
gratefully forgotten in a love- 
Abſurdum oft, ginw ]y Creature whereof he is Ma- 
pefire Simula:re aderare, Ker. An abſurd impiety this is, 
| CY ”_ which Seneca reproved in his 
| my ; fellow Heathen, ta worſhip and 
; deifie the carved Image, aud 
to take notice of the Carver that made it. 


God 


lt 


— 
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God hath done like a loving Father, who jealqus 
of tis Sons affeEtions, would have none to attend him 
but ſach as wear his Livery ; would have the piQure 
of himſelf hang in every Room ;' and all the goods 
n the Houſe marked with his name and cypher : So 
God, who loves men tenderly , and defires to be by 
them luved again , hath put ſomething of himſelf in 
all rhe- Creatures he hath appointed to ſerve us ; that 
vhich way ſocver we turn our eyes ,; we might be put 
n mind of him ; he hath ſtamped his name in more or 
kfs legible CharaQters , - vpon all the goods and uten- 
ils of this great Houſe, the World , wherein he hath 
placed us; And now ſhall we co like 'a ſimple Child, 
yho turning his back upon his Father , ſhould leok 
ind ſmile on his Picture, and careſs it, and wait upon 
it and. ask it bleſſing , while he flights the original ? 
$ abſurd a thing would be counted madneſs, and 
move pity or laughter ; but when we att.the iame 
lly, in loving the world while wedeſpiſe God, we are 
bighly criminal, and we highly provoke our heavenly 
Father, thus to return ro him contempt and dilobedi- 
ence for the gracious tokens of his love. 

From hence it follows, that, as we ſhould love Gcd 
aboye all, and-all things, things in him and for him; 
ye ſhould alſo love thoſe things muſt , which have 
moſt of his impreſs and likeneſs. Therefore Man, 
vho is created after Gods image , ſhould be by us 
byed above all other Creatures ; and that part af 
man which is chiefly adorned _ with rhe likeneſs of 
God, ſheuld have the greater ſhare of our affeQion. 
bod himſelf values human Souls at a high rate, be- 
apſe they are like him ; as appears by what he hath 
tone and ſuffered ro. ſave them. And for the ſame 
maſon alſo, we ſhould pay to the Souls of men the 
kf part of that kindneſs we owe them; and if we 


Children do their Puppets; for they dreſs them fine, 
| I 


© pot , we give our Friends no greater love than 
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«x; 
we 2% 


= 08” The Reformed Monaſtery ; Or, 


, 
# - 
. - 


_ YP "; 
8. __ 
” 
y 


© 4 F and lay them ſoft , and kiſs and embrace them : Juſt 


- e 5 
a 


- 
- s x" 
Ja 
w # 


f 


as they who aim ar nothing more, than to make their 
Friends merry , to wiſh them toys and gaudy things, 
and to fee them at ceaſe. A fondneſs inexcuſable in 
rational Creatures, eſpecially in Chriſtians, who know 


the worth of an immortal Soul, and the great concern) 


of Eternity ; and yet ſeek only to gratifie the mare- 
rial part of their Friends,wbich is'ſubjeQ to corruption, 


and to engage: their affefiions to the world, which . 
paſſeth away and they muſt ſaon leave. As if when 


King Edwesrd the firſt was haſtning out of the Holy- 
land hither, to reccive the Crown which expeded hn, 
his Friends had ſtaid him by the way , and mvited 
him to reſt and eaſe, and provided for himall Princely 
gelights and entertainments, and retarded his coming 
ſd long, till he had forgot or loſt his right. and his 
Kingdom. What 4 mow profited, if he ſhall gain the 
whole world and loſe his own Soul ? and what ſhall a 
man give in exchange for Jau Soul ? 

We are indeed nuch commanded 70 lowe one ano- 
ther , and in this confiſteth one great half of our 
Religion, all juſtice and charity, and all the duties of 
the ſecond Table. To love our Brother as we ought, 
is the beſt demonitration of our love to God ; for he 
that (ays. be lowes Grd , and hateth hu Brother, is 


liay, ith $.Jobn, 2 Joh.4. 20. and /ove worketh we ill 


to bis neighbour , and is therefore the fulfilling of the 
Law; ſaith: SiPaxl, Rom. 1/3 10. but a man is to love 
his nerghbour as himſelf, Mat.19.19, and therefore as 
he is moſt obliged to ſeek for hinelf the kingdom of 
God and its righteouſneſs ; fo ſhould he in the firſt 


place endeavour to-procure it to. his' Friend. Or elſe 
we are io love one another as Chriſt hath \ loved 


1, Joh:13- 33+ and: that was in redeeming- our Souls, 
and purchaſing for us heavenly joys and eternal life; 


/not in providing cale and ſenſual pleaſures to our - 
bodies here in this world. 


" 


The reſult of this is, chat | 
mes 
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in the firſt place we ſhould love God infinitely , and 

for his own ſake; and that in the next , we ſhould * 
bye thoſe things moſt which have a neareſt relation 
God ; Grace and Vertue, Religion, Holineſs and 
Men ; eſpecially their Souls , which are an image of 
the Deity ; eſpecially ſanctified Souls, which are moſt 
ike God. Atterwards our leſſer love for leſs Divine 
Objects, may be reaſonable and innocent ; and-how- 


.Jrver we have ſecured a great duty and a great happi- 
Ines. To lowe God with all the heart, and with all 


the under ſtanding, and with all the ſoul, and with all 
the frength , and to love his neighbour as himſelf, is 
more than all whole burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, 
Mar.13.33- 


CHAP. XX. 


That as it 1s oft juff, fo it is moſt eafſe 
fo Ieve God. | 


Second conſideration may be, that it is moſt 
juſt and caſie to love God. That it is molt juſt, 
s ſhewn al along this diſcourſe, wherein I have re- 
neſented the .more general and moſt excellent benefits 
o God to mankind ; all the which challepge and de- 
lrve the greateſt Love our hearts are capable of. 
God had required of his People , that the Firſt-torn 
2d the Firſt-fruits ſhould be conſecrated to him, 
tereby to acknowledge him the author of all their 
and the giver of all their increaſe. Now 


be Firſt-born ef our Souls, the Firſt-frujrs of our 
$ is love, which God, who gives us all things, 


gm: ids 2$ an acknowledgment trom”us, Thou fac 


bre the Lord thy God with all thy heart , and Wit 
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— "all thy Sou]. We therefoge commit 2 greater Sacriledge, 
© 3. we deny him fo juſt a tribute, than if a Jew had 
* robb'd him of his firſt Grapes , or of his firſt Ears of 
Corn. But it is ſo much the more jult, in that 't is 
moft eaſe to love God. Infinite perte&tions, an abyſs 
of Goodneſs , whence Rivers and Oceans of good. 
things do perpetually flow , one would think ſhould 
ſwallow up the hearts and affections of men, as in- 
deed it doth of all that duly conſider it. And more 
perſely of beatified Saints, and of thoſe bleſſed Spi- 


for him. Beſides, *ris natural for men to love what is 
theirs, propriety begets or increaſeth love : Now God 
is our God; he hath given himſclf for us, he doth 
now, and will more intirely hereafter give himſelt to 
us ; he made us for the enjoyment of himſelf, and for 
that purpoſe he hath redeemed us; and that we might 
all ſay, with David , O Ged, thou art my God, that 
God might ſhew his kindneſs and endear himſelf to 
us, and affert our right to him, he hath aſſumed the 
names of thoſe relations who love us beſt , whom we 
love moſt tenderly , and whom we count moſt ours. 
God the Father is pleaſed to be called our Father, God 
the Son our Brother , and God the Holy Ghoſt our 
Comforter, as it were our Friend ; thereby to expreſs 
% that affetion which he hath for us, and the propriety 
| | which we may claim in him» 
" Nimis durus eff ani» Sure 'tis an eafie thing to love 
wmus,qui amerem erft wltre them thar love us; and where 
nen impendat; noltt tamen Gol hack expreſt & ack 
Ins. Ang. love, tis ſtrange] I if 
, tis ſtrangely unnatural it 

we are not affetcd with it, 
Every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts, 
faith the Wiſe man, Prov.19.6. Now, what gifts hath 
our God givenus! or rather, what gifts hath he not 
given us! and what perverſe violence do they offer 
nature that ſfeck” to 'contute Solomons ſaying in this 
| inſtance 


rits who miniſter before his Throne, and are all flame _ 
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inſtance where it ſhould be mgft true. 


Wherefore S. Aug. faith , that 
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Certainly, "tis 
an-eaſie thing to love infinite perfe&ipns , an infinite 
goodneſs ; one that ever did , and eyer doth us good ; 

from whom we daily receive favours, ſo great.and ſo 
many, that we can tel] neither their worth nor number, 


Tote; m bi dicere, non 
hates quod tribuam egen- 
!t, non peſſum jejuuare , 
nen poſſum flere, "Num 
qu'd pores mit dicergicha- 
7.tatemn habers non poſſum, 


Cc. 


to love God is {o natwal , fo 
eaſie, ſo infinitely juſt, and fo 
much our duty , that to omit 
it can admit of no plea nor 
pretence , and 1s inexculable, 
and criminal in the higheſt 
degree, Perhaps thou wi:lr ſay. 
I cannot faſt, I cannot weep. TI have not what to give 
to the poor ; but canſt thou ſay, I cannot love God? 
is there any obſlacle in thy way ? doft thon wane in- 
ducements, or a heart to do it ? No, doubrleſs 'tis the 
eaſieſt thing in the world to love: him thar is nioſt 
lovely, to love our greateſt Benefador,' to love him 
who is infinitely kind and loving to vs. Some vertnes 
require opportunities, and cannot be exerciſed for wart 
of them ; but whether thou beeſt ſickly or healtly, 
whether thy condition be high or low , whether thiy 
leifare be much or little, whe- 
ther thy Calling be eafie or 
hborious , thou maiſt love; 

Love doth not pinch the Belly, 
wearies not the Hands, makes 
not the Head'ake, cmpries not 
the Purſe ; for Love is neither 
grief nor pain, 'tis eafie to 
all men, none can plead any excuſe againſt it. 


Facili: res eRF, Domine 
JESU CHRISTE 
ſuperamande, dileltio tws, 
a qua nullws exjuſcungqye 
fRatn', gradus, ant con- 
ditienis exiftat excnſavi 
poreft, 6, 
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CHAT. AI. 


An Objetion anſwered, which might be 


. 


raiſed again#} this Book and its Snb- 
geet.- 


Ow here I will digreſs a little to anſwer two 
| Objeftions , which poſſibly might be made a- 
gainft what I have ſaid of Divine Love. The firft, 
that I have bumanized it too much ; that whereas it 
is ſupernatural and ſhould be fpiritual , I have mage 
it alnaſt palpable and ſenſible. To this I ſay , that 
whether we ſet our love upon earthly or heavenly 
.things, upon God or upon the World , ftill it is the 
ſame paſſion, which reſides in the ſame human faculty, 
The Will of man, and the effefis thereof are alike 
.evideat andrea]. He that truly Joves God, hath that 
Game hearty affefion, as to the kind, as one Friend 
hazh for another ; only being joyned with greater 
reverance and. ſubmiſſion to ſo glorious 2a Majelty , it 
is called Relig:ous and Dewour. But a fincere lover of 
JESVS will ſeek to pleaſe him, and to be with him, 
and to-enjoy him, and de all that for him, which 
men would- do for thoſe whom they love heartily ; all 
the difference is, that Divine Love hath its proper 
. expreſſhons, can neVEr be top great , and is in all re- 
pes infinitely mare excellent than the love of any 
Creature. Therefore, if in {:me places I have re- 
preſented things plainly, and made that in ſome man- 
ner to be touched by ſenſe , which is only the object 
of Faith, my deſign was thereby to move the affedti- 
ons, and to bring down the notions of Religion from 
the head into the heart. Faith ſhould be the ſubſtance 
of things. hoped for, the evidence of things not rs 
Heor. 
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Hebr.t 1.1. We ſhould conſider things of Faith , whe- | 
cher paſt or tro come, as if rhey had now & real ſub- 
iltence; as it they were preſent before our eyes; theit 
greatneſs then would be better viewed, and have the 
greater power upon us; as Moſer, who by confideratioh 
ſreing him who is inviſible, ver. 27. was thereby ena! 
bled to prefer the afMlictions of Gods People rv the 
pleaſures and dignities of the Courts of Pharaoh, 1 


believe it was a great advantage to the Piety of Pri- 


mitive ages, that they lived near the time 'wheri-thoſe 
things were: ated, which we now-believe at a greater 
diſtance ; for then the Revelations: of the New Tea? 
ment were every Chriſtians d;ſcourſe and admiration ; 
the proximity of the times made them almolſt'vifible, 
and the recent footſteps -of thoſe great tranfaQions 
gave them a kind of ſenfibility, whereby their thoughts 
and conkderations were drawn and retained, 2nd made 
ſerious and efficacious. And I believe it may be a 
great cauſe of the. degeneracy of theſe after Ages , 
that Faith is become too notional , too Metaphyſical 
and-abftrated; a matter. of. diſpute and ſtience; rather 
than" of *praftice and conſcience ; whereas we ſhould 
veſt the great objets of our Faith with material cir- 
cumſtances, to make them in ſome manner the gbject 


of ſenſe; that to us it might be ſaid, as S$: Pan! toghe 
Gailnuanz; Before your ejery FESUS CHRIST 
hurh been evidently ſet forth , crucified among you, 
Gal.3.1. and that, in all other inſtances , oor Faith 
might 'be- to us-rhe evidence of things 108 jeen. Wheri 


| we look upon'the things of Revelation 4s far diftant 


from us, they appear hardly credible, and not much to 
be regarded ; but a cloſer viewing of them , by a 
nearer and almoſt ſenſible confideratioPwould make. 
thera appear /great- and wonderful , would make deep 
and laſting impreſſions on our minds, 2nd' cauſe us'to 
ay-out with grief and wonder ; Lord,. what is man 
tar thou art thus--mindful of him 1! 'or rather, whar 


b LY is 
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is man, that he is unmindful of thee !' However;1 have 
the Warrant,and 'do claim the priviledge"of them that 
write Meditations, and make Contemplations palpable 
and to be ſeen ; to ſuppoſe Dialogues, to deſcribe what 
was paſt long ago, as now in doing, and to repreſent 
things as pteſent and vilible ; and well we may, cſpe- 


cially when we treat of the Love of God ſhewed to, | 1 


mankindin JESUS, tor that Love became palpable, 
and converſt amongſt men, and was maniteſted te ſenſe 
in the birth, the ations , and the ſufferings of our 
. bleſſed Saviour ; who by becoming man, ſeemed to 
comply with that unjuſt and yet general defire; which 
men had of worſhiping human Creatures, and. ha- 
ving things viſible and material for the objett of their 
devotion and Religious love. 


| CCOTES 


CH AP. XXII. 


The ſecond Obje&ion concerning the' Love of 
FESUS, anſwered. 


He other ObjeQion would perhaps be made by 

them who ſcruple and refuſe to bow at the Holy 

Name of ]E SUS, and who might ſay, that I have 
mentioned it too often, and too often call'd Divine 
Charity, The Love of JESUS; and that in {6 
doing I have been cither ſuperſtitious or injurious to 
God. To this I anſwer, That as our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſaith, He that hateth me, hateth my Father alſo, Joh.t y. 
23. ſowe may ſay, that be that loveth him loveth his 
Father alſo : For the Father, the Son , and the Holy 
Ghoſt are one and the ſame, God bleſſed for ever; He 
that loweth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is 
begotten, and ſo reciprocally. The Divinc —_— 
ut 
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but one, it admits of no diviſien; therefore whatever 
honour is paid toone of the Divine Perſons, is paid ta 
all three ; the Ever glorious Trinity is honoured by 
it. Bur then it muſt be conſidered, that JESUS, the 
ſecond perſon of that Bleſſed and glorious Trinity, 
1s not only God, but alſo Man , and ſo Mediator be- 
twixt God and Man ; fo that by and through him we 
pray, we worſhip, we love God. This is the great, the 
molt excellent benefit of God to his Church , that he 
gave JESUS CHRIST his Bleſſed Son to bethe 
head of it ; who prays for us, 

and prays in us, and is prayed Qui orat pro nebis , 
to by us, as S. Aug. ſaith. As 974" nobis ; &* orarur 
God manifeſted his love to ***%* 

Menin JESUS; fo in JE- 
SUS men offer the returns of their love to God ; In 
thu was manifeſted the love of God towards uw , bee 
cauſe God ſent hu only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him, 1 Joh. 4. 9. and in this is 
manifeſted our Jove towards God , that" we receive and 
love, and obey that Son. With this God is in no wiſe 
offended, but rather infinitely well pleaſed ;, he that 
loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, ſaith our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Joh. 14.21. If a man love me, he. will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him , and we will 
come unto Him, and make our abode with him, ver.23. 


' and'again, If any man ſerve me, him will my Father 


henour, Joh.12.26. nay, he expreſly tells-his Diſciples, 
that the Father loved them, becauſe they loved him, 
whom the Father had ſent ; The Father himſelf. loveth 
you, becauſe ye have loved me, Joh.16.2 7. For though 
we owe our Redemption to the infinite mercies' of 
God, Father , Son and Holy Ghoſt ; yet in a..more 
eſpecial manner we are engaged to the Son , who 
perſonally came down from Heaven , fer us men and 
for-our ſalvation. FESUS is the anchor and finiſber 
of "our Faith, he is the Founder of our Holy Religion ; 
I 5s it 
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it is he hath given us thaſe Laws and Precepts whereby 
we are to live; it is he from whom we are called 
Chriftians ;' it is he, who for us deſpi/ed the ſhame, an 
endured the Croſs , who hath ſhed his Bloed, and 
given his Life a ranſom for ours ; it is he 'who by. 
contrafting a near relation with us , tecoming our 
Brother , hath cauſed us to be adopted Sons of God, 
and heirs with him of an eternal Kingdom ; it is he 
who can ſave them to the uttermoſt that come to 
God by, him; it is he who is 

Caput-pefitum mm c@- the Head of the Church, to 
leftibns corpus ſwurm gu- yhom we mult be united by 
_ 'h non, Love , that we may be bis- 
charitate, Aug. members, and derive life from 
him ; it is he who is our Lord 

and Maſter, and will be our Judge and our Rewarder, 
if we be faithful to him. For #his.end Chriſt died and 
Foſe 'again , that he might be Lord both of the dead 
and living, faith S. Paul, Rom.14.9. God hath made 
that ſame FESUS , whom ye have crucified , both 
Lord and Chriſt, him God hath exalted with his right 
hand tobe a Prince and Saviour, faith S. Peter, AQt:2, 
36. and'5.31. All power is given him in Heaven 
and Earth ; and he muſt Reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his. feet. Hence the frequent and ur- 
gent exhortations to follow and imigate , to ſerve and 


obey JESUS; Hence thoſe patherick words of 


S. Paul, The love of Chriſt conſlraineth us, 2 Cor.s.1 4, 
and again, What. things were gain to me 1 counted 


. toſs for Chriſt ; yea doubtleſs, and I count all things 


loſs for the excellency of the Knowledge of FE SUS 
GHRIST my Lord , for whom I hare ſuffered the 
loſs of- all things, and do count them but dung that- 1 
may win Chrift, Phil.3.9,8. "Tis JESUS hath won 
our hearts to God; 'tis he hath reconciled us from a 
ſtate of Enmity to a ſtate of Love. Belides, that God 
vas juſlly angry for our.rebellions , his glories are fo 
bright, 
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{ bright, ſo amazing, his Divine Majeſty ſo th F thar. 


wilove 4 Being fo infinitely 

above 'us, might have been Nm _ convent 
thought prophancſs or- ' pre 2900: a Yu07 a 
ſumprion ; reſpect, not friend- ur, Majeſtes & Amore 

ſhip, is the affeftion of Sub- 

jeas to Princes. ÞIey7eds Oc0g was an ordinary F- 


| pithite for the Heathen gods, who were thought to be 


envious rather than loving to men; and even the 
Iſraelites were amazed and terrified at the ſight of a 
heavenly Meſſenger, crying. We ſhall die, for we have 


ſeen God. "Tis the great humiliation of JESU S, 
hath procured and cſtabliſhed an everlaſting © recon- 
ciliation and friendſhip betwixt God and man. God 
commended his love towards us, in that while we were. 
yet ſfixmers Chriſt died for us, Rom. 5.8. and now, there 
is neither death, nor life , nor Angels , nor any othev 
(reature cam ſeparate ws from the love of God whicls 
im CHRIST FESUS our LORD, Rori-8.3 94 
+ Therefore for a reward of the great ſufferings and 
abaſement of JESUS, God hath given lim a ſu« 
preme' Authority over all the world ; Men and Angels 
being made ſubjeft wnto him ; beeaule he mite 
himſelf of no reputation, and took on hins the form of 
# ſervant, and humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
mt + denth, even' the death of the Croſs, therefore 
God hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which" is above every name; that at the name of 
JESUS every thing ſhould bew, of things in heavert 
and things en earth, and things under the earth ; ane 
every tongue ſhould confeſs, that FESUS CH RI ST 
is the 'Lord, to the glory of God the Father, Phil.2.7,9 
&c. Our love and obedience to FESUS detogarey 
nothing from, but belongs to God : +*Tis #6 #}- Clovy 
bf God the Father. God hath highly cxaltedJE SUS 


for his humiliation . and for the'ſame cxuſe we ovght 


allo ro o love and exalt him as much as poſhbly we'can} 
becauſe 
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_becduſe ir wag for us. ; not or ly. boy at his name, but 
even kneel and kiſs the ground, when he. only ſees Us 3 
ne tear of, exceeding here, no fear of ſuperſtition ; we 
can never ſhew him too much loye or reſpect. Pſal.71. 
All Kings ſhall fall down before him, alt Nitions ſhall 
do him ſervice : Prayer ſhall be made unto h,m , and 
daily ſball he be praiſed. Amen, 


ct 
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CH AP.:. XXII. 
That it is moſt pleaſant and ſafe to love God. 


Third Conſideration will be,that it is moſt plea- 
fant and fafe to Jove God, Love may cauſe 
trouble, bur it- certain]y is the ſpring or parent of all, 
joy and fatisfaQion. He that. hath an affection to. 
nothing, hath pleaſure in nothing , could the imagi- 
gary inſcnſibleneſs of the Stojcks really ſeize upon 
any man; if he could never be miſerable , he would 
alſo be uncapable of 'all happineſs. 'Tis true indeed, 
that the love of worldly things, in that they are vain 
and periſhing, is it ſelf vanity and vexation ; qui 
, anultum amas plus dolet , is certainly true of all but 
the Divine Love. He that hath, many friends hath 
many ſorrows ; he that loves may things hath many, 
things to fear for : Tis only God that hath thoſe 
infinite excellencies , which can fu'ly repleniſh our 
minds and defires: "Tis only God that admits of »0 
wvariableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning ; and there- 
fore 'tis the love of God alone , that can'make us 
eternally and entiely bappy. It is reported of a 
perſon of great ſanCtity, that an evil Spirit confeſt to 
him, that were it poſhble for one who loves God to 
come into Hell ; yet were it impoſſible he ſhould be 
miſerable, but that it would ratker fink Hell it ſelfand 

| " mare 
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make it diſappear, or elſe make it 2 Paradiſe for him: 
Though the relation may be fabulous , yet I believe 
the thing it ſelf is true; he that js joyned to Godby 
love; and; ſo pofſeſt of him , who is the fountain of all 
Joy and: Bliſs, it,is nor pollible he can be miſerable ; 

Deſpair , the hell of the damned can never ſeize his 
Soul. However, I am confident that the love of God 
would ſ{weeren all the bitterneſs of our innocent miſe- 
rics,that itis only the imperfection of a Chriſtians love; 
that expoſeth his mind to the: vexation of. humau (or= 


' rows. I-am not (to my.grief) a cumpetent-witnels. 


to this truth ; bur there. have-beer» many! Saints; and 
devout perſons, who, in. the fervency of. their love: r@ 
God,' have found thoſe joys, 
thoſe raviſhments of joy which —** erwn ſets py ner 
are ineffable, and ny made +. GOT 
them, in ſome manner inſenſi- .. 
ble and incapable of any great ſorrow. And vet! the 
lefler love of more imperteQ , though ſincere Chriſti- 
ans, gothjin a great. meaſure rake away the ſenſe of 
luman calamities, and brings to their minds the 
greateſt conrentment and delight this world is capable 
of. . 
« A mans heart is more where Magi of wbi amar, 
it loves than where it lives; 9% #05 anamar. 
He, that, loveth awellath' in 
God, and God in him, 1 Joh. 4. 16. and what j greater, 
what more excellent Bliſs can | 
we imagine. or deſire? what Dew Charitas off, quid 
ſtronger expreſſion could one P on & SIE 
find ro expreſs the higheſt feli- _ quid ſoeqrine? 4 
cities? to dwell in God! to be Dis in to, quid jucun- 
ſwallowed up in an abyſs of div? Bern. - 
infinite Goodneſs ! . to be over- 54 
whelmed, in the immenſity of Divine Joys = 
Rion!, as an atom in the air, 2s a drop of wat 
the Ocean ; ſa he ihas dwolleth in love _ 
G8 
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* God: Nothing can better repreſent thoſe tranſcendent 
and delicious raptures> where. 

Extaſn facit awer, With the Soul is inebriated and | 
dimarores ſun flats dim»  railed above it ſelf, Thig | 
wary ſob juries oſs nen-Guit. was it made the holy Martyrs 
DionyL. de divin. nom: qo and rejoyce in the midſt 

of the flames; they dwelt in 
Gad.; no {orrow, no harm could approach them. Happy 
arethey. can fay-with S. Paul, Oar life is hid with Chriſt 
in:Ged, Col. 3. 3. and Þ lives yet not 1, but Chriſt 
Huath im me, "Gal. 2. 20. The Love of God fits us for 
the joys of Heaven, and is an anticipation of: them ; 
ic powerfully governs the Will, and it ſweetly overflows 
the Mind; it is the perfe&tion of Grace, and will be 
the conſummation of Glory ; bur 'tis much eafier and 
happier-to feel than to expreſs it. How much better is 
thy love than wine , and the' ſmell of thine: ojntment. | 
8hon all ſpices? Cant.g.10. | 

One thing that adds much to- the worth' and the 
pleaſure of Divine Love, is that it-never fails; it is of | 
the nature of its object, eternal, as God is ; whether | 
there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether-theve be | 
tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be knowledge, it 
ſhall vaniſh away ; but Charity never faileth, 1 Cor. 

13. $. Faith and Hope may accompany vs'as far-28 Bu 
Heaven gate, but there they -forſake us; the-one 18 k 4] 
rurned:into fight, and the other: into enjoyment ; Love 5 
alone enters and abides - with us''to erernity. Our EY 
greateſt ſafety therefore; as well as pleaſure, conſiſts in ; 
loving God affeAjonately ; for that Love which never 
faileth ſecures our duty here, aud our happineſs here- 
| after. Wear ſurenever to live, and.never to perith 

in ſin, if we. love JE SU $ſineerely ; Herhat dwellerh 
in love dwelleth in God - and ' there neither ſi nor | 
-" Bui refert natura eſſe, mMiſery-can come: to hurt him. 

pero: offici veluntaze? © What matters it then'to-'be 
A 5. ©by nature, what plas 
2 "TE 6c y 
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The Lowe of FESUS.  »yxs 
«* by choice and affeQion? If of our ſelves: were: ny 
holy. ane happy , we may be fo. by Love; the leve 'of 
Cod will trangform us into his'narure, and'make'vs | 
takers of his holinefs and happineſs: Love killsus in« 
our ſelves, that we. may live in God'; Otcridir quod 
fuimns, ut ſimw quod nen coamus, Aug. It makerh/ 
ſuch 8 change in us, that we ate no-longer what we- 
wergs I to the ſinfulneſs and: re "nt 
wretchednefs. of our condition. Afexdate' vous facip: 
The New Gommandment maketh Nnen nouns, hominag: 
the New Creature; men become pena Deans 6d oof 
: ur. Aug. 
gods: by lowing God. Love con- .. 5 
liders and diſchargeth all the duties' of Religian ; 'it 
allows of no omiſſion ner tranſgreffion ; Love is the 
fulfilling of the: Law ; this is love, that we keep his 
Commandments, 2 Joh.6. 1! ſanfte & ſuf agir; qul 
ſanam habe ailitiomem. Aug, ; | 
He is a holy man whoſe love Non facigyt bones wel 
is holy, for Love having the 74/95 morer, niſt bong vel 
rule ard direQtion'of all mang. 4 «res. Aug, 
paſlions and affeRiong, they be- | 
como either good or bad according to the rarrme of what 
they. love. Therefore to know whether a- wan be yer- 
tuous or no, We enquire nat what his condition. is, or 
what arc. his parts and learning ; but what he delights 
in, What he loves; for if he loves the world' and bim- 
ſelf, he is certainly vain and vicious; butif he Joves 
God, he is. pious and good, and of a certainty he can 
never: periſh. 

If natural Love be ſo powerful and aQive, as we 
know it is ; how-much more when it is ſet upon God, 
and by him aſſiſted ? This therefore doth greatly. ma- 
nifeſt how. ſeeure and well guarded they are that love 
God, in.that their holy love mafters and mortifes their 
unholy affe&ions. What is it that hurries-men to Sin 
and Hell, and deftrution , but their maſterleſs and 
unruly: paſſion ? now Loye cannot only ſabdue' them, +] 

| bur 
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the Love of God ſanQiifies all paſſions,and makes them 


n 


it even makes them uſeful and ſubſervient to vertue ; 


riceable. If ir cannot make him meek who is of 


_— angry nature , it will make him angry againſt ſin, 


and againſt himſelt a ſinner ; if ir doth not make him 
bold and generous whoſe temper inclines him to timo- 
rouſne(s ; it will turn his fear intoprudence, and make 
him not dare to offend God; if it makes himwmor 
chearful who naturally is melancholy ; it will turn his 
ſadneſs into penitent ſorrow , and make him a bleſſed 
7.237 Mourner. And ſo all other paſ- 
" Any bi venerit, ca- 1008, Love will make them in- 
tore in ſotraducit & cap- ſtruments of vertue , or occa- 
tivat af« Fs. S.Bern. fons of a greater reward ; 
that is, it will either fight and 
eonquer them, or elſe put them to a good uſe. Love 
is obeyed wherever it appears, and Divine Love is ir- 
Wn ; ] reliſtible ; it overcomes all dit- 
Nymen difficultatis & ©. 1ties, nay,it ſcorns the name 
Ms 24 of difficulties, ſaith S. Auguſtin ; 
It u as flirong and wviforious as Death. 
_ Happy and ſafe are they that love JESUS; for 
that Love it js makes the diffe- 


0k, panriney rence betwixt ſincere and falſe 
7 kin eff qued dividit Chriſtians , betwixt thoſe that 


inter ftios regns aterm, & ſhall be Heirs of ſalvation and 
flies perditionis. Aug.de thoſe that ſhall go to perdition, 
Trindlibe1 5:cap-18, betwixt Heaven and Hell. Ma- 

ny priviledges may belong to 
the Tares while they grow in the ſame held with the 
Wheat.; many Sunſhine days they may have, and 
many. drops of Dew and Rain may fall upon them; 
bur they. are not rooted and grounded in lowe, therefore 
they. are plucked up and withered, and burned. Many 
gifts of. the Divine Spirit wicked mea may receive ; 
they may. prophecy and do miracles in Chriſts name, 
they may excel in ſome vertues ; but. the grace of Cha- 
| | rity 
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rity they never receive, the love of God never dwells 
In their hearts, © Thou maiſt 


** be baptized ( faith S. Aug.) Habere Boptiſma & 


* and yet not be good; thau  ma*%.ol* Pe; baherts 


. Tra®t. 7: it 
* maiſt have knowledge and Tohan, [I Y 


* remain vicious ; thou maiſt L NOAY 
** be called a Chriltian,and be none; but thou can not 
* love God and be wicked ; thou canſt not Jove 
* God, but thou muſt be holy and happy. Thus we 
ſee, Love affords the greateſt pleaſure, and the greareſt 
ſafety this world'is capable. of. The leve of JESUS 
is -2 precious Jewel. precious ; 
beyond gold and the 'beſt of qhariras eff amor ve- 
pearls; he that hath it, hath raw ques no» miſt velenges 
an infinite treaſure, and it is <mirimau, Aug, * 
{o much the more to be valued, | 
becauſe we may acquieſce in its poſſeſſion ; we can 
never loſe it'except we will. :We may loſe our riches, 
-and we may loſe our health';": we'my loſeout learning 
'and our eloquence ; 'we may: loſo'our: friends and/or 
lives ; -but the love of God' we cani never loſe withodr 
our conſent ;//no time, no for.: 3: ,'- © '2 
rune, no Tyrant can fnatch it . pry, brmwm lid, 
by force. out of our hearts; quod non peter invituy 6 
as *tis never given againſt our mittere, Aug. 
will, ſo againſt our will it can | 
never be taken away. Charity - Quinquageſima-: 
never faileth. O Lord , who Sunday. 
haſt taught ws , that all our ; 
doings *'without Charity are nothing worth, ſend thy 
Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that moſt excellent 
gift of Charity , the very bond of Peace and of: all 
wertues, without which whoſoevcr liveth us counted 
dead before thee ; grant thus for thine only Sen JESU'S 
Chriſis ſake. Amen. | 
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CH AP. XXIV. 


That Love brings the moſ' laſting joy and 


ſatisfaFion to the Soul. 


He fourth and laſt Canſideration is;That the love 

. of God is the ſolid joy and laſting tranquility 

of the Soul. No tormenting fear or ſadneſs can har- 
-beur in a heart thas loves God ; the Motto of Love 
might well be that of a late order of Knighthood at 

Mantua, meant of the Holy Chalice,, Niki ifto triſte 
, recepro ;, Grief and the love of God. are incompatible ; 
no ſadneſs ſhould enter that Breaſt wherein dwells 

Divine Love. I need not treat at large of thoſe many 

doubes and. terrors concerning future happineſs, which 
grieve and almoſt diſftratt . the hearts of many Chriſti- 
. ans, to! prove that it is a-happyithing to be freed from 
.them;. there. are few,, but-arcſq far acquainted with 
then 24 retdbly rorafſert toit}y it will'be| more to pur- 
poſe to {New that the Love of God is the beſt remedy 

againſt them,the beſt Balfom to heal # wounded Spirs. 

' Some perſons frem their poverty, bodily pains, or other 
afflictions draw this moſt afflictive inference;that God is 

not their friend,arnd that therefore their condnion!is dan- 

gerons:and very bad,if notquite deſperate. Andthis adds 

fuch a weight to their Croſs,that they have no (trengrh 

to. bear it, but are ready to fink ; whereas:the Love of 

(God hath enabled thouſands (to: bear a heavier with 


"patience, with: fortitude, and even with cheartulneſs; 


1 rake pleaſure in infirmities, and diftreſſes, and nece|- 
ſiries, for Chriſts ſake, ſaid S. Paul, that great lover of 
JESUS. He that would ſuffer for God,will ſuffor-from 
God; he that ,wou!d die and be crucified. for | E 3 US, 


will willingly bear that Croſs which] ES US Jays. 
And-:indeed 'tis a greater vertue,_ 
 meekly,. 


upon his ſhoulders. 
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meekly, and thankfully to accept. of thar correQtion-. ' 
wherewith God viſits us, than voluntarily to ieflidt the 2 
greatelt ſufferings on aur ſelves ; what proceeds from 
God is ever belt for us, an4 moſt pleaſing to him, No 
Patient will queſtion rhe love of that Phyſician. who 
is his intimate friend ; for that he makes incifions,and 
applics cauſticks vpon himand makes him drink bitter 
potions ; all this he takes to' be for his own good, as 
proceeding from his friends affection, after this manger, 
he that loves Gad will receive afliftions from him; 
and gratefully acknowledge with Dewa, 1 brow that 
of wery faichſolnsf, thou haſt cauſed.-me #0 be troubled. 
Knowing that a4 things work together for the good. of 
| zhem that love God; he will harbour no thoughts of 
diffidence, nor queſtion Gods Jeving: kineneſs to bim; 
but reſts ſatisfied, that while he loves God nothing can 
kort him, and that whatever happeos is certainly for 
his greater Advantage. 

But 'tis not always the farmaof Adverfity that 
| bring theſe dark and giſinal Clouds 6n the winds of 
men; they come ſometimes! in. fair wedtther.; in-che 
greateſt proſperity. Whence 'tis: in yain to-examine; 
better it is to drive: them away , for they are as-mif- 
chievous as black. They caſt a damp' upon mensdpirits, 
| and frome their beats in ſuch 2 manner thart-they can 
receive no- ſpiritual joy ; they ſo weaken their hands 
| and feet, thar they can, hardly wark for God.,; ar walk 
in his ways: ſo that ther condition is ſad indeed, not 
becauſe God is their enemy ,, but becauſe they being _. 
wareaſonably afraid of it, are thereby hindred from -- |. 

} being his friends. To this evil none: cat preſcribe = ® 

better remedy than, Love; let ſuch perſons love /God 
heartily, and all theſe terror will vaniſh away like the 
vain images of a terrible dream, when one awaketh; 
Love begets love, therefore we ſhould love God, breaufe 
be firſt lowed ws, and love begets 2 cantidence ob 


lbved " o tharif we love God, weſhall-noriltoni 
| doube 
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'Y bur that we are loved by him ; and then all is 
: well. And if ar firſt our hearts donot melt into devont 
- affeRions, and are not repleniſhed with the ſweetneſs 
"and comfort of love, let us not be diſmayed ar it, nor 
"too much ſtudy our own diſturbed thoughts and appre. 
henſions ; but let us continue to give God demonſtra- 


do that which he commands, or that which will pleaſe 
.bim, though uncommanded ; and then either holy joys 
'*:and extafies will come, or it will be as well w]thcnt 
*them. No- man is afraid of his friends , nor of thoſe 
- whom he ſerves and obligeth; we eaſily ſoppo'e that 
\ they love us whom we love , and that they to whom 
'we' do good will be Kind to us; therefore let us ſhew 
:to God all the love we can, and by words and aGtions 
;proteſt that we ſ{cck to pleaſe him, and our hearts will 
ſoon be poſleſt with a bleſſed aſſurance that we are dear 
to him, and that he will never be cruel and ſevere to 
10s. ©*Tis reported of a Religious Perſon , whoſe Soul 
-* was grieved and wounded with'doubts and fears, and 
'« with ſadneſs, that while he was one day weeping and 
* praying thus. O' that I were ſure that I ſhall per- 
-© ſevere and never fall from God ! O thar I were 
& ſure that God loves me , and that I ſhall one day 
* ſce his bleſſed Face ! How zealous then would I be 
" < in mortifying my fins, and doing my duty ! how 
* chearfully would I ſerve God every day, and take 
* pleaſure in ſuffering for him ! how would I deſpiſe 
$* the world aud its vanities, and fix my thoughts and 
".* affections ou things above ! While he was thus ex- 
| ©preſling the ſorrows of his troubled mind, he heard 
| -* the whiſpers of a fecret voice, which told him, fac 
©: :< qued faceres, do now what thou wouldſt do. if thou 
” ,% hadft all thoſe aſſurances. With this he found him- 
1% ſelf fo affeled and refreſhed , that he took it as an 
- *:Dracle from heaven, and in obeying of it found thoſe 
;* comforts he begged. Better counſel I cannot give 


I thee; 


'tions of hive, to abſtain from what he forbids, and to. 
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, thy meek ſubmiſſion,thy ſincere obedience and thy free-, 
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The Love of F E SUS. 


thee ; fac quod faceres, dowhat thou would(t do, if thy 
difident timorouſneſs and jealouſics were confuted'by a 
voice from heaven,and they will ſoore be removed. .Let 


will Offerings ſpeak thy love to God; and thou ſhalt : 
ſoon find thy ſelf perſwaded that God loves thee dearly,, ©? 
and that thy condition is ſafe and happy. Other aſſu- = 
rance we arenot to expeQt in this world, and this 1s not 
to be obtained any other way ; ſhould thy comfort pro- 
ceed from any thing elſe but thy humble and devout 
love to God,it would be fincy and preſumption ; whereas 
ſo, it is well grounded and never can deceive thee.There 

25 10 fear in love (ſaith Divine S. John, 1 Ep. 4. 18.) 
but perfe# love caſteth out fear ; 'tis never otherwiſe ; 
grace and nature joyn together to make the effe&t in. 
fallible, that a Holy love ſhould ever produce a Holy 
Peace; if we love indeed and in truth, thereby (not by 
new and ſecret revelations ) we ſhall know that we are 
of the truth, and we ſhall aſſure our hearts before Gid, 

1 Joh. 3. 13. Love may well work confidence and' jy, 
in oux Souls, for it enjoys already what it loves ; it is 
affeFtuoſa unitas, & unitiva affettio, love is inſep*ra- 
ble from its objet, and the cfſence thereof conliſts in 
their union, and in ſome manner unity ; as our Bll 
Saviour pray d for his ; that they all may be one,qs thou 
Father art in me, and 1 in thee, that the alſo may be 
one in us, Joh.17.21, and thatthis is ed 

he adds v#r.2.6. that the love whertwith thou haſt ved 
Mme, may be in them, and I in them. Though God be. y 
exalted infinitely above all things, in a ſphere of Glory') 
and Majeſty fo high that the 


Cherubims with their many N43 mente integra Dov. - 
wings cannot fly up'to it; yet oy defideres, prefetts yanw | | 


babet Greg. © ; 
thither love ſoars up and rakes 7 ag, of "Wes F- 


God, and. holds him as his own; fo that every one that | 
loves God is already poſſeſt of him, and may Gy. with © 
the Sponſe, 1 am my Beloveds,and my Beloved Je. ive: 
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«we come to God by love, 4mando non ambulands . c 
*and-to him we are united by 
2M res oft amor, © love ;' amore Deo conjung! 6 
> _ ff Morin mur ; therefore love is a 
4 "6 Deviv;ec. 8 _ « great thing, (fith that de- 
# * yout Father) it brings the 
” **Soul to God with an holy confidence, and makes it 
* © wuſt in him, and cleave ſtedfaſtly to him, and rejoyce 
*in him, and repreſent her needs, and beg his mercies 
* wich Fiducial and devout affeftions. Aud this is ſo 
& zruth , that Death it ſelf with its pains and 
. to 'alters nothing of it; even then in the laſt | 
W- —=—_ the love of- God Gromens the bitter Cup, and 
entertains the Soul with joy and holy comforts, *| 
| i, Er was the ſaying of S. Jug. © That becauſe the Soul 
” hath villiogly forſaken God whom ſhe ſhould love ! 
; ®znbnirely ſhe | is forced therefore with grief and regret 
1 orfake her Bady,which ſhe loves too much ; and {| 
"© rhar becauſe ſhe voluntarily departed from God who X 
*&: e, F cher, life, ſbe- therefore departeth from the Body 
A z LR life thei is, with ſadneſs and much reludlancy, 
| EY he Aug» de Trin. lib. 4. cap. 13, 
*F Charitas nertarem 4%- + Now we may ſay , that when 
F - Serine { apoves Ef. "the Soul returns to God: by 
Ly "8 love, ſhe us freed from this 
, and reſtored to her firſt liberty , ſhe is 
"vt Pt > tis for to be with Chriſt ; and then comes a 
= fa] 614p10 aaſſolvi, O when ſhall 1 come and appear 
God ! Happy is be who living doth ſo manifeſt 
hore to Gotl by Piery and Charity , that dying/he 
as ay; with Zheodtfpus, Dilexi ; love hath been the 
"ant delighr of my life, I have daily endee- 
+%h a&oris to declare the ſincerity of 'm of 
he is doubtleſs of the number oft 


| Me appearing of F ESUS; and io he ; 
10. met & bic with joy and confidence , ng F* 
Fentprio 2 from him, whom having not ſeen, 1 BP 
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Let no tman'that loves God, 


7 | doubt of Gods love t& him ; ' Newſeameri fi 
a for he that loved us when we $5 pn: EY | 
RY were his enemies, ſo as to die 

1 for us, will much more love us D——_ q——er, 9 


it when we have for him the 

— hearty affetions of friends. It is the. . joy of Hep 
S the joy of the Holy J ESU S; when his loving ki 
(0 neſs hath won 'and conquered. our hearts , and Ns « 3 
d greateſt joy, *tis for us a Heaven upon Earth, =. I) 


th love him faithfully and fervently , with all ougSouls ” 4 
d and affeftions. The Love of God brings thar pexce "5 
s. © | fo the Soul, which the world can neither give nor raks 
ul away. O ſweet F ESU, O look thou upon me, andbe, 
ie | merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to do unto theſe that * © 
x | love thy name, Pal 119.132. he” 
d | p r 

ar ? SATELLITE . 

y 

4 CH AP: MAY 

n x | 

* | The Concluſion. 

in Ow who can refuſe to love God, when'tis £ th 

«10 ſo juſt and reaſonable, fo pleaſant 10d as, 

To 


{| love, every mans heart is full of thar pear, 
I mans lite -is governed by it : 'tis but confiderir 
hath done moſt for us, and whom we are molt « 
to love ; whois moſt lovely, and who will beſt xi 
Four love ; and we ſhall ſoon underſtand that 
to be loved above all things , infinitely, without mt 
'Ffure; and if we love curitth elves as veg 
; eaſily remove our affeQions from the world, 
ppon God and Eternity, upon JESUS & @h 
BS. - - ll i, * 
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fate and advantagious, ſomething ot neceſſity, we. mu by 
"Y 
9 pl 


ar-r0 read fy and ro 
C i Angels, and... :Þ our heaprswith | 
ity will abide wit us when we are 
Afd gil guy friends can do. us.no 
CC p49y.ue, when ye.g9 frors. hence, 
7er BAtE >: and enxer, in, with. vs/;, there 
our Aappingſs, »hich it here, ; began;-1to be 
| —L cqungicy here bur work and:our duty, | 
Ley upoh, too., tyo jult an account -ule the 


£4 a7 p worgs of St.Pernard ; What 1 
« fa- 


have written i5-.not what I do, | 
Be 5 agth bar, what ;l, ſhould do, what 4| 
# grieve that 1 do not,whir I en- 
OM what I wiſh all others might do.Bux 


-tNa!. "plead for my {elf «1 the advice of a Greek 
w”...... Father, Not to, judge too ſe- 
bt yerely of thoſe' who teach ex-| 
7 5 7my Ad- cellent leſſons, great ane* pro-| 
.Ndar< fitable Truths which they! 
wp. Words, themſelves learn and'practice 
ny grad, - ,bot, very imperfeRly ; b&a 
| 5 WS; lo 6: the uſefulneſs. of! their wſtrh- 
. "A [ions -may make E gh 
GFTE« Ie rmance, Eprej,6,2 
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